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Hello, Peaksters!  Lots of stuff to check out in 
this issue of PlainsPeaking, the newsletter of 
your local Mensa group Plains & Peaks Men-
sa!  Let’s start with … 
 
The MERF Scholarship Essay Contest!  This 
month, another essay by one of our winners!  
I am still amazed!  Besides our winner of the 
Diana Mossip Memorial Scholarship for the 
best essay in the local group ($600) – Megan 
Barney – we had two winners at the National 
Level.  Caitlyn Mlodzik won the $600 Harper 
Fowley – Isolated M Scholarship for study in 
an undergraduate liberal arts degree (B.A. or 
A.A.) and James Fennel won the $600 Don 
and Virginia Prince Scholarship for a military 
veteran or spouse of a veteran. Congratula-
tions again to all three winners! 
 
Speaking of the MERF Scholarship Essay Con-
test, it is open September 15th and the dead-
line for entries is January 15th, 2019. There’s 
an article in this newsletter about how to 
enter the essay contest.  But, to make the 
MERF Scholarship Essay Contest successful, 
we need judges!  If you could spare a few 
hours in late January or early February to read 
and judge essays, please let me know!  BTW - 
Fellow Peakster Jane Cosper is again the Re-
gional Chair!  Thanks, Jane, for volunteering 
for this important position! 
 
Next, Cripple Creek Mini-RG!  In September, 
our annual outing at Cripple Creek! This year, 
we’ll be seeing the play “Always…Patsy Cline”, 
based on letters written between Patsy and 
her biggest fan turned confidant, Louise 
Segar.  Bonus – Peakster Mickey Burdick’s 
wife Rebecca Myers Burdick will be co-
starring in the limited engagement play!  
Make sure you RSVP by Sept. 8th for tickets!   

I’ll be going up to “The Creek” a little early on 
that day to get in on the Mount Pisgah Speaks 
Cemetery Tour (which runs hourly from 9:30 
to 2pm).  The tour takes about little over an 
hour and is really wonderful.  Re-enactors, 
dressed in period costumes, are stationed 
throughout the cemetery, telling the stories 
of the famous, infamous, and maybe even 
unknown folks buried there.   
 
While we’re in Cripple Creek, we’ll be dining 
(hopefully) at Bronco Billy’s Steakhouse!  
We’ll need firm reservations for this one, as 
the Steakhouse is the most popular dining 
place at “The Creek”! 
 
For all the details on our Cripple Creek Mini-
RG, see the article in this newsletter!  And, for 
any duffers out there, we’ll be golfing on Sun-
day morning, the 16th of September, at Shin-
ing Mountain.  Let me know if you’d like to 
join us for 18 holes! 
 
Third – our Holiday Gala date is set!  Mark 
your calendars now for Saturday, December 
8th, with drinks at 5pm and dinner at 6:15pm 
… and the place is the Briarhurst Manor!  
More details will be revealed soon! 
 
And last but not least – all our other Septem-
ber events!  Check out our events calendar 
for all the happenings!  ExComm Dinner, Give 
In To Beer Pressure, Caffeine Conundrum, 
BurgerQuest, IntelCon, Food Truck Tuesday, 
Mini-Golf, Trivial Pursuits, Mensa Hike, and 
Ultimate Saturday Supper!  Whew!  That’s a 
lot to choose from – so pick out a couple of 
events (or more or even all of them!), put 
them on your schedule … and we’ll see you 
there!   
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BTW – in August, several of us went up to 
Castlewood Canyon for our Mensa hike.  
Worth the trip – spectacular scenery and not 
too difficult!  Sean and I posted a bunch of pix 
on Facebook – but the photos really don’t do 
it justice!  If you want to get out for some 
fresh air and a little exercise, check it out!   
 
That’s about all I can think of for now … so I’ll 
sign off … see you soon at a Mensa event! 

 

~Sandy 
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Al Ackerson (Past President) 
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Colorado Springs, CO  80915 
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What’s Up In Our Region 

Rich Olcott 

Regional Vice Chair 

Heartland Region 7  
 

 RVC7@us.mensa.org 

720-390-7889 

_________Gatherings_______ 
 

September is peak harvest time here in the Heartland Region, from 
sorghum on our south side to sugar beets up north; corn, soybeans 
and truck crops everywhere.  The farmer’s market pickings (including 
Colorado’s famed Palisades peaches) have been glorious. 
 
