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Hello, Peaksters!  All is good at the Halby 
House – Otis C the Newfoundland had a good 
doggie check-up today.  He’s just getting old 
and a bit cranky at times – kind of like Rent-A-
Mike!  Chance is cancer free after his surgery 
and chemo, and Cooper T is getting ready for 
his other hip surgery. Geez – that does sound 
like a lot – but I wouldn’t trade any of them 
out!  Even Rent-A-Mike!  We’re thinking 
about getting another dog to join our pack, 
but we need to wait until after Cooper T is 
fully recovered, which is going to take a cou-
ple of months.  Maybe a new dog to celebrate 
spring?  Keep me in mind come spring if you 
hear of a large, shaggy, male dog that needs a 
home – and I’ll keep watching the rescue 
lines, too! 
 
On to Mensa business … first on the list – the 
upcoming Holiday Party!  Scheduled for Satur-
day, the 8th of December at the Briarhurst 
Manor in Manitou Springs!  I have to warn 
you – seating is limited so be sure to RSVP 
early.  Also remember that our Mensa group 
kicks in a portion of the cost, which is listed at 
$45 per person (and that’s not  a bad price for 
the Briarhurst).  If you have any questions, 
please give me a call or drop me an e-mail.  
 
As is our usual practice, the only events in 
December are Give In To Beer Pressure,  
Caffeine Conundrum, and the Holiday Party. 
Then, in January – we pick back up to full 
swing with our events! 
 
Looking back now … In October, we visited 
the Colorado Common Hard Cider for Give In 
To Beer Pressure.  I’ve never been a cider fan, 
but this visit to Colorado Common turned me 
around on that!  I fell in love with their ciders 
– and can’t wait to visit another cider place!  
Sean, Dave – hear that?  I’m a cider fan now! 
 

We went Edelweiss German Restaurant for 
ExComm – always good German food. And, 
mid-month, Jonathan, Natalie, Henry, Arte-
mis, and I went to Fox Run Park just north of 
the city for our hike.  I chose a nice day for 
Fox Run Park – the weather was perfect – a 
not too warm mid-October day and we 
spotted lots of culturally modified trees!  I 
think Henry and his friend Artemis really en-
joyed the walk, too!   
 
October BurgerQuest was at Black Bear Diner 
– be sure to read George’s article for all the 
reviews.  And, also in October, Jim H really 
kicked butt at Trivial Pursuits!  Go, Jim!  We 
also held Food Truck Friday, which is turning 
into a date lunch for Mike and me ‘cause 
we’re the only attendees – but that’s okay!  
Maybe one day, some of you will join us!  
 
Coming up in November – all the usual events 
plus “Celebration of Democracy” hosted by 
Wayne and Jennie-Jo!  We’ll be watching the 
mid-term election returns, noshing and per-
haps drinking a bit – to either celebrate our 
victories or drown our sorrows!  Regardless, it 
will be a fun evening.  And, since that was the 
night of ExComm, I moved ExComm to the 
next week.  All the details, dates, and times 
are in the calendar! Check it out! 
 
We’re planning on holding another Mensa 
Admissions Testing Session in January.  You 
should have received, via email, a one-time 
use discount code that can be given to a non-
member who may, at no cost, either submit 
prior evidence or sit for a supervised test!  If 
you didn’t get your discount code, or if you 
have questions about the program, please 
contact American Mensa or me!  So, why not 
use that free code and encourage someone 
you know to take the test?  After all, it is free!   

http://www.plainsandpeaks.us.mensa.org/ 
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Also, don’t forget – we are in the midst of the 
MERF Scholarship Essay Contest.  Please pass 
the Essay Contest information to anyone you 
think might be eligible and want to apply.  
Also, if you’d be interested in judging essays, 
either at the local or regional level, please 
contact me. 
 
That’s about it for now, folks … I can’t think of 
anything else … so - hope to see you at a 
Mensa event!  Happy Thanksgiving to all … 
and remember to RSVP to the Holiday Party!   
 

