The Newsletter of Plains and Peaks Mensa, Southern Colorado

LocSec Lowdown
Hello, Peaksters! We had a fabulous time at “The
Creek” for our Mini-RG in September. The colors
were fantastic and the play at the Butte – Always …
Patsy Cline – was so, so good! The lead singer was
super good and sounded a lot like Patsy, but Rebecca Meyers stole the show as Louise, her friend. She
was funny, down to earth, and a bit outlandish!!
The show revolves around the meeting of Patsy, a
singing star on the rise, and Louise, a housewife and
fan. BTW – Rebecca is the wife of one of our members, Mickey. Mickey, please pass to Rebecca how
much we enjoyed the show!! She did a fantastic
job!
Most of us missed out on the Mount Pisgah tour as,
unbeknownst to us, they have started taking reservations. And our own Jay and Susan participated in
the Cripple Creek Historical Society tours of the
cemetery – both as tour guides and characters in
the cemetery!
And, at the end of our day at Cripple Creek, we had
a great dinner at Bronco Billy’s Steakhouse – the
food there is very, very good. And, the next day,
Mike, RC, and I hit the links at Shining Mountain. I
was very tired as I had stayed up until around 3am
at the casinos, so my golf was even worse than my
usual bad!
Personal note to Al … we missed you, Al, and hope
you are feeling better each day and get back into all
our activities soon! Wasn’t quite the same at Cripple Creek without you!
Other events in September included the usual ExComm Meeting and Dinner, Caffeine Conundrum,
Give In To Beer Pressure and BurgerQuest. IntelCon
was interesting in September as we watched the
documentary The Thin Blue Line and then discussed
capital punishment. The conversation was civil,
although I think some views may have surprised
some of us! Overall, it was a good evening that left
us with food for thought. Thanks to Wayne and
Jennie-Jo for hosting!!
Coming up in October – those same “usual events”

plus a hike through Fox Run Park. This is an easy
walk and probably the last one of the season. Why
not join us while we look for “culturally modified
trees” and enjoy the views? And, in October, we
are switching Food Truck Tuesday to Food Truck
Friday! There’s a new consortium of food trucks
gathering on Boulder Street every day and we’re
going to see what they have going on a Friday.
IntelCon in October will be a coffee house discussion on current event – those are always fun evenings! And we’re doing a Kimball’s Theater afternoon in October! Can’t wait to see what will be
playing!! We’ll end up the month with Ultimate
Saturday Supper. This month – Bourbon Brothers!
And, by then, Al should be able to join us! Hurrah!!

you’ll stop by! (Conversely, if we get up your way,
we’re definably stopping by!)

And, lastly, thanks to Sean McCormick for
taking over as webmaster! I appreciate you
stepping up!
Well, that’s about it for now, folks … I can’t
think of anything else … so - hope to see you
at a Mensa event!

Other October notes … we will be conducting one
testing session in October. October is Mensa’s
Membership Month and Mensa is repeating the
“Membership Voucher Program.” Every current
Mensa member should have received, via email, a
one-time use discount code that can be given to a
non-member who may, at no cost, either submit
prior evidence or sit for a supervised test! If you
don’t get your discount code, or if you have questions about the program, please contact American
Mensa or me! Why not use that free code and
encourage someone you know to take the test?
After all, it is free!
Don’t forget – we are in the midst of the MERF
Scholarship Essay Contest. Please pass the Essay
Contest information to anyone you think might be
eligible and want to apply. Also, if you’d be interested in judging essays, either at the local or regional level, please contact me.