True to the time of year, Central Iowa Mensa will host their annual 
Harvest Regional Gathering in Des Moines on October 4-6.  I went last 
year, had a fine time, met some good people, and enjoyed my best 
bowl of chicken n' dumplings in a long time.  Those folks know how to 
lay out a table.  For more information, contact Michelle Herring 
(herringmichellel@johndeere.com). 
 
Which got me thinking about the word “gathering” and how Mensa 
has Gatherings instead of conventions, conferences, meetings and 
such.  Sure, our ExComms have meetings and many Local Groups do 
Meet-And-Greets, but our Monthly, Regional and Annual Gatherings 
are peculiarly Mensan.  Why is that?  
 
I have a theory.  Meetings and conventions are formal occasions with 
intent to do an organization’s business.  However, the word 
“Gathering” carries the feeling of people being drawn towards each 
other.  Impelled, even.  That definitely fits with my experiences.  Men-
sans just seem to connect with each other in a way that doesn’t hap-
pen so easily elsewhere.  If you’re one of our many members who 
hasn’t yet shown up for a Local Group event, do that.  Once you’ve 
learned that you truly belong here, I think you’ll come back again. 
 
Lots of things to be proud of in Region 7 this month.  Mid-America 
Mensa’s Wes Benson was the featured artist in the July 2018 Bulle-
tin, copping both the issue cover and the illustration for the Table of 
Contents page.  Two of our Heartland Region CultureQuest® teams 
placed in the Top 20 for the 2018 competition.  Out of 107 teams, the 
Plains&Peaks “Peak of Perfection” posse came in at #13 and the 
Nebraska and Western Iowa “You Go Girls” group finished at #18.  
And at the Omaha LDW* I had the pleasure of awarding two more 
RVC Service Awards in recognition of many years of hard, effective 
work for Mensa – to Diana Dyer of Mid-America Mensa and Beth 
Anne Demeter of Denver Mensa.  Congratulations, everyone. 
 
* - If you’re curious about what went on at the Leadership Develop-
ment Workshops, all the presentation materials are posted online at 
region7.us.mensa.org/The_Nuts_and_Bolts_of_ExComm_1.htm. 
 

 

- Rich Olcott 

Cryptogram 

 

“CS IRS YFRN UN IN IZS CBSN FNMG  

 

ABS DKMM IRS ARSIASD LSRUFKLMG,  

 

IND U MUES UNASRRFR FO NFA  

 

YSUNZ WULKNDSRLAFFD.”  

 

~ FLVIR CUMDS  
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If you have an announcement or news item, please forward it to 
PlainsPeaking Editor Betsy Ogan (bogan54@aol.com) for inclusion in 
PlainsPeaking!  And, don’t forget, you can advertise your business in 
PlainsPeaking. The current rates are:  business card size $6, quarter 
page $10, half page $25 and full page $50.   
 
GET PUBLISHED! If you’d like to contribute to the PlainsPeaking 
newsletter, submit your article, poem, photo, puzzle, whatever to 
Betsy at bogan54@aol.com . 
 

AUGUST TRIVIAL PURSUITS!  In August, nine of us gathered to play 
Buzztime Trivia!  We noshed on wings and things … and kicked Carlos’ 
butt!  Hurrah!!  Mark was the big winner (placing first for our group 
and #83 nation-wide), but we as a 
group (#56 nation-wide) would not 
have done as well without Natalie, who 
won both the Countdown and Category 
rounds!  Way to go, Natalie!! Here’s how we finished:  Mark, Noah 
(Natalie’s brother), Jim, Natalie, Susan, Mike, Jay, Sandy, and Louise!  
Why not come out for the fun next month?  Check the calendar for 
date/time and RSVP info!   

 

AUGUST MINI-GOLF:  Huzzah!!  Seven Mensans played at Legends 
again – we really like the place so far!  The course is challenging, but 

well maintained – and dammit, Linda is going to 
conquer the giraffe hole before we move any-
where else!  Here’s the finishers for August 
Mini-golf from first to last:  Brian, Deb, Louise, 
Linda, Sandy, Nancy and Jim!  Please join us in 
September for this family-friendly, fun event! 

 

HELP WANTED! Do you have a Media or Publicity background? May-
be that’s something you’d like to try? If so, consider helping Plains & 
Peaks Mensa with Admissions Testing publicity! We’re looking to in-
crease our testing numbers and really need a hand with the publicity 
– ideas, contacts, someone to take this particular bull by the horns 
and wrestle around with it! And, bonus – this would look good on 
your resume or annual job appraisal!  If you’d be interested in volun-
teering to be our Publicity person, contact Sandy at mandshal-
by@comcast.net!  
 
