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Hello, fellow Peaksters!  As you all know (if 
you actually read this column on occasion), I 
am down to two pooches right now – Chance, 
the GSD and Otis, the Newfie.  I’ve been casu-
ally watching for a dog (or two) to add to the 
pack but not actively looking.  Well, the time 
has come and I’m “jonesing” for a new pooch!  
I’m actively looking now and have gotten tied 
into several dog rescue organizations. I am 
closely watching their recent rescues to see if 
one fits, but still have to be patient until the 
right dog or dogs come along!  Requirements:  
neutered male, gets along well with other 
dogs, and does good with cats!  I also like 
them big and fuzzy, which rules out quite a 
few dogs out there!  So, if you are reading 
this, please keep your fingers crossed for me 
that I will soon spot the right dog … or dogs!  
Thanks! 
 
On to Mensa news – BurgerQuest in October 
was interesting! We visited Clyde’s on the 
UCCS campus, which serves burgers and beers 
and is open to the public.  On a Sunday after-
noon, they weren’t busy so the service and 
food were pretty fast!  
 
We also had Movie Night in October – huge 
thanks for Chris and George for hosting! We 
watched a delightful old movie - Pocketful of 
Miracles.  It’s the kind you walk away from 
feeling good.  
 
October brought us to the end of the 2017 
Mini-Golf season. We’ll pick that back up in 
the spring, which leaves ample time for you to 
hit a couple garage sales and get a used putter 
to use during the 2018 season.  I’m not really 
sure if using my own putter makes that much 
difference – in fact, I’m pretty sure it doesn’t!  

But, it’s fun to show up, acting all mini-golf 
pro with my own putter!  Linda’s is really fan-
cy, complete with putter cover!!   
 
A couple of our regular events are Give In To 
Beer Pressure and Caffeine Conundrum.  I tell 
people “I got a Beer Guy [Sean] and I got a 
Coffee Guy [John] … what I need is a Food 
Truck Guy!”  Food trucks are becoming popu-
lar here in Colorado Springs and I’d like to add 
another monthly event centered around food 
trucks!  Mike and I heard about one we must 
visit – Chef Bob’s Lobstah Trap! Sound like a 
good event to add?  Let me know! 
 
Coming up in November – quite a few of our 
usual events!  Check out the calendar and see 
what fits into your schedule! 
 
In December – our annual Mensa Holiday 
Gala!  This is our biggest event of the year and 
we always have a super good time! Infor-
mation on the event is in this newsletter – 
and don’t forget to RSVP as soon as possible!  
This is a “DO NOT MISS” event!  BTW – don’t 
let the $30 price deter you; Plains & Peaks 
Mensa will pick up part of that cost!!  
 
If you know of someone who might be 
“Mensa material” – be sure to give them your 
Free Mensa Admission Code that you received 
from American Mensa the first part of this 
month!  That code is good for a free testing 
session or prior evidence submission. Simply 
forward the code to that prospective mem-
ber!  BTW - the offer expires on the 1st of April 
2018 and must be entered at the time of 
“purchase.”   So, if your friend or family mem-
ber can’t use the code now, perhaps he/she 
might in the future! 
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One last note – get published!  Please, if you 
are so inclined, submit your original short 
story, art work, restaurant or movie review, 
poem or puzzle to Betsy, our Editor for inclu-
sion in PlainsPeaking!  
 
That’s about all I can think of for now … Hap-
py Thanksgiving to all you!  See you soon at a 
Plains & Peaks Mensa event! 
 