~Sandy 

http://www.plainsandpeaks.us.mensa.org/
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Plains and Peaks Mensa Officers 
 

 

Sandy Halby (LocSec/President) 
6066 Del Rey Dr. 
Colorado Springs, CO 80918 
719-528-5483 
mandshalby@comcast.net 
 
Chris Cooper (2nd Vice Pres. for Membership) 
1105 Bowstring Rd. 
Monument, CO 80132-8595 
(719-646-4456) 
Shedonist@Cooperplace.net 
 
George Cooper (treasurer) 
1105 Bowstring Rd. 
Monument, CO 80132-8595 

719-646-4456 
gcooper@cooperplace.net 
 
Srikant Mantravadi (Gifted Youth Coordinator) 
6433 Jules Drive 
Colorado Springs, CO 80923 
(719) 352-5074 
srikant_mantravadi@yahoo.com 
 
Betsy Ogan (PlainsPeaking Editor) 
1061 Hummingbird Ct. 
Colorado Springs, CO 80921 
719-481-1199 
Bogan54@aol.com 
 
Sean McCormick (Webmaster)  
4220 Ruby Dr. 
Colorado Springs, CO 80918 
719-651-6706  
ithelpco@gmail.com 

 
Al Ackerson (Past President) 
5102 Galley Road, #430AW 
Colorado Springs, CO  80915 
719-465-3747 
Alackerson@msn.com 

What’s Up In Our Region 

Rich Olcott 

Regional Vice Chair 

Heartland Region 7  
 

 RVC7@us.mensa.org 
720-390-7889 

A lot of news to report from the AMC quarterly meeting, but I’ll start 
by thanking the 118 Mensans who’ve stepped up to fill the 164 posi-
tions that keep our Heartland Region’s Local Groups going.  Do the 
math – some of these folks are wearing multiple hats.  The next time 
you see one of these volunteers (check this newsletter’s Officers 
listing), make a point to say “Thanks.”  Better yet, offer to help out. 
 
Heads-up – this development will probably impact our Officers more 
than the general membership but just in case.  Thanks to a leaky roof, 
creaky A/C system, and general “we’ve outgrown our space”-ness, the 
National Office is moving to a new location (still in Arlington TX).  
Packing and unpacking will keep everyone extra busy over the next 
few months so response times to requests may be a little slow.  For 
the first time ever, staff will have the week off between Christmas and 
New Year so they can catch their breath before diving into 2019. 
 
Our sparsely populated states have long had a BIG problem –
supporting our Mensa testing program when prospective members 
may be hours away from where the Proctor is, if the Local Group even 
has a Proctor available when prospects have free time for a test.  
“Obvious,” you say, “use the Internet to do testing.”  We’ve been 
working on that for years, but the test publishers have tight re-
strictions on where and how their tests can be given online.   
 
One testing center vendor, who has six or more sites in every state, 
has finally met those restrictions.  Negotiations are proceeding and 
we hope to be able to offer online testing next year.  But don’t worry 
that it might replace face-to-face Proctoring sessions – we’re a social 
organization, after all, and meeting a real live Mensan is the best way 
to invite a person in. 
 
Some event sponsors have had to deal with another long-standing 
problem – even Mensans don’t always behave well.  You may have 
heard about an incident at the Annual Gathering or a Regional Gath-
ering.  American Mensa has an elaborate dispute resolution process, 
but that’s for after the fact.  How can we proactively make our Events 
even safer than they are now, but still preserve the good-times at-
mosphere that our people want to enjoy?  The AMC has charged our 
newly-appointed Event Safety Task Force with answering that ques-
tion.  You’ll see more from them soon. 
 
There’s more, but it’ll have to wait for the December column.  Have a 
great, and thankful, Thanksgiving. 
 

- Rich Olcott 

Cryptogram 

 
"SRMRU QKKUHGYKR KE JQIHZR  

 
KWQK BWHZW HF QVRNYQKRIP  

 
RTAIQHSRV GP FKYAHVHKP."  

 
~ WQSIES'F UQXEU  

mailto:mandshalby@comcast.net
mailto:Shedonist@Cooperplace.net
mailto:srikant_mantravadi@yahoo.com
mailto:Bogan54@aol.com
mailto:windy@adoretti.com
mailto:Alackerson@msn.com
mailto:RVC7@us.mensa.org


WELCOME: 
Jordan Atkins and Laure Markee, both who are moving into our area.  
Hello and welcome to Plains & Peaks Mensa! 
 
E-MAIL AND ELECTRONIC NEWSLETTER: If you’re receiving this via 
“snail mail,” consider changing your preferences to electronic news-
letter and correspondence.  It’s easy!  Either go to the American Men-
sa web-site or contact American Mensa to change your preferences! 
 
