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Hello, fellow Plains & Peaks Members!  First, let me 
say I am so proud of Otis, our big black Newf. We 
had Scrabble® this past Sunday at my house and 
Otis was so well behaved!  He did woof a bit when 
people first got to the house, but then settled right 
down and napped in the corner for most of the 
time. On the other hand, Chance (the GSD) was 
sequestered in a bedroom where I’m sure he was 
super-alert knowing someone was in the house and 
he wasn’t there to protect us from the intruders! 
Chance is a great watchdog and takes his job very 
seriously – especially protecting us from any squir-
rels that might wander into the yard.    
 
On a sad note, we did lose our beloved Kodiak 
Brown Bear – Kody – in mid-March. He was ancient: 
white muzzled and could barely get around any-
more.  As some of you might remember, he was a 
rescue Newf who was enormously overweight – 
took us a year to get his weight down to what it 
should have been. He was a sweet, loving dog who 
loved hugs and even through his front feet were 
deformed, he loved to play and go for short walks.  
We certainly miss our Kody Bear! 
 
So, in addition to everything else going on in our 
lives, I’m keeping my eyes open for another dog, 
probably a Newf or perhaps a Golden Retriever.  I’m 
sure I’ll know when the right dog comes along!  
 
And, in my leisurely retirement, with so many hours 
to fill, I’ve discovered a new passion. I’ve been 
taking lessons on Mah Jong … not the tile-matching 
game on computers and phones … but the “real” 
four-player type with 152 tiles, different hands to 
form, strategies for discards and the rush when you 
get Mah Jong!  Don’t ask me why, but I’ve always 
wanted to learn Mah Jong and when I saw Pillar 
was offering classes, I jumped on it!  And I’m really 
enjoying it!  The best description is a very compli-
cated rummy game with tiles, but mentally chal-
lenging and downright fun to play! Any Mah Jong 
players out there? 

Now, on to Mensa business: we had a very active 
April – GITBP, BurgerQuest, Mensa Admission 
Testing, Kimball’s, Trivial Pursuits, Caffeine Conun-
drum, Scrabble®, and finishing up with USS at Till 
Kitchen!  Caffeine Conundrum is proving to be very 
popular. I didn’t realize how many independent 
coffee houses were in Colorado Springs and big 
“Thanks!” to John for introducing us to some of 
them!  In April, we met at Jives (on North Nevada) 
and after a couple coffees (or teas), we all got a 
super start to our weekend! In May, bonus – 
Caffeine Conundrum is on Free Comic Book Day!  
Check the calendar for all the details! 
 
Also in May, we’re going to Navajo Hogan’s for 
ExComm.  (BTW -  ExComm is open to all our mem-
bers and their guests.)   If you’ve never been to 
“The Hogan” – you should come and see the unique 
architecture of the building.  Navajo Hogan was 
built as a roadhouse in 1935, when the only other 
source for live entertainment was at the Broadmoor 
Hotel. Nicholas Fontecchio, the original builder, had 
spent time with the Navajo and constructed the 
building to resemble a Navajo dwelling.  The build-
ing is essentially two large wooden domes that 
were constructed “without a single nail.”  It also 
features a beautiful vintage neon sign out front!  
 
We’ve got another special treat scheduling in May, 
too!  Mark Berte will be holding a Travel Night!  For 
those you not familiar with Mark – he’s an avid 
traveler who takes excellent photos and writes 
great travelogues for his friends. Getting to spend 
an evening hearing about some of his latest trips 
and seeing his beautiful photos – well, this is a 
special event you really need to attend!!  
 
Other events in May – GITBP, Mini-Golf, Games and 
Poker Night, BurgerQuest, Trivial Pursuits, another 
Kimball’s date, and finishing up the month Ultimate 
Saturday Supper!  See Page 7 for details!  
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Well, that’s about all I can think of … and as usual, if 
you have an idea for an event, please let me know 
and we’ll get it scheduled!  Hope to see you soon at 
a Mensa event!  
 