~Sandy 
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Plains and Peaks Mensa Officers 
 

 

Sandy Halby (LocSec/President) 
6066 Del Rey Dr. 
Colorado Springs, CO 80918 
719-528-5483 
mandshalby@comcast.net 
 
Chris Cooper (2nd Vice Pres. for Membership) 
1105 Bowstring Rd. 
Monument, CO 80132-8595 
(719-646-4456) 
Shedonist@Cooperplace.net 
 
George Cooper (treasurer) 
1105 Bowstring Rd. 
Monument, CO 80132-8595 

719-646-4456 
 
Srikant Mantravadi (Gifted Youth Coordinator) 
6433 Jules Drive 
Colorado Springs, CO 80923 
(719) 352-5074 
srikant_mantravadi@yahoo.com 
 
Betsy Ogan (PlainsPeaking Editor) 
1061 Hummingbird Ct. 
Colorado Springs, CO 80921 
719-481-1199 
Bogan54@aol.com 
 
Windy Adoretti (Webmaster)  
1465 Stella Dr.  
Colorado Springs, CO 80921 
719-201-4743  
windy@adoretti.com 

 
Al Ackerson (Past President) 
5102 Galley Road, #430AW 
Colorado Springs, CO  80915 
719-465-3747 
Alackerson@msn.com 

What’s Up In Our Region 

Rich Olcott 

Regional Vice Chair 

Heartland Region 7  
 

 RVC7@us.mensa.org 

720-390-7889 

Well, here we are in November.  It’s mostly a doleful month because 
the flowers have crumbled, the leaves have turned and dropped, and 
people are winterizing.  But on the other hand it’s the month of 
Thanksgiving, when we can pause to consider all the good things and 
say, “Thank you.”  <Insert platitudes here> 

On my and Mensa’s part, I owe a big “Thank you” to the 116 people 
who serve our Heartland Region’s twelve Local Groups – the 29 Proc-
tors who invite in new members, the dozen Scholarship Chairs who 
manage all those essays, the dozen Treasurers who manage your dues 
money that National returns to the Local Groups, the many ExComm 
members and committee heads who give their time, thought and 
enthusiasm so that the rest of us can enjoy the Events and the News-
letter. 

Which brings me to every LG’s unsung hero, the Editor.  Most volun-
teer positions are episodic – there’s something you need to take care 
of once in a while but that’s it.  The Editor’s task is unrelenting – those 
pages demand to be filled on time, every publication cycle.  Oh, it’s a 
fun and creative outlet and such a joy to see the issue come together, 
and you really do stay in contact with everything going on in the club.  
But… 

So here’s my “Thank you” to these heroes –  

 Gail Elliot, Editor of Central Iowa Mensa’s M-pressions 

 Michael Hamerly, Editor of South Dakota Mensa’s Mensodak 

 Sharon Swan Tieszen, Editor of North Dakota Mensa’s Prairie 
Dawg 

 Shawn Dyer, Editor of Mid-America Mensa’s Mension 

 Deb Course, Editor of Missouri Ozarks Mensa’s Illuminate 

 Gordon Bakken and his successor Klaus Trenary, Editors of Kan-
sas Sunflower Mensa’s Seeds 

 Tami Whitney, Editor of Nebraska-Western Iowa Mensa’s Braini-
ac 

 Jenn Stricklin and her successor Taylor Profita, Editors of Denver 
Mensa’s Matrix 

 Kim Springer, Editor of Boulder/Front Range Mensa’s MUSE 

 Betsy Ogan, Editor of Plains and Peaks Mensa’s PlainsPeaking 

 Dennis Lenahan, Editor of High Mountain Mensa’s HMMmm 

 Paula Wilson-Caziér, Editor of Wyoming Mountain Mensa’s 
WyoMensa 

 
Folks, please consider your praises sung.  You deserve it.  Thanks. 

- Rich Olcott 

Cryptogram 

 

“TLEP YHLYUH ML BLP UJEPHB  

 

GJPA PAH JBPHBP PL  

 

NBMHFEPSBM; PAHQ UJEPHB  

 

GJPA PAH JBPHBP PL FHYUQ.”  