GET PUBLISHED! If you’d like to contribute to the PlainsPeaking 
newsletter, submit your article, poem, photo, puzzle, whatever to 
Betsy at bogan54@aol.com . 
 

OCTOBER TRIVIAL PURSUITS!  Nine of us attended Trivial Pursuits in 
October with seven of those nine kick-
ing Carlos’ butt!  It was a heated con-
test, but Jim really outdid himself. Be-
sides winning our local game, Jim fin-
ished 7th in the entire nation that night and took over the #1 score in 
Buffalo Wild Wings recent history!  Hurrah!  With all our good scores, 
we came in #36 in the nation, too!  Here’s how the rest of us finished 
(starting with second place):  Al, Mike, George, Jay, Louise, Mark, then 
8th and 9th from some interlopers, then in 10th place Carlos, with Su-
san and Sandy brining up the rear in 11th and 12th place!  Looking for-
ward to next month when we beat Carlos again!! 

 

OCTOBER MINI-GOLF:  October was the last Mini-Golf of our season.  
[Insert sad sigh here.]  Mark took the trophy 
home for the year, but I’ll bet he’ll be back 
again in January when we pick up again at Glo-
Golf in the Chapel Hills Mall.  Watch for the 
announcement in your Dec/Jan edition of Plain-
sPeaking! 

 

HELP WANTED! Do you have a Media or Publicity background? May-
be that’s something you’d like to try? If so, consider helping Plains & 
Peaks Mensa with Admissions Testing publicity! We’re looking to in-
crease our testing numbers and really need a hand with the publicity 
– ideas, contacts, someone to take this particular bull by the horns 
and wrestle around with it! This would look good on your resume or 
annual job appraisal!  If you’d be interested in volunteering to be our 
Publicity person, contact Sandy at mandshalby@comcast.net!  
 
JOIN US ON FACEBOOK! See photos of recent activities and meetings 
and get to know some of your fellow Mensans via this popular social 
site!  It’s a “closed” group so you have to ask to join.  Search FB for 
“Plains & Peaks Mensa” and if you can’t find it, contact Sandy at 
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Plains & Peaks Patter 
“The Mensa Education & Research Foundation college scholarship 
program is unique in that its awards are based totally on essays 
written by the applicants. There is no requirement for applicants to be 
Mensa members nor is consideration given to grades, academic pro-
gram, or financial need.”  (From the MERF Web page at http://
www.mensafoundation.org/what-we-do/scholarships/) 
 
What could be simpler than writing an essay describing your goals 
and filling out a very simple application? And the applicant require-
ments couldn’t be simpler, either: The applicant must be a citizen or 
permanent resident of the US who resides in a participating local 
group's area; the applicant must be enrolled in a degree program in 
an accredited institution of higher learning during the academic year 
following the application date; and lastly, the applicant must submit 
an application and essay of not more than 550 words explaining their 
academic and/or vocational goals.  Please note:  The essay applica-
tion is available now. The deadline for entries is January 15, 2019. 
 
So, if you’re in a degree program or about to enter one, check out the 
MERF Essay Contest.  There will be at least one prize of approximately 
$500 given out for our local area, along with the potential of winning 
up to $1000 at the national level.  And remember, you don’t have to 
be in Mensa to participate, so if you have a friend or relative who 
would qualify, direct them to the MERF web-site http://
www.mensafoundation.org/what-we-do/scholarships/ for the com-
plete rules and application, or have them contact Sandy Halby, 719-
528-5483, or e-mail mandshalby@comcast.net.   

MERF Scholarship Contest 

Trivia           by RC Timm 

A Cornucopia of Trivia 
 
1. In what state did Teddy Roosevelt refuse to shoot a bear in  

          November, 1902? 

2.     What is unique about The Pieta, a sculpture by Michelangelo?  

3.     What is the oldest state park in the U.S.? 

4.     What country started the first municipal bus service? 

5.     What is the French equivalent of LOL? 

6.     How much of the Boston Marathon is run in the city of Boston? 

7. Four nations have anthems with no lyrics,  

         can you name two of them? 

8.      What do the "A" and "W" in A&W Root Beer stand for?  

9. The U.S. flag has a record 50 stars on its flag, which country  

          is in second place with 27 stars? 

10.   When did the U.S. adopt time zones? 

 
Art Arfons holds one rather inglorious record. He crashed his Green 
Monster land-speed-record car in November 1966, becoming the only 
person to survive an over 600 mph car wreck. 
 

