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LocSec Lowdown
Hello, Peaksters! It sure feels like summer is in full
swing and as usual, I don’t have nearly enough time
to do everything I want in the yard, house, and
around town … not to mention play golf, work with
the dogs and bees, and go out occasionally with
family and friends! I really did think retirement was
going to be “leisure time” but it’s not – it’s work!
Maybe I’m doing it wrong?

And in May, our Food Truck choice was Treehouse
BBQ. Now, I’m not that much of a pulled pork fan,
but I had the pulled pork sandwich and it was delish! As a special feature on the day we went, Treehouse was also offering up smoked wings – which
George declared were excellent! Worth the visit
and if I happen across them again, I’ll definitely
order from their truck!

Rent-A-Mike and I did have a couple of great golf
days toward the end of May (at Patty Jewett and
Pine Creek) and I must make certain I carve out a
few more days for golf outings! BTW – for you
duffers, Patty Jewett is a real gem – nice, well maintained course with spectacular views. And for you
non-duffers – it’s worth the time to visit “Patty” and
see the grounds, the historic club-house, and perhaps eat lunch on the patio. Give me a call; I’ll join
you! RC – how about a golf date up at Shining
Mountain?

IntelCon was again fast and furious conversations
about a variety of topics – mostly about our political
system (but not politics, if you get the distinction).
We touched on voting age, gerrymandering, and
the recent in-the-news Doug Lamborn right to run
in the primary. In June, we’ll be viewing a documentary and then discussing it. Why not join us?

On to Mensa business … I just received an e-mail
from MERF regarding the MERF Scholarship Essay
Contest winners and I let out a big “YAHOO!!” Our
group, for the first time I can remember, had winners in not only the local group award category
(Diane Mossip $600 Local Group Award, one award
per local group), but also winners in the following
two categories: Harper Fowley ($600) and Don and
Virginia Prince ($600). I can’t release the names yet
but am very pleased that three local individuals
benefited from this most worthwhile program. And,
HUGE THANK YOU to our judges – Betsy Ogan, Al
Ackerson and Jennie-Jo White, as well as Regional
Chair Jane Cosper!
In May, our group had a great time at the Paint
Mines Interpretive Park (out in Calhan). About 12 of
us spent the morning exploring the many small
canyons and marveling at the formations and colors
(and the jackrabbits!) And, although we went early,
the park filled up fast and by the time we returned
to the parking area, it was full! In June, we’re heading out to the Palmer Lake Reservoir (see calendar
for details). Get out your hiking boots and join in!

(stay tuned for the location), Mini-Golf (at a new
location – be sure the check the calendar), Food
Truck Tuesday, Trivial Pursuits, and USS. That
should be more than enough to keep us busy, but
not necessarily out of trouble!
Are you going to the AG this year? I haven’t heard
of anyone in our group trekking to Indianapolis for
the annual Mensa event – except perhaps George,
who doesn’t miss AGs! If you are going, can you let
me know? Thanks!
Check out our packed calendar and join in an event
or two!

Our May Kimball’s movie selection was “The Rider”
– and semi-documentary about a rodeo rider who
was injured and had to make a choice to continue
that rough lifestyle or pursue another course of life.
It was one of those movies that I felt I had to think
about and the more I thought, the more I appreciated it (even though in places, it hit close to home).
The “actors” were not really actors (they were the
real deal) … and some of the scenes were not scripted at all (like when the main character broke a wild
horse). I do wish I had read about the film before I
saw it – I would have appreciated it much more
during the viewing. Anyway, there’s a great review
of the movie by Godfrey Cheshire on
www.RogerEbert.com.