 

— EPHYAHB F. WLKHQ  
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Please think about switching to the e-version of this newsletter! You’ll 
receive it faster, it will be in color, you can click on a link to send an e-
mail or to access a web page, you can click on an article in the index 
and go right to that page, AND you’ll be saving your local group mon-
ey that could be used for a better purpose. We are now spending $75 
per month printing and mailing the PlainsPeaking. Go to https://
www.us.mensa.org/ and sign in. Click on YOUR NAME in the upper 
right corner to access your account preferences. In the MY ACCOUNT 
LINKS box click on MY COMMUNICATION PREFERENCES. Then click on 
EDIT in the PUBLICATION PREFERENCES box. Select the drop-down 
menu under Local Group and select ELECTRONIC. Easy-peasy! 
 
AN INVITATION FROM MENSA:  By now you should have received an 
e-mail from American Mensa with the subject line:  An Invitation from 
Mensa.  I hope you took a look at that e-mail, which contains a code 
that you can forward to a family member or friend and 
he/she can use that code to redeem a voucher for one 
FREE Mensa Admissions testing session or prior evidence 
submission. This is the perfect opportunity to ask that 
friend or family member you’re sure could be in Mensa if 
he/she would take the chance to qualify?  Simply forward 
the code to that prospective member, who can use it for the free 
testing session or prior evidence submission. BTW - the offer expires 
on the 1st of April 2018 and must be entered at the time of 
“purchase.”   So, if your friend or family member can’t use the code 
now, perhaps he/she might in the future! 
 
OCTOBER TRIVIAL PURSUITS!  Great turnout at Trivial Pursuits in 
October – nine Peaksters (Al, Sandy and Mike, Jim and Louise, J and 
Susan, Mark, and George) plus one former Peakster (Jen Owens, who 

was in town on business and joined us 
for the evening) played Buzztime Trivia 
at Buffalo Wild Wings! The game re-
sults:  Warmup – three-way tie (Mark, 

Susan and Jim); Countdown – Jim; Category – Jim; Lightening – Carlos 
(that interloper!!); Pyramid – Mike and Jim tied; and Jim won the Final 
Question. Jim won the overall game, coming in at #124 nationwide, 
while our location rated #85!  Hurrah!!  And, we all enjoyed seeing 
Jen again!!   

 
OCTOBER MINI-GOLF RESULTS:  For the last Mini-Golf event of the 
year, Doug bested us all with a fantastic score 
of 27!  Of course, that was for only 12 holes – 
but he still beat the pants off everyone else – 
Mark, Jim, Linda, Louise, and Sandy!  Doug got 
two holes-in-one; Jim, Sandy, and Louise each 
scored one ace!  We had to quit at the begin-
ning of the 13th hole – not due to weather, illness, or any silly incon-
veniences like that but because it was getting too dark to see the 
balls!!  We’ll pick this event up again in the spring … see you then! 
 
HELP WANTED! Do you have a Media or Publicity background? May-
be that’s something you’d like to try? If so, consider helping Plains & 
Peaks Mensa with Admissions Testing publicity! We’re looking to in-
crease our testing numbers and really need a hand with the publicity 
– ideas, contacts, someone to take this particular bull by the horns 
and wrestle around with it! And, bonus – this would look good on 
your resume or annual job appraisal!  If you’d be interested in volun-
teering to be our Publicity person, contact Sandy at mandshal-
by@comcast.net!  
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Plains & Peaks Patter Trivia           by RC Timm 

 Feast On This Trivia   

1.     Which U.S. state raises the most turkeys?  
2. What was the first department store to sponsor an annual  
         Thanksgiving Day Parade?  
3. What product had the catch phrase "Mama Mia, that's a spicy  
         meatball"? 
4. Why was Old Grand-dad Bourbon produced and sold during  
         Prohibition? 
5. What is the name of the rooster on the Kellogg's Corn Flakes 
          box? 
6. Which fast food chain used the advertising slogan, “Where's  
         the beef”?  
7.     When was the Egg McMuffin introduced? 
8.     What is schmaltz? 
9.     When was the first Gatorade bath at a pro football game? 
10. How much caffeine must be removed from the coffee bean  
         to make decaffeinated coffee? 
 

Sunday, November 5, Daylight Savings ends. Don't forget to 
set your bathroom scale back 10 pounds. 