JOIN PLAINS & PEAKS MENSA ON FACEBOOK! See photos of recent 
activities and meetings and get to know some of your fellow Mensans 
via this popular social site!  It’s a “closed” group so you have to ask to 
join.  Search FB for “Plains & Peaks Mensa.” 
 
BLOGS AND WEBSITES:  If you have a blog or website that you think 
might interest other Mensans, send the link to Betsy at bo-
gan54@aol.com so she can put it here. 
 
E-MAIL AND ELECTRONIC NEWSLETTER: If you’re receiving this via 
“snail mail,” consider changing your preferences to electronic news-
letter and correspondence.  It’s easy!  Either go to the American Men-
sa web-site or contact American Mensa to change your preferences! 
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Plains & Peaks Patter Local MERF Scholarship 

Winner—James Fennell 
Plains & Peaks Mensa participated in the 2017-2018 MERF Scholar-
ship Essay Contest. We had three scholarship winners this year!  We 
published one essay in July, one in August and now, the last one in 
this issue of PlainsPeaking.  This month, the winner of the Don and 
Virginia Prince Scholarship ($600) for a military veteran or spouse of a 
veteran:  James Fennell of Colorado Springs! This is a national level 
award.  Congratulations, James! 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
I have been a Human Resources Specialist with the United States Ar-
my for the past eleven years, and in that time I have found a love for 
organization and operational improvement. Taking a poorly construct-
ed system of management and turning into a more streamlined pro-
cess is something I take great pride in. My time as a Mail Clerk espe-
cially solidified my view on the importance of time management via 
efficient planning. Additionally, I have learned the true meaning of a 
work ethos, to keep working at a task until it is complete while main-
taining quality control of the final product. 
 
I am currently pursuing a Bachelors in Service Management with the 
goal of eventually attaining a job as a Shift Manager at a local busi-
ness, ideally a privately owned one where I will be able to discuss 
improvements with the owner directly. By eliminating unnecessary or 
miscellaneous steps within the day to day workings, I hope to increase 
profitability for the business and owner. This will hopefully cascade 
into increased employee morale and a better work environment over-
all. 
 
It is my hope to gain relevant leadership skills in such a civilian envi-
ronment while I purse a secondary degree in Library Science. Combin-
ing my secondary degree with my experience as a manager and my 
time in the Army, I then wish to seek employment with the federal 
government as a Records Management Official. By this time I should 
have enough work experience to receive a General Schedule (GS) 
Level of 13 – 15, thus putting me in the upper levels of management. 
If possible, I would like to serve my time in this position working with 
the Air and Space Command on Peterson Air Force Base. 
 
My end goal for my chosen career path is to eventually work my way 
up to the GS 16+ Levels as a member of the Senior Executive Service. 
Once I reach these levels I can then begin changing and updating fed-
eral systems which have stagnated over the years; systems such as 
our Web EDAS, which is so old it still runs on command prompts. And 
with further streamlining of the federal budget allotment, I hope to 
decrease the "Fear Spending" (fear of getting less funding if you don't 
use up what you currently have) which all government agencies con-
duct near the end of the fiscal year. This could be achieved through a 
simple algorithm which takes the total allotment and divides it up 
based on unit size and deployment status, with any further funding 
needing to be requested from a separate fund. 
 
Overall, no matter which stage I am currently in within my career 
path, I simply hope to help my organization achieve success while 
injecting a dose of common sense into the business process. Thank 
you for your time and consideration of my essay, I look forward to 
hearing from you in the future. Take care and have a wonderful day. 

mailto:bogan54@aol.com
mailto:bogan54@aol.com
mailto:bogan54@aol.com
mailto:bogan54@aol.com


DON’T BELIEVE THE ONLINE REVIEWS 
 
Suggestions for new places to try the burgers have been a little sparse 
for the past few months, and your host had to do a bit of online 
searching to find a burger joint for August. The Single Barrel Craft 
Burgers & Brews looked pretty good, had a nice menu, and was in a 
decent neighborhood, but the online reviews (especially about the 
service) made one a bit hesitant. We tried it anyway, and what a 
pleasant surprise! It was great, and the service was VERY well rated. 
Al, Chris, Corey (“Maggie’s” guest, guess that must be Margaret), 
George, Grumpy (Mike), Jeremy, John, KC, Linda, Margaret, Sandy, 
Scott, Solomon, and Srikant all had some very nice responses on the 
evaluation. The averages of the fourteen responses were: 
 
Hamburger and Toppings  4.0 
Service   4.5 
Cleanliness  4.0 
Side dishes  3.5 
Value for price  4.0 
Atmosphere  4.0 
 