~Sandy
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What’s Up In Our Region
Rich Olcott
Regional Vice Chair
Heartland Region 7
RVC7@us.mensa.org

720-390-7889

“What is so rare as a day in June?” asked James Russell Lowell. A day
at the Mensa Annual Gathering, for one. June has thirty days but
there are only 4½ days in the AG (5½ counting Colloquium). A day at
the AG is six times more rare. And those days go by so fast – half-adozen tracks of seminars on everything under the Sun and then some,
hours spent with old friends and new friends in Hospitality or the
Game Room, maybe do a run or some dancing, a Debate Room session exchanging views on a controversial topic in a surprisingly cordial
atmosphere, taking in or even entering a goofy contest or two, maybe
a few minutes watching a flock of Young Mensans dash by on a
quest... And on the way home you catch your breath thinking, “Aw,
gee, a whole year until the next one!” Rare, indeed. Although the AG
starts in July, there’s travel time to consider and you really should
register soon!
If you’re a Local Group officer or thinking about volunteering but want
to know what you’d be getting into, plan to attend The Nuts and Bolts
of the ExComm, the FREE (meals and overnight lodging are on us)
Leadership Development Workshops I wrote about last month. You
can learn how American Mensa works and how you can make it
better. Topic list includes LocSec Basics, Getting People Involved,
Getting PR for Mensa, Financial Basics Overview, Recruitment and
Retention Overview, and Exploiting The Internet. You’re invited to:



Fort Collins -- Arrive Friday June 15 at Residence Inn by Marriott,
1127 Oakridge Dr., Fort Collins, CO 80525. Call Ashlea Underwood at
970-212-9403 and tell her you’re with Mensa.

Plains and Peaks Mensa Officers
Sandy Halby (LocSec/President)
6066 Del Rey Dr.
Colorado Springs, CO 80918
719-528-5483
mandshalby@comcast.net
Chris Cooper (2nd Vice Pres. for Membership)
1105 Bowstring Rd.
Monument, CO 80132-8595
(719-646-4456)
Shedonist@Cooperplace.net
George Cooper (treasurer)
1105 Bowstring Rd.
Monument, CO 80132-8595

719-646-4456
gcooper@cooperplace.net
Srikant Mantravadi (Gifted Youth Coordinator)
6433 Jules Drive
Colorado Springs, CO 80923
(719) 352-5074
srikant_mantravadi@yahoo.com
Betsy Ogan (PlainsPeaking Editor)
1061 Hummingbird Ct.
Colorado Springs, CO 80921
719-481-1199
Bogan54@aol.com
Windy Adoretti (Webmaster)
1465 Stella Dr.
Colorado Springs, CO 80921
719-201-4743

windy@adoretti.com
Al Ackerson (Past President)
5102 Galley Road, #430AW
Colorado Springs, CO 80915
719-465-3747
Alackerson@msn.com



Or Omaha -- Arrive Friday July 20 at Fairfield Inn and Suites,
17240 Wright St, Omaha NE 68130. Reserve at this online link or call
402-504-9444 and ask for “the Mensa Leadership block.”

WELCOME:
Natalie Patience, a new Mensan! Natalie may be new to Mensa, but she’s
been attending events with her husband, Jonathan, and Henry (the pooch).
Glad to have you as an “official” member, Natalie!

The plan for each LDW is for people to arrive Friday afternoon/evening for dinner (if you can make it that early) and Hospitality/get-acquainted time. We stay over Friday night, attend sessions
(and have lunch) until 4:00pm or so on Saturday. Some people will
want to stay overnight Saturday and that'll be covered, too.

Welcome
&
Farewell

Late-and-great news – our Heartland Region has something more to
be proud of. We're only 6% of American Mensa's membership, but
this year we fielded 13% of the CultureQuest teams. Yay us!

Margaret Shetz, who moved here from
Pennsylvania. Very nice to have you in
our group – hope you are enjoying being with us as much as we are enjoying having you join in!

- Rich Olcott
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WELCOME BACK:
Edward Flanagan, who is rejoining Mensa. Sandy says “Hello,
Cousin” as there are Flanagans in her family history!