Remember that tacky “gift” you got last year at your office party gift 

exchange? Or the unidentifiable and utterly artless “sculpture” your 

cousin presented you with on your anniversary? Here’s your chance 

to get rid of that unwanted, or White Elephant, item. 

 

A White Elephant Gift Exchange works like this: Find something you 

don’t want any more (valued between $15 and 

$25 and in working condition), wrap it up nice-

ly in holiday paper, bring it to the Plains & 

Peaks Mensa Holiday Gala on December 9th at 

the Stagecoach Inn (in Manitou Springs) and 

stack it with all the other gifts. 
 

Everyone bringing a gift will draw a number. Number 1 will be allowed 
to select one gift from the pile and open that gift. Number 2 then can 
either choose a gift from the pile or take the gift the person with 
Number 1 has. If person Number 2 chooses to take the gift from per-
son Number 1, then person Number 1 gets to choose another gift and 
open it. Then person Number 3 may choose a gift from the pile or 
take the gift from Number 1 or Number 2. Again, if person Number 3 
chooses to take one of the opened gifts, the person whose gift was 
taken can choose and open another present. This progresses until the 
last person has the final choice among all the opened gifts or the last 
gift on the table. Then, as the final White Elephant exchange, the poor 
person who got Number 1 gets to either keep his/her gift or take one 
of the gifts eligible for grabbing. (A gift can only be exchanged twice. 
After that, the person is stuck with it!) 
 
Participating in the White Elephant Gift Exchange at the Plains & 
Peaks Mensa Holiday Gala is entirely optional. But, keep in mind, it’s a 
lot of fun – and you never know what you’ll end up with – you might 
even like what you got! Some of the past years gifts have included: a 
stuffed toy chicken, an indoor waterfall machine-thing, bottles of 
wine, puzzles, books, CDs and videos, and lots of other neat (and not 
so neat!) things!  It’s all in the spirit of the holiday – so join in!! 

White Elephant Gift Exchange 

https://www.us.mensa.org/
https://www.us.mensa.org/
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PLAINS & PEAKS MENSA HOLIDAY GALA 
 

Saturday, December 9th 
 

At the historic PJ’s Stagecoach Inn, 702 Manitou Avenue 

Cocktails at 5:00 pm                      Dinner at 6:30 pm 

 

Reservations are required! 
Note:   If you cancel after December 4th or do not attend, you are liable for your dinner charges. 

 
As a special event this year (if you would like to participate), please bring a canned good or non-perishable food  

to the party to be donated. All donated goods will be collected and given to a local charity. 

 

Choose one of the following dinners when you RSVP: 
 

  All Served with Green Salad dressed with Balsamic Vinaigrette 
For Dessert:  Brownies and Ice Cream with Strawberry Drizzle 

 

8 oz. Steak with Mashed Potatoes & Veggies 

Whole Trout with Blood Orange Sauce with Rice & Veggies 

1/2 Rack Smoked BBQ Ribs with Mashed Potatoes & Veggies 

Bison Meatloaf with Mushroom Gravy and Mashed Potatoes & Veggies 

Fried Chicken with Mashed Potatoes & Veggies 

Penne Pasta Vegetable Alfredo 

 

$30.00 (includes tax and tip) for dinner, coffee, tea, or soda  

 

 

RSVP to Sandy by December 4th
 

719-528-5483 or e-mail mandshalby@comcast.net  

Party favors 

White Elephant gift exchange 

Door prizes  

Camaraderie 

What a night we’ll have! 

mailto:mandshalby@comcast.net


November 2017 Page 5 

BurgerQuest Goes Back To School 
 
Clyde’s Gastropub is a pleasant little pub in the UCCS University Cen-
ter Lower Level with a nice selection of beers and very nice burgers. 
Brian, Chris, George, Sandy, and Mike went there to evaluate their 
burgers, and for those of you who didn’t attend, your host can recom-
mend the place pretty highly. There are no waiters; one places an 
order at the bar and the food is delivered by the bartender. The re-
sults were as follows: 
 
Hamburger and Toppings  4.0 
Service   4.0 
Cleanliness  5.0 
Side dishes  3.5 
Value for price  3.5 
Atmosphere  4.0 
 
Comments: “Jalapenos are hot! No Miracle Whip.”, “Too long a walk 
from garage. Food OK.  Won’t come back.”, “Had the Pikes Peak Burg-
er, rated it 4. It was quite good but not exactly a hamburger. Fries 
were good, but catsup (Elevation Ketchup Vindaloo) was excellent.”, 
“Onion rings were breaded, not batter dipped.” 
 