~Sandy
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Why is there this commercial thing with October and the color orange? Walk into any retail store in October and you’re flooded with
orange “for the season.” What’s so Fall about orange? The dominant
sign of Fall hereabouts is corn and wheat stubble. They’re tan. Pumpkins are orange on the inside, but look at the outside – orangeybrown. Orange tree leaves? Nope – locust and gingko leaves go yellow; maples tend to scarlet; oaks go tan-to-brown, maybe maroon if
you’re lucky. Carrots are orange but the merchandisers aren’t selling
carrots and besides, carrots are a root crop for making bean soup in
the Winter. I guess you see a lot of orange on the football field if you
follow UT (Texas or Tennessee, your choice). Hunter Orange or Safety
Orange make sense (though orange camo is just silly), but that’s a
limited market. Please can we have the rest of the spectrum back?
There, that’s off my chest. Thanks for listening. On to the good stuff.
Once again, our Heartland Region has a full slate of volunteer Local
and Regional Scholarship Chairs to manage essay judging for the Mensa Foundation’s 2019 competition. Thanks, folks; your work will help
some deserving scholars along their way.
Something timely you probably didn’t know – World Intelligence Day
is on October 1st. It probably won’t be on the evening news because
it’s a Mensa International thing to celebrate our founding on October
1, 1946. Happy 72nd birthday, Mensa.
American Mensa spreads the celebration out to cover the whole
month. The National Office and our PR firm will be working hard to
get the organization’s brand on everyone’s mind. As our Proctors and
Testing Coordinators know, there’s also a push to do a lot of testing
during the month, especially on Saturday, October 20 this year. Tell
your smart friends here’s their opportunity to qualify for a reduced
price – 50% off the usual fee , only $30 for tests administered this
month. Or use your discount code that can be given to a nonmember who may, at no cost, either submit prior evidence or sit for a
supervised test! They can get the details at us.mensa.org/join/
testing/. The more Mensans, the merrier.

- Rich Olcott
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Welcome
&
Farewell

WELCOME:
Kyle Good and Jose Quiros, both who are rejoining Mensa and will be part of our group!

FAREWELL:
Windy Adoretti, our webmistress and an active
member of our group for many years. We will
miss you and Dana at Give In To Beer Pressure, the Mensa hikes, the
Holiday party ,and the many events you attended. Thank you so
much for your support to our group through the years. Farewell to
you, keep in touch, and if you get back this way, stop by and visit!
Cliff Harris, who moved south to Texas! Good luck to you.
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Plains & Peaks Patter
If you have an announcement or news item, please forward it to
PlainsPeaking Editor Betsy Ogan (Bogan54@aol.com) for inclusion in
PlainsPeaking! And, don’t forget, you can advertise your business in
PlainsPeaking. The current rates are: business card size $6, quarter
page $10, half page $25 and full page $50.
GET PUBLISHED! If you’d like to contribute to the PlainsPeaking
newsletter, submit your article, poem, photo, puzzle, whatever to
Betsy at Bogan54@aol.com .
SEPTEMBER TRIVIAL PURSUITS! Only five of us attended Trivial Pursuits in September – but we did pretty good with four of us beating
Carlos! Jim was the overall winner with Jay, Susan and Louise coming
in second, third and fourth at our
Buzztime location at Buffalo Wild
Wings. Sandy goofed up the final answer and sank to eighth place. But,
even so, our location came in at #116 and Jim was within the top 100
nation-wide. Hurrah!! Why not come out for the fun next month?
Check the calendar for date/time and RSVP info! Note: Al – we hope
you are up to joining back in the game in October!!

Cryptogram
"O HZI'B BQOIU LICNZHC
TQZFPH DMOBK QOT
LFBZNOZVMLWQC FIBOP
LEBKM QK'T HKLH."
~TLXFKP VZPHDCI

SEPTEMBER MINI-GOLF: Huzzah!! Nine of us gathered at Legends
Mini-Golf in September for a glorious evening of putt-putt golf! We
have come to suspect, however, that Mark is
once again practicing when we are not looking
as he had a score of 43, which is 3 below par
and he was the winner of the evening! Also
pretending to be duffers that night: Sandy,
Margaret, Hal, Jim, Louise, Brian, Nancy, and
Linda. Please join us in October for this family-friendly, fun event!
BTW – October may be the last outside game before we move to GloGolf in Chapel Hills Mall. Watch the weather and your emails for
more info!
HELP WANTED! Do you have a Media or Publicity background? Maybe that’s something you’d like to try? If so, please consider helping
Plains & Peaks Mensa with Admissions Testing publicity! We’re looking to increase our testing numbers and really need a hand with the
publicity – ideas, contacts, someone to take this particular bull by the
horns and wrestle around with it! This would look good on your resume or annual job appraisal! If you’d be interested in volunteering ,
contact Sandy at mandshalby@comcast.net!
JOIN PLAINS & PEAKS MENSA ON FACEBOOK! See photos of recent
activities and meetings and get to know some of your fellow Mensans
via this popular social site! It’s a “closed” group so you have to ask to
join. Search FB for “Plains & Peaks Mensa” and if you can’t find it,
contact Sandy at mandshalby@comcast.net.
BLOGS AND WEBSITES: If you have a blog or website that you think
might interest other Mensans, send the link to Betsy at
Bogan54@aol.com so she can put it here.
E-MAIL AND ELECTRONIC NEWSLETTER: If you’re receiving this via
“snail mail,” consider changing your preferences to electronic newsletter and correspondence. It’s easy! Either go to the American Mensa web-site or contact American Mensa to change your preferences!
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BurgerQuest