 

 
~Sandy 

http://www.plainsandpeaks.us.mensa.org/


Page 2 PlainsPeaking 

Plains and Peaks Mensa Officers 
 

 

Sandy Halby (LocSec/President) 
6066 Del Rey Dr. 
Colorado Springs, CO 80918 
719-528-5483 
mandshalby@comcast.net 
 
Chris Cooper (2nd Vice Pres. for Membership) 
1105 Bowstring Rd. 
Monument, CO 80132-8595 
(719-646-4456) 

Shedonist@Cooperplace.net 
 
George Cooper (treasurer) 
1105 Bowstring Rd. 
Monument, CO 80132-8595 

719-646-4456 
 
Srikant Mantravadi (Gifted Youth Coordinator) 
6433 Jules Drive 
Colorado Springs, CO 80923 
(719) 352-5074 
srikant_mantravadi@yahoo.com 
 
Betsy Ogan (PlainsPeaking Editor) 
1061 Hummingbird Ct. 
Colorado Springs, CO 80921 
719-481-1199 
Bogan54@aol.com 
 
Windy Adoretti (Webmaster)  
1465 Stella Dr.  
Colorado Springs, CO 80921 
719-201-4743  

windy@adoretti.com 

 
Al Ackerson (Past President) 
5102 Galley Road, #430AW 
Colorado Springs, CO  80915 
719-465-3747 
Alackerson@msn.com 

What’s Up In Our Region 

Greg Kontz 

Regional Vice Chair 

Heartland Region 7  
RVC7 – LocSec 07/585  

North Dakota 

grjk@fisherind.com 

701-290-0743 

Hi guys –  

These are the mini-minutes of the April 1st meeting.  My comments 
are in italics and parentheses.  

 Actions taken between meetings included approval of two 
licensing deals -Sky Horse Publishing and Hasbro.  (Good thing 
– more  income.) 

 Treasurer’s Report. (Available on line – CONNECT-BOARD CON-
TACTS-MEETING REPORTS – then select the meeting date – 
Budget is one of the selection options.  Even after the dues 
increase, we’re still projecting a $200,000 deficit at end of next 
fiscal year.  After that, we slowly come out.) 

 An update/discussion of the Association Management System.  
(This is the new software system that replaced the collection of 
Access97 databases we previously had. There have certainly 
been some ups and downs, but the system is now stable, and 
the 20+ years of data have been entered.  There is a list of 
things needing to be added and improved.  One good thing is 
that our IT people went through a learning curve and did a lot 
of things that would have cost a great deal more if outsourced.  
This sets us up better on a long term basis.  It also meant that 
there was more upheaval early on.) 

 Update on The Mensa Foundation. (There will be an increase in 
scholarships awarded.)  

 The Member Satisfaction Survey. (Not a great deal of change.) 

 An Update on the Awards Review Task Force. (No changes 
recommended yet.)  

 JACKOWSKI announced that the planned e-list reorganization 
by the Communications Committee has been put on hold 
pending a survey of Loc-Sec e-list members. (This would limit it 
to current LocSecs only.  There have been both pro and con 
arguments.) 

 
The AMC acted on the following motions: 

 Passed a motion that, effective July 1, 2017, the dues rate for 
single-year memberships shall be $79 per year. (I voted for this.  
We were $30 in 1986, $70 in 2011.  We’ve been going up about 
$1.50 a year for a long time.  The $9.00 increase after six years 
is what has been happening for a long time.  It’s my belief, as an 
officer with a fiduciary responsibility to the organization, this 
needed to happen.  I know it’s an election year – doesn’t matter.  
You still need to do what’s needed.  Is there room for improve-
ment?  Absolutely – and that’s constantly being discussed.  Is 
there an enormous amount of waste and financial abuse that 
needs to be immediately reigned in?  No.) 

 Passed a motion to waive the equity restoration requirement 
for the fiscal year 2017-2018 in anticipation of a deficit budget. 
(Voted for this also – you can’t restore equity with a deficit.)  