Those of you who may have spent time driving back east in the Mid-
Atlantic States may have seen roadside signs inviting you to “Visit 
Rock City”. It’s a tourist attraction not far from Chattanooga TN. No-
vember’s destination is the Rock City Café, but don’t worry, it’s a little 
closer than that. In fact, it’s just off North Academy Blvd a bit south of 
Dublin Blvd, at 1812 Dominion Way (phone 719-424-7151). Their 
website is at http://rockcitycafecoloradosprings.com/, and they even 
have a video you can watch. You might even like the video, if you’re 
into compilations of still photos of food, that is. They have a menu on 
the website, but don’t pick the “Menu Items” tab (which has descrip-
tions of some of their menu items), go to the “Gallery”. We’ll need to 
know how many seats to reserve (your host will try to arrive half an 
hour early), so please contact George by phone at 719-418-6073 to 
leave a message, or send him an e-mail at gcooper@cooperplace.net. 
Forgot to reply? Come anyway, we’ll find a way to squeeze you in. 
And be sure to bring your rug rats, BurgerQuest is a kid-friendly event. 

2017 - 2018 MERF College 

Scholarship Essay Contest  

Mensa-versaries 
Sean Biddle 
John Birkhead 
Jane O'Connell Cosper 
Gerri J Duke 
Ty J Hadley 
Mike Halby 
Ryan P Mielke 
Jason Moore 
David Niedringhaus 

Kevin M Powers 
Tyler Prescott 
Chris M Ridge 
John M Ridge 
Susan L Ridge 
Christopher M Root 
Kathie Martin Schmidt 
Stephen W Trolander 

“The Mensa Education & Research Foundation college scholarship 
program is unique in that its awards are based totally on essays 
written by the applicants. There is no requirement for applicants to be 
Mensa members nor is consideration given to grades, academic pro-
gram, or financial need.”  (From the MERF Web page at http://
www.mensafoundation.org/what-we-do/scholarships/) 
 
What could be simpler than writing an essay describing your goals 
and filling out a very simple application? And the applicant require-
ments couldn’t be simpler, either: The applicant must be a citizen or 
permanent resident of the US who resides in a participating local 
group's area; the applicant must be enrolled in a degree program in 
an accredited institution of higher learning during the academic year 
following the application date; and lastly, the applicant must submit 
an application and essay of not more than 550 words explaining their 
academic and/or vocational goals.  Please note:  The essay applica-
tion will be available starting September 15th, and the deadline for 
entries is January 15, 2018. 
 
So, if you’re in a degree program or about to enter one, check out the 
MERF Essay Contest.  There will be at least one prize of approximately 
$300 given out for our local area, along with the potential of winning 
up to $1000 at the national level.  And remember, you don’t have to 
be in Mensa to participate, so if you have a friend or relative who 
would qualify, direct them to the MERF web-site http://
www.mensafoundation.org/what-we-do/scholarships/ for the com-
plete rules and application, or have them contact Sandy Halby, 719-
528-5483, or e-mail mandshalby@comcast.net. 

BurgerQuest 2017 

MERF Judges Needed 
Judging MERF Scholarship Essay Contest entries couldn’t be easier – 
just read the essays (which are all sent to you as PDFs and all under 
550 words), follow the 100-point judging system (so many points for 
grammar and organization, content and impression – all very clearly 
spelled out in the judges’ instructions) and then send Sandy Halby, 
the MERF Local Chair, your results on a pre-formatted Excel or Word 
form!! Easy-peasy! If you can spare a couple of hours in late January 
or early February and help out with this very unique and worthwhile 
scholarship program, that would be great!  
  