Mensa-versaries 
Sean Biddle 
John Birkhead 
Jane Cosper 
Gerri J Duke 
Mike Halby 
Thad Horrell 
Ryan P Mielke 
David Niedringhaus 

Kevin M Powers 
Tyler Prescott 
Susan L Ridge 
Christopher M Root 
Kathie Schmidt 
Margaret Shetz 
Nicholas Sol 
Stephen W Trolander 
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BLACK BEAR DINER (ACADEMY) RATES HIGH 
 
BurgerQuest visited the Black Bear Diner on Garden of the Gods 
about a year and a half ago and the group rated the burgers above 
4.0. With an impressive score like that, it seemed like a good idea to 
try out one of the other locations in the Springs, this one on the cor-
ner of N. Academy and Galley Road. The group seemed happy with 
that choice; Al, Doug, George, Linda, Jim, Kevin, and Scott again rated 
the burgers well above average. Scores, to the nearest half point, 
were: 
 
Hamburger and Toppings   4.0 
Service    4.5 
Cleanliness   4.0 
Side dishes   4.0 
Value for price   3.5 
Atmosphere   4.0 
 
Comments were: “Burger tasted like beef instead of bear. Serving size 
abundant. Good value overall.”, “Burger tasted great and was proper-
ly cooked, but bun got progressively more soggy. To avoid having to 
use a fork, next time I’ll order the burger on sourdough toast.”, “No 
burger, had the blackened salmon. Hash browns should be crispier.”, 
“Service was excellent, but the kitchen was slow. The Potato Soup 
was delicious. My burger was a perfect medium, and very tasty.” 
 
Your host read that a west coast chain named Hop Jack’s was going to 
open in August in the building formerly housing Ruby Tuesdays, on 
Stetson Hills and Powers. That was to be the location for the Novem-
ber meeting, but construction delays etc. moved the opening date to 
December, with the new name Hops N Drops. We may try that next 
year, but in the meantime our November location will be J. P. Fizzy’s, 
808 Garden of the Gods Road, CoS 80907, 719-598-7610, http://
jpfizzys.com/. A few notes from their website – the menu includes 
veggie burgers, lots of pictures of kids having fun there, they have 30 
beers on the menu (including 5 local beers and your host’s favorite, 
1554), and best of all, like Crave Burgers, they have Adult Milkshakes! 
Be sure to give George a call at 719-418-6073 or send an email to 
gcooper@cooperplace.net a day or two (or more) in advance. Forgot 
to reply? Come anyway, we’ll do our best to fit you in. This appears to 
be a family-friendly place, so be sure to bring along the rug rats. Re-
member, BurgerQuest is a kid-friendly event. 

BurgerQuest 
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Judging MERF Scholarship Essay Contest entries couldn’t be easier – 
just read the essays (which are all sent to you as PDFs and are under 
550 words), follow the 100-point judging system (so many points for 
grammar and organization, content and impression – all very clearly 
spelled out in the judges’ instructions) and then send Sandy Halby, 
the MERF Local Chair, your results on a pre-formatted Excel or Word 
form!!  Easy-peasy!  If you can spare a couple of hours in late January 
or early February and help out with this very unique and worthwhile 
scholarship program, that would be great! If you would be interested 
in helping judge essays – either at the local level or the regional level - 
please contact Sandy at 719-528-5483 or mandshalby@comcast.net!  
  
BTW -  One person from our Plains & Peaks Local Group area will 
receive an award of about $500!   You could be the deciding judge!   

MERF Judges Needed 

We’ll be getting together on Saturday, the 8th of December, to cele-
brate the holiday season, our friendships, and our unique Mensa ca-
maraderie. Our annual gala, featuring dinner, door prizes, White Ele-
phant Gift Exchange, and a generally all-around GREAT time will be at 
the beautiful Briarhurst Manor in Manitou Springs (404 Manitou Ave-
nue). We’ll be meeting for cocktails (pay-as-you-go) starting 5:00 pm, 
with dinner at 5:45 pm.  Please RSVP by November 20th with your 
dinner choice.  Guests are welcome to attend, also! 
 
Please remember that the venue will be preparing the meals based on 
the reservations, so if you must cancel or you are a “no show” at din-
ner, you will still have to pay full price ($45 per person) for the din-
ners you reserved.  
 