Plains & Peaks Patter

Trivia

E-MAIL AND ELECTRONIC NEWSLETTER: If you’re receiving this via
“snail mail,” PLEASE consider changing your preferences to electronic
newsletter and correspondence. It’s easy and you’ll not only receive
the newsletter earlier, but you’ll be able to click on links to web sites
and emails. PLUS, it’s all in color!! Either go to the American Mensa
web-site or contact American Mensa to change your preferences!

Yet More Potpourri

MAY TRIVIAL PURSUITS! Seven Plains & Peaks Mensa members
played a round of Buzztime Trivia in May, and we took 7 of the top 7
places with Mike winning overall! Mike placed #016 in the nation and
our location ranked #113! Hurrah!!
The rest of the results (from 2nd place
on): Loren (Way to go, Loren! Good
job!! Kicked your dad’s butt!), Mark,
Damon, Al, George and Sandy. Why not come out for the fun next
month? Check the calendar for date/time and RSVP info!
MAY MINI-GOLF: Huzzah!! Eight of us showed up for Mini-Golf in
May and the weather could not have been better! We played boys
versus girls: Curtis, Dave, Mark and Jim against
Sandy, Linda, Jen and Louise. The guys handily
beat the girls (or did the girls let them win?).
Holes-in-one by Mark, Jim (who actually got
two), and Linda upped the challenge for all of
us! In May, we’ll be visiting a new course, so
check out the calendar for details!
HELP WANTED! Do you have a Media or Publicity background? Maybe that’s something you’d like to try? If so, consider helping Plains &
Peaks Mensa with Admissions Testing publicity! We’re looking to increase our testing numbers and really need a hand with the publicity
– ideas, contacts, etc. And, bonus – this would look good on your
resume or annual job appraisal! If you’d be interested in volunteering , contact Sandy at mandshalby@comcast.net!
JOIN PLAINS & PEAKS MENSA ON FACEBOOK! See photos of recent
activities and meetings and get to know some of your fellow Mensans
via this popular social site! It’s a “closed” group so you have to ask to
join. Search FB for “Plains & Peaks Mensa.”

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

by RC Timm

What connection does Gilligan (of island fame) have with
Colorado?
How was the lawn mower described by it's inventor?
You are working in a theater concession stand and you see
some 'old maids', what are they?
How many bytes are in a kilobyte?
What civilization was the first to develop cuneiform?
What was the Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact?
What chili pepper is currently the hottest?
What replaced the Monopoly flat iron game piece in 2013?
What is an Octothorpe?
What was absent in American life from 1835 to 1837?

I don't like making plans for the day, because the word
'premeditated' might be used in the courtroom.

Mensa-versaries
Christine B Baugh
Debra Bell
Gregory H Bloss
Gregory Culbreth
M. Shane Hall
Susan Louise Heisey
Brian Herbert
Linda Laird
Larry Wayne Lewis

William R Machacek
Sean F McCormick
Esther L N Mueller
Jonathan Patience
Dave Robinder
Gary Thomas
Dr. Sallie A Watkins
Kimball Williams

Trivia/Cryptogram Answers

GET PUBLISHED! If you’d like to contribute to the PlainsPeaking
newsletter, submit your article, poem, photo, puzzle, whatever to
Betsy at bogan54@aol.com .