BTW -  one person from our Plains & Peaks Local Group area will re-
ceive an award of approximately $300!   You could be the deciding 
judge on who gets it!  If you would be interested in helping judge 
essays, please contact Sandy at 719-528-5483 or mandshal-
by@comcast.net! Thanks! 

http://rockcitycafecoloradosprings.com/
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Outback Steaks and Tinseltown) – they claim to have 45 players and 
Wi-Fi so everybody should be able to play!  We’re drinking some adult 
beverages (if you want to) and noshing on wings and other Buffalo 
Wild Wings specialty foods like burgers and sandwiches! The actual 
game starts at 6:30pm, but if you want a game player you probably 
should get there earlier!  Call or e-mail 
Al (alackerson@msn.com or 719-465-
3747, ) to let him know you’ll be there! 
 
Advance Notice:  Friday, December 1st, 5pm:  Give In To Beer Pres-
sure.  GITBP is 7 years old! An event doesn't last that long without 
some tradition emerging. One of those traditions is that December is 
becoming "Tap Room Month". There are a few that have opened, and 
enough in planning to keep us busy for a few years. One gem that 
snuck under the radar is Tap Traders, in the old Alexander Film build-
ing at 3104 N Nevada Ave, #100. They have maintained the film 
theme, with Alexander Film artifacts on display. Remember, if you 
know of a good brew-pub or happy hour bar we have missed, please 
let Sean know. Contact him by cell: (719)651-6706 or 
email: sean.mccormick.us@member.mensa.org, . 
 
Advance Notice:  Saturday, December 2nd, 10am:  Caffeine Conun-
drum.  Let’s venture downtown to 526 S. Tejon to visit the Coffee 
Exchange. The Coffee Exchange has locally roasted, organic (and fair 
trade) coffee with Cuban and White Expresso their specialties!  Also, 
all their baked goodies are made daily in-house! Yum!!  Remember, if 
you hear of a new coffee place, let John know by phone (719) 571-
0471or e-mail: jarofberts@gmail.com.  
 
Advance Notice: Saturday, December 9th, 5pm:  
Plains & Peaks Holiday Gala !  Join us for an even-
ing of holiday frivolity, Mensa camaraderie, gifts, 
dinner and fun, fun, fun!! See the article on Page 4 
in this newsletter for details! 

Friday, November 3rd, 5pm:  Give In To Beer Pressure.  In November, 
we continue our effort to revisit all of the "new" breweries that have 
kept us so busy for several years. We last dropped in on Field House 
Brewing in 2014 when they were brand new. Let's see 
what they have been up to in all that time. Field 
House is located at 521 S Tejon St.  Remember, if you 
know of a good brew-pub or happy hour bar in the 
local area that we have missed, please let Sean know. 
He can be reached by email: 
sean.mccormick.us@member.mensa.org,  or cell: (719) 651-6706. 
 
Saturday, November 4th, 10am:  Caffeine Conundrum!  We’re warm-
ing up in November with a trip to Urban Steam!  They not only serve 
coffee, but also have the motto “Get your waffle on!”  And, to contin-
ue with the variety Urban Steam offers – they are a “boutique” coffee 

roaster and whiskey bar, not to mention a super 
menu!  Yahoo!!!  Urban Steam is at 1025 S. Sierra 
Madre St. (near the corner of Sierra Madre and Las 
Vegas).   If you hear of a new coffee place, let John 
know by phone (719) 571-0471or e-mail: 
jarofberts@gmail.com.  

 
Tuesday, November 7th, 6:30pm:  ExComm Meeting and Dinner!  
Let’s check out Billy Sims BBQ, 3330 Austin Bluff Parkway! The place 
has been getting rave reviews – let’s see if they’re true!  If you get the 
chance, let Sandy know you’ll be there (mandshalby@comcast.net or 
call 719-528-5483). 
 