As a special event at this year’s party, and if you would like to partici-
pate, please bring a canned good or non-perishable food to the party 
to be donated. All donated goods will be collected and given to a local 
charity.  
 
We’ll also be doing a White Elephant Gift Exchange. For those of you 
not familiar with the White Elephant Gift Exchange (which is GREAT 
FUN), read on for the details! 
 
WHITE ELEPHANT GIFT EXCHANGE 
Remember that tacky “gift” you got last year at 
your office party gift exchange? What about 
the unidentifiable and utterly artless 
“sculpture” your cousin presented you with on 
your anniversary? Here’s your chance to get 
rid of an unwanted, or White Elephant, item. 
 
A White Elephant Gift Exchange works like this. Find something you 
don’t want any more (valued between $15 and $25 and in working 
condition). Wrap it up nicely in holiday paper.  Bring it to the Plains & 
Peaks Mensa Holiday Party on December 8th at the Briarhurst Manor 
(in Manitou Springs) and stack it with all the other gifts. 
 
Everyone bringing a gift will draw a number. Whoever picks number 1 
will be allowed to select one gift from the pile and open that gift. The 
person who has number 2 can chooses a gift from the pile or take the 
gift the person with number 1 has. If person number 2 chooses to 
take the gift from person number 1, then person number 1 gets to 
choose another gift and open it. Then the person who holds number 3 
will choose a gift or exchange that gift with person 1 or 2. Again, if 
person number 3 chooses to take one of the opened gifts, the person 
whose gift was taken can choose and open another present. This pro-
gresses until the last person has the final choice among all the opened 
gifts or the last gift on the table. Then, as the final White Elephant 
exchange, the poor person who got number 1 gets to either keep his/
her gift or take one of the gifts eligible for grabbing. (A gift can only be 
exchanged twice. After that, the person who has it is stuck with it!) 
 
Participating in the White Elephant Gift Exchange at the Plains & 
Peaks Mensa Holiday Party is entirely optional. But, keep in mind, it’s 
a lot of fun – and you never know what you’ll end up with – you might 
even like what you got! Some of the past years gifts have included: a 
stuffed toy chicken, an indoor waterfall machine-thing, bottles of 
wine, puzzles, books, CDs and videos, and lots of other neat (and not 
so neat!) things!  It’s all in the spirit of the holiday – so join in!! 

White Elephant Exchange 

mailto:mandshalby@comcast.net


  

November 2018 Page 5 

RSVP with your dinner choices (including salad dressing) to Sandy by Tuesday, November 20th.    

719-528-5483 or e-mail mandshalby@comcast.net  

 
Note:   If you cancel after November 20th or do not attend, you will still be liable for your full dinner charges. 

Party favors 

White Elephant gift exchange 

Door prizes  

Camaraderie 

What a night we’ll have! 

Trivia/Cryptogram Answers 

Judy Sikes  November 1 
George Cooper  November 8 
Nicholas Sayler  November 13 
Margaret Shetz  November 18 
Marcia M Carroll  November 21 
Blanton Combs  November 21 
Jennifer Wallace  November 26 
Rochelle Nutting  November 29 
 
NOTE:  If your birthday isn’t here, it’s probably because that infor-
mation is marked “non-releasable” on our rosters.  To check your 
personal information release status, please contact American Mensa 
(1-800-66-MENSA) or go to www.us.mensa.org and under My Mensa, 
go to My Demographics.  

PLAINS & PEAKS MENSA HOLIDAY PARTY 
 

Saturday, December 8th 

At the Briarhurst Manor, 404 Manitou Avenue  

Cocktails at 5:00 pm                      Dinner at 5:45 pm 

Reservations are required and space is very limited! RSVP early! 

Please choose from the following dinners (and salad dressings) when you RSVP: 

 

Roasted Half Chicken with Sherried Pecan Cream 

Herb Roasted Pork Lion with Fig Marsala Cream 

Roulade of Turkey with Sage Gravy and Cranberry Stuffing 

All Served with Cara’s Salad Maison dressed with either Vinaigrette or Ranch 

For Dessert:  Chef’s Choice!  
$45.00 per person for dinner, coffee, tea, or soda (includes tax and tip)  

Please note:  Plains & Peaks Mensa picks up a portion of the dinner cost for each member and one guest!  

mailto:mandshalby@comcast.net
http://www.us.mensa.org


Thursday, November 15th, 6:30pm: ExComm Meeting and Dinner.  
Let’s check out Ruffrano’s Hell’s Kitchen Pizza, located at 9 Ruxton Ave 
Manitou Springs (near the roundabout). Ruffrano’s says they are the 
place for “New York Pizza in Colorado” and 
famous for HellFire Pizza and Hell Hound Cal-
zones. Let’s see if they live up the hype!!  
Please let Sandy know you’ll be there 
(mandshalby@comcast.net or call 719-528-5483). 
 