Cryptogram
"W FZQJ BGWSWBSR BC
KA BUS TDN W PBS'N ZYUZAR
ZHOJJ UWNF NFJK."
~GOJRWPJSN HJBOHJ F.U. TDRF
June 2018
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June Events
Friday, June 1st, 5pm: Give In To Beer Pressure. In June, we’re heading out to see an old friend - Gold Camp Brewing! It’s been exactly
three years since we’ve been there and that’s about
how long they’ve been in business! Gold Camp’s
address is 1007 S Tejon St., but even though they
have a Tejon address, they are located on Mill St.
next to Continental Cleaners. Their motto is “We aim
to serve fantastic beer in a relaxed atmosphere.”
Let’s see if we agree!! Remember, if you have an idea or new pub for
Give In To Beer Pressure, let Sean know! By email:
sean.mccormick.us@member.mensa.org, or by cell: (719) 651-6706.
Saturday, June 2nd, 10am: Caffeine Conundrum. Get your weekend
kicked off to a great start and join the Caffeine Conundrum Crowd for
Coffee!! In June – Kairos Coffee House! Great venue for our group – plus the coffee and food menu
look fabulous! Kairos is at 505 Popes Bluff Trail,
just off I-25 and Garden of the Gods. Remember, if
you hear of a new coffee place, let John know:
(719) 571-0471 or jarofberts@gmail.com.
Wednesday, June 6th, 6:30pm: ExComm Meeting and Dinner. Let’s
wander over to Old Colorado City and visit one of our favs - Pizzeria
Rustica at 2527 West Colorado Avenue. Pizzeria Rustica is famous for
their standards in food prep – daily made, handstretched dough; organic (and local as much as
possible) toppings; fast firing in their custom brick
pizza oven (made by a local west-side mason). Plus
they have a super wine list that complements their
appetizers and pizzas. Join us for a short (very
short) business meeting and then dinner! If you
get the chance, let Sandy know you’ll be there
(mandshalby@comcast.net or call 719-528-5483).
Sunday, June 10th, 1pm: BurgerQuest! We’re meeting at – well, stay
tuned! You’ll get an e-mail blast giving you the location of June’s
BurgerQuest and for you non-e-mail folks, call George to ask where it
is going to be! Regardless, RSVP by yesterday or
before, so we can know how many seats to ask
them to set up for us. Even if you don’t RSVP, come
anyway, we’ll make room. Be sure to bring the rug
rats, this BurgerQuest is kid friendly! RSVP to
George: 719-418-6073, gcooper@cooperplace.net.
Wednesday, June 13th, 5:30pm: Mini-Golf! We’re switchin’ it up
and moving to a new course! Let’s check out Legends Miniature Golf
(6655 Dalby Drive, just off Dublin and Powers). Legends Miniature
Golf offers three different 18-hole miniature golf courses: World
Wonders, Animal Kingdom, and Western Frontier. This is a familyfriendly event and the cost for 18 challenging
holes is only $6 for adults, $5 for kids and seniors! Winner will be declared the Plains &
Peaks Mini-golf Champion … and can keep that
title until the next time we go mini-golfing!
NOTE: In case of inclement weather, we’ll
move to the indoor course at Chapel Hills Mall. Watch your e-mail if
the weather is questionable! (Or call Sandy at 719-528-5483!)
Tuesday, June 19th, 11am: Food Truck Tuesday! Maybe you’ve read
about this; maybe not! A bunch of food trucks are gathering at the