Comments included “One of the best burger/fries combo in recent 
memory. Waitress was too literal – asked for the basic burger and got 
burger and bun, no toppings.”, “Burger was good, but the height rule 
made it difficult to eat with any form of grace. The server was fantas-
tic, but the kitchen staff made many errors. Side dishes were standard 
bar fare, plus points for offering tater tots. The music was too loud, 
and they need a better choice of music.”, “Come for the burgers, stay 
for the tots!! Excellent company.”, “Liked it ;-)”, “Crispy tots! Loud 
music made conversation tough.”, “Companionship!”, “Fries were 
soggy – Yech! Okay burger. Wait-staff – good. Fried mushrooms – 
Excellent!!”, “Burger was done perfectly. Good selection of burgers. 
The 2 patty stack was too high.” 
 
But the comments included no suggestions for our next venue. A 
quick search on Google turned up about 15 places which we have 
already visited, but there was one that caught the eye – a venue 
called “On The Boulevard” located at 2855 N Murray Blvd, Colorado 
Springs, CO, US, 80917, Tel: 719-471-4424. Their website says they 
are a family-friendly place until about 8:00 PM, so early Sunday after-
noon should be fine for the kids. We’ll meet there at the usual time, 
1pm on the second Sunday in September, the 9th.  
 
Please give George a call at 719-418-6073 or send an email to 
gcooper@cooperplace.net a day or two (or more) in advance so we 
can let the place know how many folks to expect. Forgot to reply? 
Come anyway, we’ll fit you in. We’ll be in an area separate from the 
bar, so be sure to bring along the ankle-biters. Remember, Burg-
erQuest is a kid-friendly event. 

BurgerQuest 
“The Mensa Education & Research Foundation college scholarship 
program is unique in that its awards are based totally on essays 
written by the applicants. There is no requirement for applicants to be 
Mensa members nor is consideration given to grades, academic pro-
gram, or financial need.”   Please note:  The essay application will be 
available starting September 15th, and the deadline for entries is 
January 15, 2019. 
 
There will be at least one prize of approximately $500 given out for 
our local area, along with the potential of winning up to $1000 at the 
national level. You don’t have to be in Mensa to participate. If you 
know someone who would qualify, direct them to the MERF web-site 
http://www.mensafoundation.org/what-we-do/scholarships/ for the 
complete rules and application, or have them contact Sandy Halby, 
719-528‑5483, or e-mail mandshalby@comcast.net.   
 
MERF JUDGES NEEDED! 
Judging MERF Scholarship Essay Contest entries is easy – just read the 
essays (which are all sent to you as PDFs and all under 550 words), 
follow the 100-point judging system, then send Sandy Halby, the 
MERF Local Chair, your results on a pre-formatted Excel or Word 
form!!  Easy-peasy!  If you can spare a couple of hours in late January 
or early February and help out with this very unique and worthwhile 
scholarship program, that would be great!  
  
BTW - one person from our Plains & Peaks Local Group area will re-
ceive an award of approximately $500!   You could be the deciding 
judge on who gets it!   
  
If you would be interested in helping judge essays – either at the local 
level or the regional level - please contact Sandy at 719-528-5483 or 
mandshalby@comcast.net! Thanks! 

MERF Contest/Judges 
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Mensa-versaries 
Windy Adoretti 
Steve Boynton 
Chris Cooper 
Patrick Crawford 
Xander Duvall 
Norma H Hollister 
Caleb Lewis 

Betsy Ogan 
Timothy Parker 
John Roberts 
Andrew Scarbro 
Theodore J Thompson 
Thomas Webber 

Trivia           by RC Timm 

50 Years ago, 1968 
 
January -      The Green Bay Packers win Super Bowl II,  
      who did they defeat? 
February -    Where were the Winter Olympics held? 
March -        The United States Congress repeals the requirement  
      for what? 
April -           The comic book Tales of Suspense, with issue #100,  
      changes its name to what? 
May -            Forward Pass was declared the winner of the Kentucky  
      Derby after which horse was disqualified? 
June  -           Valerie Solanas attempted to assassinate which  
      well-known artist? 
July -              Where were the first International Special Olympics  
      Summer Games held? 
August -        Construction of what New York City landmark is started? 
September - What long-running news program debuts on CBS?  
October -      Where were the Summer Olympics held? 
November -  What Ivy League college announced it would start  
      admitting women? 
December -  What popular computer accessory was publicly  
      demonstrated for the first time? 
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Trivia/Cryptogram Answers 

Our Cripple Creek Day Trip is coming up September 15th and it's look-
ing like a fun-packed event! Please join us, Buckaroos and Bucka-
rettes, for our day-long outing to Cripple Creek (of course, you can 
stay longer if you'd like)!   
 