Sunday, November 18th, 4:30pm: Kimball’s Peak Three!  Join some of 
your fellow Mensans at Kimball’s, which is a downtown (Pikes Peak 
and Tejon) first run movie theater showing “the very 
best of current independent and foreign films.” The 
plan is to meet at 4:30, have a drink in Kimball’s full-
service bar, select a movie to attend together (or 
not!), and then afterwards, possibly have another 
drink and/or dinner and discuss the movie(s). We’ll be 
taking a chance on what Kimball’s is showing on this date - but you 
never know!  Could be the best movie you’ve ever seen!!   
 
Tuesday, November 20th, 6pm: Trivial Pursuits. We’re playing Show-
down, a 6-stage trivia contest featuring a wide variety of topics, at 
Buffalo Wild Wings, 2905 Geyser Drive (at I-25 and Lake, next to Out-
back Steaks and Tinseltown) – they claim to have 45 players and Wi-Fi 
so everybody should be able to play!  We’re drinking some adult bev-
erages (if you want to) and noshing on wings and other Buffalo Wild 
Wings specialty foods like burgers and 
sandwiches! The actual game starts at 
6:30pm, but if you want a game player 
you probably should get there earlier!  
Call or e-mail Guest Host Sandy (719-528-5483, mandshal-
by@comcast.net) to let her know you’ll be there!  
 
Saturday, November 24th, 1pm:  Mensa Hike.  Let’s work off some of 
that Thanksgiving Dinner and go check out the High Chaparral Open 
Space! Lots of people don’t know about this hidden gem – located 
right off Powers and Stetson Hills.  The 54-acre space has wildlife and 

some great views – leashed dogs are welcome here!  
Directions: From I-25, take the Garden of the Gods 
exit east. Garden of the Gods will turn into Austin 
Bluffs Parkway. On Austin Bluffs Parkway head 
east/northeast to Stetson Hills Boulevard. Turn right 
at Stetson Hills and head east. Near the top of the 
hill, turn right into the High Chaparral parking lot.  

https://coloradosprings.gov/parks/page/high-chaparral-open-
space#map. We’ll meet at the parking lot at Sandy’s car – she has a 
red Ford Explorer (with the gold Mensa logo on the back). We’re 
hitting the trail promptly at 1pm, so you might want to arrive a few 
minutes early to get parked, get your hat/water/etc. ready and find 
the group! Be sure to wear your hiking shoes and bring sun block and 
water, too!  NOTE:  If the weather turns on us, we’ll cancel this event 
and visit High Chaparral another time. Watch your e-mail if the 
weather is questionable!  (Or call Sandy at 719-528-5483.) 
 
Friday, November 30th, 11am:  Food Truck Friday!  Let’s check out 
Boulder Street Bites – a new gathering spot for food truck on – you 
guessed it – Boulder Street!  PigLatin and a few others, including Chef 
Bob’s Lobstah Trap, have been meeting daily in the lot at 116 East 
Boulder, sharing the space and customers.  The 
food trucks rotate, so we don’t know who will 
be there on the 16th, but we do know, given the 
participating food trucks, the grub will be good!  
See you there!   

Thursday, November 1st, 8pm:  RSVP for Caffeine Conundrum!  
Please RSVP to John (call 719-571-0471 or email 
jarofberts@gmail.com) so he’ll have a headcount and can alert the 
coffee house we’ll be there on Saturday so they have a table set up!   
 
Friday, November 2nd, 5pm:  Give In To Beer Pressure!  The GITBP 
highly complex and proprietary algorithm has chosen Storybook 
Brewing for November. Storybook is standing the test of time. They 

are getting creative with small experimental batches 
and have a solid menu of flagship beers. We always 
love the name of Gnomish Beer Goggles. If you enjoy 
what you drink there, they recently started filling 
Growlers (large cans) for your to-go needs! Storybook 
is located at 3121 N El Paso Street, Suite A (in the 

Nevada and Fillmore area). 
 