Pioneers Museum (215 South Tejon) every Tuesday, from 11am to
about 1:30pm. Twelve local food trucks, including Bison Brothers,
Gray’s Sloppers and Mateo’s, will there – so we can pick and choose
just what we want! (And get their schedules,
maybe, which are very hard to find!) Meet on
the steps of the Pioneers Museum at 10:45am
(or there abouts) and we’ll check out which food
trucks we want to try!
Tuesday, June 19th, 6pm: Trivial Pursuits. We’re playing Showdown,
a 6-stage trivia contest featuring a wide variety of topics, at Buffalo
Wild Wings, 2905 Geyser Drive (at I-25 and Lake, next to Outback
Steaks and Tinseltown) – they claim to have 45 players and Wi-Fi so
everybody should be able to play!
We’re drinking adult beverages (if you
want to) and noshing on wings and
other specialty foods like burgers and
sandwiches! The actual game starts at 6:30pm, but if you want a
game player you probably should get there earlier! Call or e-mail Al
(719-465-3747, alackerson@msn.com) to RSVP!
Saturday, June 23rd, 9am: Palmer Lake Reservoir Hike. Let’s venture
a bit north and visit the Palmer Lake Reservoir Trail. This is a
“moderate” 4-mile out and back trail starts in Palmer Lake and ends
up at their beautiful reservoir. The trailhead is just off Old Carriage
Road in Palmer Lake. To get there, head to Palmer Lake and turn left
off Highway 105 onto South Valley Road and then
left onto Old Carriage Road. Loop around to the
parking area and look for Sandy’s Explorer. We’ll
meet up at the parking area at Sandy’s car – she
has a red Ford Explorer (with the gold Mensa logo
on the back). We’re hitting the trail promptly at
9:00am, so you might want to arrive a few
minutes early to locate Sandy and get your
hat/water/etc. ready! Be sure to wear your hiking shoes and bring sun
block and water, too! BTW - leased dogs are welcome on this trail!
Saturday, June 23rd, 6:30pm – 9:00pm: IntelCon! Here’s the idea –
every month or so, we meet up to discuss a new issue or perhaps
view a documentary and then discuss it. In June, we’ll be viewing a
documentary called Patterns of Evidence in which filmmaker Tim Mahoney asks what does the hard evidence really have to say about the
foundational story of the Exodus? In an in-depth investigation, Mahoney uncovers startling new finds that may change traditional views
of history and the Bible. (This film is rated 7.4 on IMDB and 78%
Fresh on Rotten Tomatoes.) Meet at Sandy’s house, 6066 Del Rey
Drive (near Flintridge and Dublin, call 528-5483 or email mandshalby@comcast.net for directions). Sodas, wine and snacks provided.
Adults only, please! Allergy alert – cats and dogs!
Saturday, June 30th, 6pm: Ultimate Saturday Supper. Mmm! Spuds!
Let's go to The Potato House, 2220 Academy Place. The Potato House
is an East German dining experience, featuring all the things you'd
expect from German cuisine and few more besides. Start with a bowl
of potato and smoked beer soup and then sample
the jagerschnitzel or maybe nosh on the potato and
sauerkraut salad. Give the soljanka, a hearty stew of
bacon, brats, and salami, with pickles, a try, or if
you're feeling more daring dive into the schmorkohl,
green cabbage sautéed with spices and served with
red potatoes. As usual, contact Al to let him know you're coming
(alackerson@msn.com, C: 291-8749, H: 465-3747).

JUNE
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2
5:00 PM
Give In To
Beer Pressure @
Gold Camp
Brewing

3

4

5

6

7

8

6:30 PM
ExComm
Meeting/Dinner
@ Pizzeria Rustica

10

11

12

13

18

19

20

1:00 PM
BurgerQuest
@ ?????

17

5:30 PM
Mini-Golf @
Legends
Miniature Golf

25

26

9
RSVP
For BurgerQuest

14

15

16

21

22

23

11:00 AM
Food Truck
Tuesday @
Pioneer’s Museum
6:00 PM
Trivial Pursuits @
Buffalo Wild Wings

24

10:00 AM
Caffeine
Conundrum @
Kairos Coffee
House

9:00 AM
Palmer Lake
Reservoir Hike
6:30—9:00 PM
IntelCon @ Sandy’s

27

28

29
RSVP
for USS

30
6:00 PM
USS @
The Potato House

Events Continued
Friday, July 6th, 5pm: Give In To Beer Pressure. It’s July- so that
means we’re visiting Brewer’s Republic at 112 N Nevada Ave! Brewer’s Republic went through some tough times recently, but the folks
who run Cerberus took over and they’re back on their feet! There’s a
new menu for us to check out, too!
Saturday, July 7th, 10am: Caffeine Conundrum. Stay tuned for the
location of July’s Caffeine Conundrum! It will be in July’s PlainsPeaking and you’ll be getting a blast (as usual
Monday, July 9th, 6:30pm: ExComm Meeting and Dinner. Let’s keep
it light in July with a visit to Modern Market Farm Fresh Eatery at 1765
Briargate Parkway, Suite 807. They claim to “cook using simple, whole
ingredients that come from
farms, not factories” and
make most things from
scratch They can accommodate most any dietary needs
(vegan, celiac, paleo, raw,
south beach, high carb, low carb, or low GCI) with their selection of
salads, toasted sandwiches, brick oven pizza, homemade soups, plates
and sides and grain bowls! Join us for a very short business meeting
and then dinner! If you get the chance, let Sandy know you’ll be there
(mandshalby@comcast.net or call 719-528-5483).