Come early and gamble (or gambol, if you'd rather) and then we'll 
visit The Butte Theater, 139 E. Bennett Ave., at 1pm for “Always…
Patsy Cline” based on the touching true story affectionately told 
through letters written between Patsy and her biggest fan turned 
confidant, Louise Segar. Featuring 27 unforgettable hits, including 
“Crazy”, “Walkin’ After Midnight”, “I Fall to Pieces”, and “Sweet 
Dreams”, this musical memory book is a glorious tribute to the one-of
- a-kind sound of Patsy Cline! This will be a popular event so let Guest 
Host Sandy Halby (mandshalby@comcast.net)  know how many of 
you are coming!  RSVP deadline is September 8th and tickets are $21 .  
 
Last year we missed one the most interesting annual events at Cripple 
Creek, but we’ll catch it this year:  the Mt. Pisgah Speaks Cemetery 
Tour, which runs hourly from 9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.  History and the 
ghosts from the past come to life during the annual “Mt. Pisgah 
Speaks Cemetery Tour.” The Gold Camp Victorian Society, dedicated 

to the preservation of the history of Crip-
ple Creek, hosts this unique tour, which is 
complete with character reenactments at 
different locations through the Mt. Pis-
gah Cemetery. Visitors will learn about 
the famous and fascinating characters 

who lived in this area and are buried in the Mt. Pisgah cemetery. Visi-
tors are asked to park at the Cripple Creek District Museum, located 
at 5th Street and Bennett Avenue, next to the Cripple Creek & Victor 
Narrow Gauge Railroad Depot. Cripple Creek’s historic trolley will take 
visitors from the museum to the cemetery – please do not park at the 
cemetery. WARNING:  This walking tour may be difficult for people 
with health problems.  Though the tour is free, the Gold Camp Victori-
an Society asks for a $10 donation for the tour.  
 
In the evening around 6:30pm we'll dine fine at the ever-popular 
Bronco Billy's Steakhouse, but if they're filled up we'll go some-
where else just as good! 
 
"Make your own plans” events including the 2 Mile High Club’s Aspen 
Tours (the colors should be good around this time of year!), the Crip-
ple Creek and Victor Narrow Gauge Railroad, the Cripple District Mu-
seum (excellent small museum), the Cripple Creek Jail Museum, the 
Mollie Kathleen Gold Mine, the Old Homestead House Museum, as 
well as the Victor Lowell Museum, the Victor Gold Camp Ag and Min-
ing Museum just a few scenic miles away in the town of Victor (which 
is like Cripple Creek used to be before the casinos!) and more!  
 
Send Guest Host Sandy Halby an e-mail (mandshalby@comcast.net ) 
by September 8th to let her know if you plan to attend the Butte Thea-
ter or dinner or both.  She’ll buy the tickets for the theater and you 
can reimburse her there (Caution:  If you reserve a seat at the show 
and can't make it, you'll still owe for the reservation). 
  
Sandy’s note:  And for the duffers in the group, we’ll plan on an early 
tee time at Shining Mountain on Sunday, the 16th of September.  Let 
Sandy know if you’ll be joining her on the course – mandshal-
by@comcast.net or 719-528-5483. 

Cripple Creek Mini RG WELCOME: 
 
Joe Cochran and Scott Warner, both who’ve 

moved into our local group area!  Welcome!  
Welcome 

& 

Farewell 

Stanley Palmer  September 6 
Dawn Badolato  September 7 
Marykatherine Moran September 9 
Peggy Pippin  September 11 
Joseph Davidson  September 15 
Esther L N Mueller  September 15 
Jonathan Patience  September 16 
Deborah Smith  September 16 
Sandy Lynn Halby  September 17 
Brad Laybourne  September 17 
Stephen Sicinski  September 20 
Mark Cheney  September 26 
Kevin Clopper  September 28  
Wesley Wilkerson  September 29 
 
NOTE:  If your birthday isn’t here, it’s probably because that infor-
mation is marked “non-releasable” on our rosters.  To check your 
personal information release status, please contact American Mensa 
(1-800-66-MENSA) or go to www.us.mensa.org and under My Mensa, 
go to My Demographics.  
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Pioneers Museum at 11:40am (or there about) and we’ll check out 
which food trucks we want to try!  BTW – I had Witty Pork’s Wood 
Fired Pizza last time and it was great! Mike had the BBQ and said it 
was good, too!  They even have a cupcake truck!! 
 