MERF Scholarship

BURGERQUEST: PUSHY HOST MESSES UP

“The Mensa Education & Research Foundation college scholarship
program is unique in that its awards are based totally on essays
written by the applicants. There is no requirement for applicants to be
Mensa members nor is consideration given to grades, academic program, or financial need.” (From the MERF Web page at http://
www.mensafoundation.org/what-we-do/scholarships/)

Eleven of us dropped in at On The Boulevard to try out their burgers
on September 9th. Your host, though, was not quite ready for the
event. A prior engagement (church) ran late and left no time to stop
at home to pick up scoresheets. We simply enjoyed our burgers, then
wrote our evaluations on some scrap paper. That generated the second glitch – we didn’t evaluate the Value for Price! No matter, Chris,
Elaine (and her kids Derek and Ethan), George, Janet, Jason, JJ, Robin,
Scott, and Wayne had great conversations and great burgers. Ratings,
to the nearest half point, were:
Hamburger and Toppings
Service
Cleanliness
Side dishes
Value for price
Atmosphere

4.5
4.0
4.0
4.0
**
3.5

Comments were: “The host is pushy” (this from his spouse, after he
had to remind her several times to submit an evaluation), “Teriyaki
burger cooked perfectly on a Kaiser roll. Potato salad was a bit
bland.”, “Why not go to some place [we] went to, say 3 years ago, and
we can see if they improved. Burger was dry. Onion rings were great.
Had to ask more than once for an ice tea refill.”, “Sports bar, so noisy.
Meatloaf was yummy. Great group to visit with.” (this person had a
meatloaf burger).
In April of last year, eleven Plains & Peaks members & guests showed
up at the Black Bear Diner on Garden of the Gods Road for a Burger
evaluation. One of the comments this month was that we could revisit some locations, and your host believes this may be a good idea and
we should discuss it. But instead, in October, let’s visit the Black Bear
Diner at 975 N. Academy Blvd (near Galley Road), Colorado Springs,
CO 80909 (phone 719 314-3616). You can view their lunch menu at
https://blackbeardiner.com/menus/?meal=lunch and entering the zip
code 80909.(BTW, did you know that in addition to another central
Colorado location in Fountain, there are Black Bear Diners in about
ten states?) If this one is like the Black Bear Diner on Garden of the
Gods, we’ll need some accurate reservations, so be sure to give
George a call at 719-418-6073 or send an email to
gcooper@cooperplace.net a day or two (or more) in advance. Forgot
to reply? Come anyway, we’ll do our best to fit you in. This is a familyfriendly place, so be sure to bring along the ankle-biters. Remember,
BurgerQuest is a kid-friendly event.

What could be simpler than writing an essay describing your goals
and filling out a very simple application? And the applicant requirements couldn’t be simpler, either: The applicant must be a citizen or
permanent resident of the US who resides in a participating local
group's area; the applicant must be enrolled in a degree program in
an accredited institution of higher learning during the academic year
following the application date; and lastly, the applicant must submit
an application and essay of not more than 550 words explaining their
academic and/or vocational goals. Please note: The essay application is available now. The deadline for entries is January 15, 2019.
So, if you’re in a degree program or about to enter one, check out the
MERF Essay Contest. There will be at least one prize of approximately
$500 given out for our local area, along with the potential of winning
up to $1000 at the national level. And remember, you don’t have to
be in Mensa to participate, so if you have a friend or relative who
would qualify, direct them to the MERF web-site http://
www.mensafoundation.org/what-we-do/scholarships/ for the complete rules and application, or have them contact Sandy Halby, 719528-5483, or e-mail mandshalby@comcast.net.