Saturday, November 3rd, 10am:  Caffeine Conundrum.  Let’s check 
out Blank Coffee, located at 600 South 21st Street, Suite 150 (just off 
Highway 24).  In fact, it’s in the Roundhouse, is brand new and by all 
report, the food is excellent.  So, don’t eat break-
fast at home – let’s grab something there along 
with our coffee!  Please RSVP to John (call 719-571-
0471 or email jarofberts@gmail.com) so he’ll have 
a headcount and can let them know we’re coming! 
 
Tuesday, November 6th, 5pm:  Celebration of Democracy - Election 
Night!  Please join us for an evening of conviviality, collegiality and 
camaraderie as we reap anew the rewards (or not, dependent on 
your bent) of our Democracy as evidenced by the outcomes of our 
approaching mid-term elections.  Sharing reportage of emergent tab-

ulations of the votes cast by “We the People” with 
friends is an infrequent happenstance; sans high 
dudgeon, avec bridled emotions: the recipe for a 
pleasant and rewarding evening.  Beer and wine 
provided (maybe G&T’s?): BYO soft drinks and oth-
er libations. Bring some eats to share if inclined 
(welcome even if not so inclined).  If convenient, let 

the hosts know what you’ll be bringing. Hosts Wayne & Jennie Jo’s 
live at 9908 Paonia Park Pl, CS 80924 (near Powers and Union).  
RSVP if convenient: (619) 772-7976 (phone or text) or email: wayne-
white@q.com.  You will be welcome to show up even if RSVP-less.  
 
Saturday, November 10th, 6pm:  RSVP for BurgerQuest 2018-11.   
Reply “yes” as soon as you can, but no later than 6pm today, Novem-
ber 10th, for Sunday’s meeting at J. P. Fizzy’s, 808 Garden of the Gods 
Road, Colorado Springs, CO 80907. Call George at 719-418-6073 (and 
leave a message), or send him an e-mail at gcooper@cooperplace.net. 
Forgot to reply? We’ll try to make sufficient reservations, but come 
anyway, we’ll fit you in. And plan to bring the cookie-crumblers, Burg-
erQuest is a kid-friendly event. 
 
Sunday, November 11th, 1pm:  BurgerQuest 2018-11.  We’re meeting 
at J. P. Fizzy’s, 808 Garden of the Gods Road, Colorado Springs, CO 
80907 (phone 719-598-7610). RSVP by Saturday, November 10th, or 
before. Call George at 719-418-6073 (and leave a message) or send 
him an e-mail at gcooper@cooperplace.net.  Even if 
you don’t RSVP, come anyway, we’ll make room. Be 
sure to bring the rug-rats, BurgerQuest is a kid-
friendly event! 
 

November Events 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   
 

 1 
RSVP 

Caffeine 

Conundrum 

2 
5:00 PM 

Give In To 

Beer Pressure @  

Storybook Brewing 

3 
10:00 AM 

Caffeine 

Conundrum @  

Blank Coffee 

4 
 

5 6 
5:00 PM 

Election Night 

with 

Wayne & Jennie Jo 

7 
 

8 

 

9 
 

10    

 

11    
 1:00 PM 

BurgerQuest @  

J.P. Fizzy’s 

RSVP by 11/10 

12 13 

 
14 

 

15 
6:30 pm 

ExComm 

Meeting/Dinner 

@ Hell’s Kitchen 

Pizza 

16    17 
 

18 
4:30 PM 

Kimball’s Peak 3 

19 
 

20 
6:00 PM 

Trivial Pursuits @ 

Buffalo Wild Wings 

21 22 23 
 

24 
1:00 PM 

High Chaparral 

Open Space Hike 

225 
 

26 27 28 
 

29 
 

30 
11:00 AM 

Food Truck  

Friday @ 

Boulder Street 

Bites 

 
 

Advance Notice:  Thursday, December 6th, 8pm:  RSVP for Caffeine 
Conundrum!  Please RSVP to John (call 719-571-0471 or email 

jarofberts@gmail.com) so he’ll have a headcount and can alert the 
coffee house we’ll be there on Saturday so they have a table set up!   
 
Advance Notice:  Friday, December 7th, 5pm:  Give In To Beer Pres-
sure. December has been a month for taprooms the last couple of 
years, and it has been working out well. Tap Traders is one of the best 
in town. They always have a wide selection of Colorado's finest beers, 
and their location is comfortable, spacious, and historic! Tap Traders 
is in the old Alexander Film Company building, at 3104 N Nevada Ave 
#100. They have decorated with memorabilia from the building's past. 
 