Wednesday, September 12th, 6:00pm:  Mini-Golf!  The new course 
worked out so well this summer, we’re going there again in Septem-
ber!  Let’s meet up at Legends Miniature Golf (6655 Dalby Drive, just 

off Dublin and Powers).  Legends Miniature 
Golf offers three different 18-hole miniature 
golf courses:  World Wonders, Animal King-
dom, and Western Frontier. This is a family-
friendly event and the cost for 18 challenging 
holes is only $6 for adults, $5 for kids and 

seniors!  Winner will be declared the Plains & Peaks Mini-golf Champi-
on … and can keep that title until the next time we go mini-golfing!  
NOTE:  In case of inclement weather, we’ll move to the indoor course 
at Chapel Hills Mall.  Watch your e-mail if the weather is questiona-
ble!  (Or call Sandy at 719-528-5483!) 
 
Saturday, September 15th, starting 1pm:  Cripple Creek Day Trip!  
Our Cripple Creek Day Trip is looking like 
a fun-packed event! See the article in this 
newsletter for details!  Be sure to get 
your reservations in for the Butte Thea-
ter and dinner at Bronco Billy’s Steak-
house by September 8th!  
 
Tuesday, September 18th, 6pm: Trivial Pursuits. We’re playing Show-
down, a 6-stage trivia contest featuring a wide variety of topics, at 
Buffalo Wild Wings, 2905 Geyser Drive (at I-25 and Lake, next to Out-
back Steaks and Tinseltown) – they claim to have 45 players and Wi-Fi 
so everybody should be able to play!  We’re drinking some adult bev-

erages (if you want to) and noshing on 
wings and other Buffalo Wild Wings 
specialty foods like burgers and sand-
wiches! The actual game starts at 

6:30pm, but if you want a game player you probably should get there 
earlier!  Call or e-mail Guest Host Sandy (719-528-5483, mandshal-
by@comcast.net) to let her know you’ll be there!  
 
Saturday, September 22nd, 9am: Mensa Hike!  Mount Cutler Trail!  
Mount Cutler - named after Henry Cutler, one of General Palmer's 
friends and a supporter of Colorado College - rises above Cheyenne 
Creek about half way up the Cheyenne Canyon, on the south side. 
Mount Cutler Trail is a 1.7 mile moderately 
trafficked out and back trail that features beautiful 
wild flowers and reportedly has spectacular views 
from the summit.  This trail is rated for all skill levels 
and dogs are allowed but must be kept on a leash. 
We’re hitting the trail promptly at 9am, so arrive a 
few minutes early to get parked, get your hat/water/etc., and find the 
group! Be sure to wear your hiking shoes and bring sun block and 
water, too! After the hike, if we want, there are several places nearby 
to go for late breakfast/early lunch! 
 
Directions: On I-25 take exit 140, go south on Tejon and turn onto 
Cheyenne Blvd, which turns into Cheyenne Canyon Road (at Evans). 
Continue on Cheyenne Canyon Road past the Starsmore Visitor Cen-
ter and continue 1.4 miles to the Mount Cutler/Muscoco Trailhead. 
There is a parking lot and we’ll meet at Sandy’s car – she has a red 
Ford Explorer (with the gold Mensa logo on the back).  

Tuesday, September 4th, 6:30 pm:  ExComm Meeting and Dinner.  
Atmosphere Gastropub, 1327 Interquest Parkway, will be the location 
for a very short business meeting and dinner.  Atmosphere Gastropub 
is bringing “some fun and class to the North End of town” by offering 
elevated drinks and a creative, fresh menu “to an area that desper-
ately needs culinary salvation.”  [Sandy’s note:  We’ve eaten there a 
few times – excellent food!!]  If you get the chance, let Sandy know 
you’ll be there (mandshalby@comcast.net or call 719-528-5483). 
 
Friday, September 7th, 5pm:  Give In To Beer Pressure.  Let’s visit the 
newest place for a brewski – Metric Brewing, 1213 N Circle Dr. (Near 

Circle and Galley).  They had their grand opening on 
July 21st, so all the wrinkles should be smoothed out 
by now!  BTW – they have a three-barrel system, 
limited releases and rare barrel-aged offerings, too! If 
you have an idea or new pub for Give In To Beer Pres-
sure, let Sean know! Cell: (719) 651-6706 or Email: 

sean.mccormick.us@member.mensa.org,  
 
Saturday, September 8th, 10am:  Caffeine Conundrum.  Head down-
town to The Perk Downtown!  They are at 14 S. 
Tejon – right in the heart of Colorado Springs.  The 
Perk Downtown owns their own roasting house, 
which lets them have more control over their 
coffee – and their coffee quality is their number 
one goal!  They also brag about their customer 
service!  Let’s check them out!  Please RSVP to John at 
jarofberts@gmail.com or call (719)571-0471.  
 