Trivia
Potpourri
1.

Samhainophobia is the abnormal fear of what?

2.

Who performed the first human heart transplant, and when?

3.

'A Christmas Carol' was first published in what year?

4.

What company marketed the first canned soda?

5.

At what temperature does the Celsius and Fahrenheit
temperature scale read the same?

6.

Mensa-versaries
Dawn Badolato
David Barnett
Christian Boyd
Mickey Burdick
George Cooper
Brendan Fields
Rajshekar Kamath
Christan Kramer
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Brad Laybourne
Susan Pelto
George J Proeller
Judy Sikes
Philip Stahl
Adam Tatusko
Keith Wear

by RC Timm

How many Mercury astronauts flew on all three of the first
NASA programs; Mercury, Gemini & Apollo?

7.

What truck was the first "Bigfoot"?

8.

In 1906, the town of Derry Church, Pennsylvania was
renamed to what?

9.

What are the names of a female, male and baby fox?

10. Who did the running scenes for Tom Hanks in Forest Gump?
Talk is cheap … except when Congress does it.

Trivia/Cryptogram Answers

Lee Van Arsdale
Kurt Heppard
Susan Pelto
Betsy A Ogan
Daniel Tapio
Kirk Reichelt
Patrick Crawford
Kenneth Connolley
Mark Roeckel
Steven L Neidens
Nancy Lukenbill
Chris Cooper

October 6
October 7
October 8
October 13
October 14
October 14
October 16
October 17
October 20
October 23
October 25
October 28

NOTE: If your birthday isn’t here, it’s probably because that information is marked “non-releasable” on our rosters. To check your
personal information release status, please contact American Mensa
(1-800-66-MENSA) or go to www.us.mensa.org and under My Mensa,
go to My Demographics.

MERF Judges Needed
Judging MERF Scholarship Essay Contest entries couldn’t be easier –
just read the essays (which are all sent to you as PDFs and are under
550 words), follow the 100-point judging system (so many points for
grammar and organization, content and impression – all very clearly
spelled out in the judges’ instructions) and then send Sandy Halby,
the MERF Local Chair, your results on a pre-formatted Excel or Word
form!! Easy-peasy! If you can spare a couple of hours in late January
or early February and help out with this very unique and worthwhile
scholarship program, that would be great!
BTW - One person from our Plains & Peaks Local Group area will receive an award of about $500! You could be the deciding judge!
If you would be interested in helping judge essays – either at the local
level or the regional level - please contact Sandy at 719-528-5483 or
mandshalby@comcast.net! Thanks!

Betsy Ogan©

Photograph by Betsy Ogan
Yellowstone National Park 2018
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October Events
Tuesday, October 2nd, 6pm: ExComm Meeting and Dinner. Let’s
gather at Edelweiss German Restaurant, 34
East Ramona (just off South Nevada, near I25) for a very short business meeting and
dinner. We’ll need reservations for this
one, so please let Sandy know you’ll be
there (mandshalby@comcast.net or call 719
-528-5483).
Friday, October 5th, 5pm: Give In To Beer Pressure. In October,
which is a month known for apples, apple spice, and
ciders, let's go to Colorado Common Hard Cider, 4655
Town Center Drive #130 (a bit SW of Murray and
Platte). For those who insist on "beer" for GITBP,
Colorado Common offers several varieties of hopped
ciders. Remember, if you have an idea or new pub
for Give In To Beer Pressure, let Sean know! By email:
sean.mccormick.us@member.mensa.org, or cell: (719) 651-6706.
Saturday, October 6th, 10am: Caffeine Conundrum. Let’s check out
Caffe Communitas, which claims to “exist to raise funds to support
good works”! Sounds like a good idea so let’s give
them a hand by meeting there for Caffeine Conundrum in October! Caffe Communitas is at 9420
Briar Village Pt, Suite 170 (inside Marco’s Pizza).
Check them out at www.caffecommunitas.com.
Please RSVP by Thursday to John (call 719-5710471 or email jarofberts@gmail.com) so he’ll have a headcount and
can let them know we’re coming!
th