Sunday, November 12th, 1pm:  BurgerQuest 2017-09.  We’re meeting 
at the Rock City Café, 1812 Dominion Way, CoS 
And, please do RSVP by Saturday or before  to  
George at 719-418-6073 (and leave a message), or 
send him an e-mail at gcooper@cooperplace.net. 
Even if you don’t RSVP, come anyway, we’ll make 
room. Be sure to bring the ankle-biters,  
BurgerQuest is a kid-friendly event. 
 
Saturday, November 18th, 2pm:  Scrabble®!  Meet at Sandy’s house, 

6066 Del Rey Drive (near Flintridge and Dublin, call 528-
5483 or email mandshalby@comcast.net for directions) 
for an afternoon of just-for-fun Scrabble®.  Sodas, wine 
and snacks provided.  Adults only, please!  Allergy alert 
– cats and dogs! 
 

Sunday, November 19th, 4:30pm:  Kimball’s Peak Three Movie! Join 
some of your fellow Mensans at Kimball’s, which is a downtown 
(Pikes Peak and Tejon) first run movie theater showing “the very best 
of current independent and foreign films.” The plan is 
to meet at 4:30, have a drink in Kimball’s full-service 
bar, select a movie to attend together, and then after-
wards, have another drink and/or dinner and discuss 
the movie. We’ll be taking a chance on what Kimball’s 
is showing on this date - but you never know!  Could 
be the best movie you’ve ever seen!! 
 
Tuesday, November 21st, 6:00pm: Trivial Pursuits. We’re playing 
Showdown, a 6-stage trivia contest featuring a wide variety of topics, 
at Buffalo Wild Wings, 2905 Geyser Drive (at I-25 and Lake, next to 

November Events 
Trivia 
1. According to the U.S. Census Bureau, Minnesota is the top turkey-
producing state in America, with about 49 million produced annually. 
2. Gimbels Thanksgiving Day Parade in Philadelphia began in 1920; 
four years before Macy’s in New York. 
3. Alka-Seltzer 
4. It was labeled "For Medicinal Purposes Only" 
5. Cornelius  
6. Wendy's 
7. 1972 
8. Rendered (clarified) chicken or goose fat used for frying or as a 
spread on bread. 
9. 1984, the New York Giants beat the Washington Reskins, Bill Par-
cels got the shower. 
10. 97% 

 
Cryptogram 
“Most people do not listen with the intent to understand; they listen 
with the intent to reply.”   —  Stephen R. Covey 

Answers to Trivia/Cryptogram 

mailto:alackerson@msn.com
tel:%28719%29%20651-6706
mailto:sean.mccormick.us@member.mensa.org
mailto:jarofberts@gmail.com
mailto:sean.mccormick.us@member.mensa.org
tel:%28719%29%20651-6706
mailto:jarofberts@gmail.com
mailto:mandshalby@comcast.net
mailto:mandshalby@comcast.net
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   

 

1 

 

2 

 

3 

5:00 PM 

Give In To 

Beer Pressure @  

Field House 

Brewing 

4 

10:00 AM 

Caffeine 

Conundrum @ 

Urban Steam 

5 

 

6 

 

7 

6:30 PM 

ExComm 

Meeting/Dinner 

@ Billy Sims BBQ 

8 

 

9 

 

10 

 

 

 

11 

RSVP  

Reminder For 

BurgerQuest 

12 

1:00 PM 

BurgerQuest 

@  

Rock City Cafe 

13 14 

 

15 

 

16 

 

17 

 

18 

2:00 PM 

Scrabble® 

@ Sandy’s 

19 

4:30 PM 

Kimball’s 

Peak 3 Movie 

 

20 

 

21 

6:00 PM 

Trivial Pursuits @ 

Buffalo Wild Wings 

22 

 

23 

 

24 25 

 

26 

 

27 28 29 

 

30  

 

 

 

WELCOME: 
Nolan Fajota, who just moved to our 
area.  Hello! 
Patrick Crawford, a new Mensan.  
Welcome to our group! 
Shane Kramer, another new Mensan.  
Welcome to Plains & Peaks Mensa! 
 