Saturday, September 8th, 6:00pm:  IntelCon!  Here’s the idea – every 
month or so, we meet up to discuss a new issue or perhaps view a 
documentary and then discuss it. Could be a current event, controver-
sial topic, historical event – whatever we want!  In September, the 
topic is the death penalty, life without parole, etc., which we’ll discuss 
after viewing the documentary The Thin Blue Line.  Here’s a synopsis 
of the documentary:  Two Dallas police officers make a routine traffic 
stop and the driver shoots and kills one of the cops.  The Dallas police 
arrest an itinerant laborer, who claimed to be innocent, yet he’s sen-
tenced to death. Nine years later, a documentarian investigates and 
his work results in freeing the condemned man and identifying the 
real murderer.  We’re gathering at the White’s house, 9908 Paonia 
Park Pl (near Powers and Briargate Blvd). Please bring a snack to share 
and something to drink!  Phone 719-495-0433 if you need directions. 
 
Sunday, September 9th, 1pm: BurgerQuest!  We’re meeting at On 

The Boulevard, 2855 N. Murray Blvd., Colorado 
Springs, CO, US, 80917. RSVP by yesterday or before. 
Call George at 719-418-6073 (and leave a message), 
or send him an e-mail at gcooper@cooperplace.net .  
Even if you don’t RSVP, come anyway, we’ll make 
room. Be sure to bring the cookie-crumblers, Burg-

erQuest is a kid-friendly event. 
 
Tuesday, September 11th, 11:45:  Food Truck Tuesday! Maybe you’ve 
read about this; maybe not!  A bunch of food trucks are gathering at 
the Pioneers Museum (215 South Tejon) every Tuesday, from 11am to 
about 1:30pm.  Twelve local food trucks, includ-
ing Bison Brothers, Gray’s Sloppers, and Lucy I’m 
Home will there – so we can pick and choose 
just what we want!  Meet on the steps of the 

September Events 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
      

 

1      

2 
 

3      4 
6:30 pm 

ExComm 

Meeting/Dinner 

@ Atmosphere 

Gastropub 

5 
 

6 

 

7 
5:00 PM 

Give In To 

Beer Pressure @  

Metric Brewing 

8 

10:00 AM 

Caffeine 

Conundrum @  

The Perk 

6:00 PM  

IntelCon 

9    
 1:00 PM 

BurgerQuest @  

On The Boulevard 

RSVP by 9/8 

10 11 

11:45 AM 

Food Truck  

Tuesday @ 

Pioneers Museum 

12 

6:00 PM 

Mini-Golf @ 

Legends 

Miniature Golf 

13 
 

14 
 

15 
Cripple 

Creek Day Trip 

RSVP by 

September 8th 

16 
 

17 
 

18 
6:00 PM 

Trivial Pursuits @ 

Buffalo Wild Wings 

 

19 20 
 

21 22  
9:00 AM 

Mount Cutler 

Trail Hike 

 

23/30 
 

24 25 26 
 

27 
RSVP 

Ultimate Saturday 

Supper 

28 
 

29 
6:00 PM 

USS @  

Zoes Kitchen 

Saturday, September 29th, 6pm:  Ultimate Saturday Supper.  Ah, the 
Mediterranean!  Sea, breeze, and food!  Let's try some at Zoe's Kitch-
en, 5697 Barnes Road, Suite 100.  Zoe's offers New Mediterranean 
dinners (which is good because I don't like old food).  Start with lamb 
kafta or French baked feta, then grab 
a chicken, shrimp, steak or salmon 
kabob, or maybe a Moroccan family 
dinner. .  There are sandwiches, too, 
stacked turkey, steak, chicken, or gruben.  Hand-made chocolate cake 
for dessert!  RSVP to Al by Thursday, September 27th, 8pm (719-465-
3747, alackerson@msn.com).  
 
Advance Notice:  Tuesday, October 2nd, 6pm:  ExComm Meeting and 
Dinner.  Let’s gather at Edelweiss German Restaurant, 34 East Ra-
mona (off South Nevada, near I-25) for a very short business meeting 
and dinner.  We’ll need reservations, so please let Sandy know you’ll 
be there (mandshalby@comcast.net or call 719-528-5483). 
 