Wednesday, October 10 , 6:00pm: Mini-Golf! Let’s meet up at Legends Miniature Golf (6655 Dalby Drive, just off Dublin and Powers) for
18 challenging holes of mini-golf! Legends
Miniature Golf offers three different 18-hole
miniature golf courses: World Wonders, Animal Kingdom (with that damn giraffe that has
flummoxed Linda), and Western Frontier. This
is a family-friendly event and the cost for 18
holes is only $6 for adults, $5 for kids and seniors! Winner will be
declared the Plains & Peaks Mini-golf Champion … and can keep that
title until the next time we go mini-golfing! NOTE: In case of inclement weather, we’ll move to the Glo-Golf indoor course at Chapel Hills
Mall. Watch your e-mail if the weather is questionable! (Or call
Sandy at 719-528-5483!)
Saturday, October 13th, 10am: Mensa Admissions Testing Session.
Got a friend or family member you’re sure is “Mensa material”? We’ll
be holding Mensa Admissions Testing this date! Contact Sandy Halby,
719-528-5483 or e-mail mandshalby@comcast.net for all the details.
Saturday, October 13th, 1pm: Mensa Hike. Let’s do a stroll around
Fox Run Park – easy trails, great views, two ponds, and “culturally
modified trees” abound! Bonus – dog friendly! The weather should
be just right for afternoon explorations! If you’ve been hesitant to
join in a hike, this is a good one to start with – not
too hard and well-maintained trails! Why not join
us? Directions: Take CO-83 north and turn left on
Old North Gate road then turn right onto Roller
Coaster. After 1.5 miles turn left on Stella Drive and
the Fox Run Park entrance will be on your right.

Enter the park and make a left at the T. Follow that road around to
the ponds. We’ll meet at the Roller Coaster Trailhead, which is listed
at 2110 Stella Dr., COS, 80921. There is parking at the trailhead and
we’ll meet at the parking lot at Sandy’s car – she has a red Ford Explorer (with the gold Mensa logo on the back). We’re hitting the trail
promptly at 1pm, so arrive a few minutes early to get parked, get your
hat/water/etc. ready and find the group! Be sure to wear your hiking
shoes and bring sun block and water, too!
Sunday, October 14th, 1pm: BurgerQuest 2018-10. We’re meeting
at the Black Bear Diner at 975 N. Academy Blvd (near
Galley Road), Colorado Springs, CO 80909 (phone 719
314-3616). RSVP by yesterday or before by calling
George at 719-418-6073 (and leave a message) or
sending him an e-mail at gcooper@cooperplace.net .
Even if you don’t RSVP, come anyway, we’ll make
room. Be sure to bring the rug-rats, BurgerQuest is kid-friendly!
Tuesday, October 16th, 6pm: Trivial Pursuits. We’re playing Showdown, a 6-stage trivia contest featuring a wide variety of topics, at
Buffalo Wild Wings, 2905 Geyser Drive (at I-25 and Lake, next to Outback Steaks and Tinseltown) – they claim to have 45 players and Wi-Fi
so everybody should be able to play! We’re drinking some adult beverages (if you want to) and noshing on
wings and other Buffalo Wild Wings
specialty foods like burgers and sandwiches! The actual game starts at
6:30pm, but if you want a game player you probably should get there
earlier! Call or e-mail Guest Host Sandy (719-528-5483, mandshalby@comcast.net) to let her know you’ll be there!
Friday, October 19th, 11am: Food Truck Friday! Let’s check out Boulder Street Bites – a new gathering spot for food truck on – you
guessed it – Boulder Street! PigLatin and a few others, including Chef
Bob’s Lobstah Trap, have been meeting daily in
the lot at 116 East Boulder, sharing the space
and customers. The food trucks rotate, so we
don’t know who will be there on the 19th, but
we do know, given the participating food trucks,
the grub will be good!
Saturday, October 20th, 6:00pm: IntelCon! Here’s the idea – every
month or so, we meet up to discuss a new issue or perhaps view a
documentary and then discuss it. Could be a current event, controversial topic, historical event – whatever we want! In October – let’s talk
about some current news events (both local and national). We’re
gathering at Community Room at Peak Place Café, 2360 Montebello
Square Drive, Suite H1 (which is off Academy Blvd and Montebello).
BTW - Peak Place offers coffee, wine, beer and food.
Sunday, October 21st, 4:30pm: Kimball’s Peak Three! Join some of
your fellow Mensans at Kimball’s, which is a downtown (Pikes Peak
and Tejon) first run movie theater showing “the very best of current
independent and foreign films.” The plan is to meet at 4:30, have a
drink in Kimball’s full-service bar, select a movie to
attend together (or not!), and then afterwards, possibly have another drink and/or dinner and discuss the
movie(s). We’ll be taking a chance on what Kimball’s is
showing on this date - but you never know! Could be
the best movie you’ve ever seen!!