June 2018

Stephen D Copp
Bill Bannister
Christopher Root
Wayne White
Andrea Lewis
Dale Koepp
Christan Kramer
James G Hunter
Kathryn Luzardo
Mark Maynard
Dr. Sallie Watkins
Janelle Watkins

June 1
June 3
June 4
June 5
June 11
June 12
June 14
June 16
June 24
June 27
June 27
June 29

NOTE: If your birthday isn’t here, it’s probably because that information is marked “non-releasable” on our rosters. To check your
personal information release status, please contact American Mensa
(1-800-66-MENSA) or go to www.us.mensa.org and under Member
Resources, select the PDQ section.
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AMERICAN MENSA, LTD.
1229 CORPORATE DRIVE WEST
ARLINGTON, TX 76006-6103

Mensa® is an international organization consisting of people who
have scored in the top 2% on standardized IQ tests. Mensa is nonprofit and has no political or religious affiliations. The purpose of
Mensa is to serve as a means of communication for its members and
to foster intelligence. PlainsPeaking is the official publication of
Plains & Peaks Mensa (#808). Mensa itself has no opinions; any
opinions expressed in PlainsPeaking, if not otherwise designated, are
those of the individual contributor or of the editor. The appearance of
any paid advertisement, should such an unlikely event occur, in
PlainsPeaking does NOT imply any endorsement of products, services, or anything else mentioned in said ad by either Plains & Peaks
Mensa, PlainsPeaking, American Mensa, Ltd., or Mensa International. Mensa® is registered at the U.S. Patent Office as the collective
mark of an international membership organization.
PlainsPeaking is published monthly by Plains and Peaks Mensa
Editor, 1061 Hummingbird Ct, Colorado Springs, CO 80921-5696.
All material within is copyright©2018 by Plains & Peaks Mensa, except where otherwise indicated. Masthead photo copyrighted 2009
by Betsy Ogan. Subscriptions are $6.00 (11 monthly issues) for nonMensans and for Mensans who are not members of the Plains&Peaks
local group. Single issues are available on a first-come, first-served
basis with a SASE.
Editorial Policy: We (deliriously) welcome your letters, articles,
poems, artwork, and puzzles. Items submitted to PlainsPeaking
should be the ORIGINAL work of the author, and should be emailed
if possible. If previously published, please include where and when.

MS Word , RTF, and plain text formats are especially encouraged for
articles, JPG or GIF for artwork. Equations should be typeset with
MS Equation Editor. Typewritten work signed by the author and
submitted by surface mail is also welcome. Handwritten items may
be accepted, but we cannot guarantee accuracy in publication. The
editor’s e-mail address is Bogan54@aol.com. Please check with the
editor about other acceptable media and formats. Artwork will be
reproduced as black and white or grayscale (drawings or photographs). The Editor reserves the right to refuse to publish submitted
material and to edit as necessary.
Note to Contributors: By contributing material to Plains and
Peaks Mensa, you are giving permission for your material to be published in both the newsletter and the web-based newsletter archives.
You MAY withhold your name, email address, or any other address;
simply request this from the Editor. Other Mensa publications may
reprint PlainsPeaking material if the author/artist and PlainsPeaking are credited and the material is not individually copyrighted.
Note to Reprinting Editors: A courtesy copy indicating the material reprinted would be greatly appreciated. To: PlainsPeaking Editor, 1061 Hummingbird Ct, Colorado Springs, CO 80921-5696. Letters and emails to the Editor will not be published without the author’s permission.