Advance Notice:  Saturday, December 8th, 10am:  Caffeine Conun-
drum.  For December 8th we will be heading to The ROOST at The 
Till, 9633 Prominent Point .Here at The ROOST Coffee House we are 
proud to serve beloved local brands, like Hold Fast Coffee Company, 
Mission Coffee Roasters, and Switchback Coffee Roasters to bring a 
fresh and local coffee experience to the North Springs community. 

Events Continued 
 

PLAINS & PEAKS MENSA HOLIDAY GALA PARTY 

 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 8TH  

 

Briarhurst Manor, Manitou Springs 

 

We’ll be getting together on Saturday, the 8th of December, to cele-

brate the holiday season, our friendships, and our 

unique Mensa camaraderie. Our annual gala, featur-

ing dinner, door prizes, White Elephant Gift Ex-

change, and an all-around GREAT time will be at the 

Briarhurst Manor in Manitou Springs. We’ll meet 

for cocktails (pay-as-you-go) at 5:00 pm, then dinner 

at 6:15 pm.  For those interested in staying nearby, 

Blue Skies Inn is right next door!   

mailto:jarofberts@gmail.com


Mensa® is an international organization consisting of people who 

have scored in the top 2% on standardized IQ tests. Mensa is non-

profit and has no political or religious affiliations. The purpose of 

Mensa is to serve as a means of communication for its members and 

to foster intelligence. PlainsPeaking is the official publication of 

Plains & Peaks Mensa (#808). Mensa itself has no opinions; any 

opinions expressed in PlainsPeaking, if not otherwise designated, are 

those of the individual contributor or of the editor. The appearance of 

any paid advertisement, should such an unlikely event occur, in 

PlainsPeaking does NOT imply any endorsement of products, ser-

vices, or anything else mentioned in said ad by either Plains & Peaks 

Mensa, PlainsPeaking, American Mensa, Ltd., or Mensa Internation-

al. Mensa® is registered at the U.S. Patent Office as the collective 

mark of an international membership organization. 

 

PlainsPeaking is published monthly by Plains and Peaks Mensa 

Editor, 1061 Hummingbird Ct, Colorado Springs, CO  80921-5696. 

All material within is copyright©2018 by Plains & Peaks Mensa, ex-

cept where otherwise indicated. Masthead photo copyrighted 2009 

by Betsy Ogan. Subscriptions are $6.00 (11 monthly issues) for non-

Mensans and for Mensans who are not members of the Plains&Peaks 

local group. Single issues are available on a first-come, first-served 

basis with a SASE. 

 

Editorial Policy: We (deliriously) welcome your letters, articles, 

poems, artwork, and puzzles. Items submitted to PlainsPeaking 

should be the ORIGINAL work of the author, and should be emailed 

if possible. If previously published, please include where and when. 

MS Word , RTF, and plain text formats are especially encouraged for 

articles, JPG or GIF for artwork. Equations should be typeset with 

MS Equation Editor. Typewritten work signed by the author and 

submitted by surface mail is also welcome. Handwritten items may 

be accepted, but we cannot guarantee accuracy in publication. The 

editor’s e-mail address is Bogan54@aol.com. Please check with the 

editor about other acceptable media and formats. Artwork will be 

reproduced as black and white or grayscale (drawings or photo-

graphs). The Editor reserves the right to refuse to publish submitted 

material and to edit as necessary.  

 

Note to Contributors: By contributing material to Plains and 

Peaks Mensa, you are giving permission for your material to be pub-

lished in both the newsletter and the web-based newsletter archives. 

You MAY withhold your name, email address, or any other address; 

simply request this from the Editor. Other Mensa publications may 

reprint PlainsPeaking material if the author/artist and PlainsPeak-

ing are credited and the material is not individually copyrighted. 

Note to Reprinting Editors: A courtesy copy indicating the mate-

rial reprinted would be greatly appreciated. To: PlainsPeaking Edi-

tor, 1061 Hummingbird Ct, Colorado Springs, CO  80921-5696.  Let-

ters and emails to the Editor will not be published without the au-

thor’s permission. 

 

 

AMERICAN MENSA, LTD. 

1229 CORPORATE DRIVE WEST 

ARLINGTON, TX 76006-6103 