OCTOBER
Sun

Mon
1

Tue
2

Wed
3

Thu
4

5

6:00 pm
ExComm
Meeting/Dinner
@ Edelweiss

7

8

9

RSVP
Caffeine
Conundrum

10

Fri

11

6

5:00 PM
Give In To
Beer Pressure @
Colorado Common

12

15

1:00 PM
BurgerQuest @
Black Bear Diner
RSVP by 10/13

21

22

16
6:00 PM
Trivial Pursuits @
Buffalo Wild Wings

23

17

10:00 AM
Mensa Testing
1:00 PM
Fox Run Park Hike

18

24

25
RSVP
Ultimate Saturday
Supper

29

30

19 11:00 AM

20

Food Truck
Friday @
Boulder Street
Bites

4:30 PM
Kimball Peak 3

28

10:00 AM
Caffeine
Conundrum @
Café Communitas

13

6:00 PM
Mini-Golf @
Legends
Miniature Golf

14

Sat

26

6:00 PM
IntelCon

27
6:00 PM
USS @
Bourbon Brothers

31

Events Continued
Saturday, October 27th 6pm: Ultimate Saturday Supper! We all liked
it! We all said we wanted to go back to it. So, let's do it! The Bourbon Brothers Smokehouse and Tavern, 13021 Bass Pro Drive, was a
crowd-pleaser when we visited almost two years ago so it's worthy of
a return trip. Bourbon Brothers offers a southern-inspired menu with
classic recipes and perfect twists on traditional
dishes that are sure to satisfy. Try the Fried
Green Tomatoes, Chicken N’ Waffles, and Bacon
Wrapped Smoked Meatloaf, or check out the
signature Louisiana dishes including Jambalaya, Red Beans & Rice,
Fried Catfish, and Creole Pasta. Bourbon Brothers meats are smoked
in a Hickory Pit Smoker and everything in between is made from
scratch using their own recipe rubs and sauces. Sample a few of their
85 brands of whiskey or sip a bourbon cocktail. Wine, beer, and other
drinks are also on the menu. Let Al know you're coming so we can
reserve a chair for you (alackerson@msn.com, text or call 291-8749)!
Advance Notice: Friday, November 2nd, 5pm: Give In To Beer Pressure! Stay tuned for the location of November’s GITBP – selected by
the high complex, secret algorithm developed exclusively by Sean!!
Advance Notice: Saturday, November 3rd, 10am: Caffeine Conundrum. Let’s check out Blank Coffee, located at 600 South 21st Street,
Suite 150 (just off Highway 24). It’s in the Roundhouse, is brand new
and by all reports, the food is excellent. So, don’t eat breakfast at
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home – let’s grab something there along with our coffee! RSVP to
John (call 719-571-0471 or email jarofberts@gmail.com)
Advance Notice: Tuesday, November 6th, 6:30pm: ExComm Meeting
Let’s check out Ruffrano’s Hell’s Kitchen Pizza, located at 9 Ruxton Ave
Manitou Springs (near the roundabout).
Ruffrano’s says they are the place for “New
York Pizza in Colorado” and famous for HellFire Pizza and Hell Hound Calzones.
PLAINS & PEAKS MENSA HOLIDAY GALA PARTY
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 8TH
Briarhurst Manor, Manitou Springs
We’ll be getting together on Saturday, the 8th of December, to celebrate the holiday season, our friendships, and our unique Mensa camaraderie. Our annual gala, featuring dinner, door
prizes, White Elephant Gift Exchange, and an allaround GREAT time will be at the Briarhurst Manor
in Manitou Springs. We’ll meet for cocktails (pay-asyou-go) at 5:00 pm, then dinner at 6:15 pm. For
those interested in staying nearby, Blue Skies Inn is
right next door! Watch your future newsletter and
e-mail for all the details!
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