WELCOME BACK:  
Christopher Bulino, who recently re-
joined Mensa.  Hello, again! 
 

FAREWELL: 
Alexis de Young, who moved to Durango. Alexis - hope you enjoyed 
your summer with us and we’re looking forward to seeing you again 
sometime! 
Alan Modlin, who moved north to Denver.  Good luck to you! 

Welcome 

& 

Farewell 
Judy Sikes  November 1 
George Cooper  November 8 
Kinson Kingston  November 18 
Marcia M Carroll  November 21 
Blanton Combs  November 21 
Jennifer Wallace  November 26 
Rochelle Nutting  November 29 
 
 
NOTE:  If your birthday isn’t here, it’s probably because that infor-
mation is marked “non-releasable” on our rosters.  To check your 
personal information release status, please contact American Mensa 
(1-800-66-MENSA) or www.us.mensa.org and under Member Re-
sources, select the PDQ section. 

http://www.us.mensa.org


Mensa® is an international organization made up of people who 

have scored in the top 2% on standardized IQ tests. Mensa is non-

profit and has no political or religious affiliations. The purpose of 

Mensa is to serve as a means of communication for its members and 

to foster intelligence. PlainsPeaking is the official publication of 

Plains & Peaks Mensa (#808). Mensa itself has no opinions; any 

opinions expressed in PlainsPeaking, if not otherwise designated, 

are those of the individual contributor or of the editor. The appear-

ance of any paid advertisement, should such an unlikely event oc-

cur, in PlainsPeaking does NOT imply any endorsement of prod-

ucts, services, or anything else mentioned in said ad by either Plains 

& Peaks Mensa, PlainsPeaking, American Mensa, Ltd., or Mensa 

International. Mensa® is registered at the U.S. Patent Office as the 

collective mark of an international membership organization. 

 

PlainsPeaking is published monthly by Plains and Peaks Mensa 

Editor, 1061 Hummingbird Ct, Colorado Springs, CO  80921-5696. 

All material within is copyright©2017 by Plains & Peaks Mensa, 

except where otherwise indicated. Masthead photo copyrighted 2009 

by Betsy Ogan. Subscriptions are $6.00 (11 monthly issues) for non-

Mensans and for Mensans who are not members of the 

Plains&Peaks local group. Single issues are available on a first-

come, first-served basis with a SASE. 

 

Editorial Policy: We (deliriously) welcome your letters, articles, po-

ems, artwork, and puzzles. Items submitted to PlainsPeaking 

should be the ORIGINAL work of the author, and should be 

emailed if possible. If previously published, please include where 

and when. MS Word , RTF, and plain text formats are especially 

encouraged for articles, JPG or GIF for artwork. Equations should 

be typeset with MS Equation Editor. Typewritten work signed by 

the author and submitted by surface mail is also welcome. Hand-

written items may be accepted, but we cannot guarantee accuracy 

in publication. The editor’s e-mail address is Bogan54@aol.com. 

Please check with the editor about other acceptable media and for-

mats. Artwork will be reproduced as black and white or grayscale 

(drawings or photographs). The Editor reserves the right to refuse 

to publish submitted material and to edit as necessary.  

 

Note to Contributors: By contributing material to Plains and Peaks 

Mensa, you are giving permission for your material to be published 

in both the newsletter and the web-based newsletter archives. You 

MAY withhold your name, email address, or any other address; 

simply request this from the Editor. Other Mensa publications may 

reprint PlainsPeaking material if the author/artist and PlainsPeak-

ing are credited and the material is not individually copyrighted. 

Letters and emails to the Editor will be considered for publication 

unless the author specifically requests otherwise.  

 

Note to Reprinting Editors: a courtesy copy indicating the material 

reprinted would be greatly appreciated. To: Bogan54@aol.com 

AMERICAN MENSA, LTD. 

1229 CORPORATE DRIVE WEST 

ARLINGTON, TX 76006-6103 