Advance Notice:  Friday, October 5th, 5pm:  Give In To Beer Pressure.  
In October, which is a month known for apples, apple spice, and ci-
ders, let's go to Colorado Common Hard Cider, 4655 Town Center 
Drive #130 (a bit SW of Murray and Platte). For those who insist on 
"beer" for GITBP, Colorado common offers several varieties of hopped 
ciders. 

Events Continued 
Advance Notice:  Saturday, October 6th, 10am:  Caffeine Conundrum.  
Let’s check out Caffe Communitas, which claims to “exist to raise 
funds to support good works”!  Sounds like a good idea so let’s give 
them a hand by meeting there for Caffeine Conundrum in October!  
Caffe Communitas is at 9420 Briar Village Pt, Suite 170 (inside Marco’s 
Pizza).  Check out their website at www.caffecommunitas.com.  Please 
RSVP to John (call 719-571-0471 or email jarofberts@gmail.com).  

MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW! 
PLAINS & PEAKS MENSA HOLIDAY GALA PARTY 

 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 8TH  AT Briarhurst Manor, Manitou Springs 
 
We’ll be getting together on Saturday, the 8th of December, to cele-
brate the holiday season, our friendships, and our unique Mensa ca-
maraderie. Our annual gala, featuring dinner, door 
prizes, White Elephant Gift Exchange, and an all-
around GREAT time will be at the Briarhurst Manor 
in Manitou Springs. We’ll meet for cocktails (pay-as-
you-go) at 5:00 pm, with dinner at 6:15 pm.  For 
those interested in staying nearby, Blue Skies Inn is 
right next door!  Watch your future newsletter and 
e-mail for all the details! 
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Mensa® is an international organization consisting of people who 

have scored in the top 2% on standardized IQ tests. Mensa is non-

profit and has no political or religious affiliations. The purpose of 

Mensa is to serve as a means of communication for its members and 

to foster intelligence. PlainsPeaking is the official publication of 

Plains & Peaks Mensa (#808). Mensa itself has no opinions; any 

opinions expressed in PlainsPeaking, if not otherwise designated, are 

those of the individual contributor or of the editor. The appearance of 

any paid advertisement, should such an unlikely event occur, in 

PlainsPeaking does NOT imply any endorsement of products, ser-

vices, or anything else mentioned in said ad by either Plains & Peaks 

Mensa, PlainsPeaking, American Mensa, Ltd., or Mensa Internation-
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PlainsPeaking is published monthly by Plains and Peaks Mensa 

Editor, 1061 Hummingbird Ct, Colorado Springs, CO  80921-5696. 

All material within is copyright©2018 by Plains & Peaks Mensa, ex-

cept where otherwise indicated. Masthead photo copyrighted 2009 

by Betsy Ogan. Subscriptions are $6.00 (11 monthly issues) for non-

Mensans and for Mensans who are not members of the Plains&Peaks 

local group. Single issues are available on a first-come, first-served 
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Editorial Policy: We (deliriously) welcome your letters, articles, 

poems, artwork, and puzzles. Items submitted to PlainsPeaking 

should be the ORIGINAL work of the author, and should be emailed 

if possible. If previously published, please include where and when. 

MS Word , RTF, and plain text formats are especially encouraged for 

articles, JPG or GIF for artwork. Equations should be typeset with 

MS Equation Editor. Typewritten work signed by the author and 

submitted by surface mail is also welcome. Handwritten items may 

be accepted, but we cannot guarantee accuracy in publication. The 

editor’s e-mail address is Bogan54@aol.com. Please check with the 

editor about other acceptable media and formats. Artwork will be 

reproduced as black and white or grayscale (drawings or photo-

graphs). The Editor reserves the right to refuse to publish submitted 

material and to edit as necessary.  

 

Note to Contributors: By contributing material to Plains and 

Peaks Mensa, you are giving permission for your material to be pub-

lished in both the newsletter and the web-based newsletter archives. 

You MAY withhold your name, email address, or any other address; 

simply request this from the Editor. Other Mensa publications may 

reprint PlainsPeaking material if the author/artist and PlainsPeak-

ing are credited and the material is not individually copyrighted. 

Note to Reprinting Editors: A courtesy copy indicating the mate-

rial reprinted would be greatly appreciated. To: PlainsPeaking Edi-
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ters and emails to the Editor will not be published without the au-

thor’s permission. 
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