 Passed a motion to amend the dues payment policy. (Voted for 
this – eliminates the steps of charging for a full year when you 
join mid-year and then issuing a credit later.) 

 Passed a motion to amend, effective July 1, 2017, the fees for 
testing and admission; Supervised Testing $60.00; Prior Evi-
dence Review $60.00. (Voted for this – raises the fee from $40 
to $60.  It is assumed there will be more vouchers for free/
subsidized testing given out to encourage testing.  A profession-
ally certified IQ test is $250 to $500.) 

 Passed a motion to amend the Guidelines for Local Group Disso-
lution.  (Voted for this – it details the steps to be taken by an 
RVC when a group is failing.)  

 Personnel issues were discussed during the AMC Executive Ses-
sion.  (I cannot share personnel issues.) 

 

Later, 

Greg 
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APRIL MINI-GOLF RESULTS: Starting at 6:30pm, we made it just in 
time to do 18 holes before Adventure golf closed for the night!  Four-

teen Mensans and Friendsans played the cours-
es – with Kody coming in first with an outstand-
ing score of 45! Players were: Kody (of course), 
Ginger, and Garrett (all up from Florence), 
Sandy, Doug and Linda, Mark, Jim, Janet and 
Robin, Wayne and Jennie-Jo and Betsy and Bill!  

Let’s hope the weather is as nice in May!  See you on the links!! 
 
APRIL TRIVIAL PURSUITS!  Well, only four of us made it to Trivial Pur-
suits in April – several of the “regular” couples had other plans – but 
Mark, Al, Mike, and Sandy did their best to represent our Mensa 
group!  Sandy won the Pregame and Warm-up rounds, but went 
downhill after that! Mike won Countdown and Al took the Category 
and Pyramid rounds (some non-Mensa player won the Lightening 
round). Al surpassed us all in the Final 
round and thus, was the Overall Win-
ner, coming in at #105 highest in the 
country!!  Our location came in #76 – 
which we felt was excellent since there were only four players!  Next 
month, let’s all show up and get in the top 50!!   
 
APRIL SCRABBLE® REPORT!  Al, Sandy, Chris and George played three 
cutthroat classic Scrabble® games while enjoying a bit of wine (beer 
for Al) and snacks! Al handily beat us all in Game #1, getting a Bingo 
on the word “eagerly” while Chris got stuck with both the J and Q at 

the end!  Al won the second game, too, by quite a good 
margin … but Chris bested us all in the third game, gain-
ing lots of points on the word “zesty”!! One of Sandy’s 
dogs, the Newfoundland Otis, kept us company, sleep-
ing and snoring in the corner after he met everybody! 

 
ADMISSIONS TESTING PUBLICITY! We’d like to increase our testing 
numbers and really need a hand with the publicity – ideas, contacts, 
etc. And, bonus – this would look good on your resume or annual job 
appraisal!  If you are interested in volunteering to be our Publicity 
person, contact Sandy at mandshalby@comcast.net!  
 
JOIN US ON FACEBOOK! See photos of recent activities and meetings 
and get to know some of your fellow Mensans via this popular social 
site!  It’s a “closed” group so you have to ask to join.  Search FB for 
“Plains & Peaks Mensa.” 
 
ELECTRONIC NEWSLETTER COMES IN COLOR WITH INTERACTIVE 
LINKS!: If you’re receiving this via “snail mail,” consider changing your 
preferences to our digital version.  Visit the American Mensa web-site 
(https://www.us.mensa.org/) or call  (817) 607-0060 to change your 
preferences! 
 
SPEAK YOUR MIND! If you’d like to contribute to the PlainsPeaking 
newsletter, submit your article, poem, photo, puzzle, whatever to 
Betsy at bogan54@aol.com . 
 
ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS in PlainsPeaking. The current rates are:  
business card size $6, quarter page $10, half page $25 and full page 
$50.   
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Plains & Peaks Patter 

Sean F McCormick  May 1  
Christina Boyd  May 6 
Art Cartwright  May 10 
Charles Simmons  May 11 
Mike Dulaney  May 12 
Morris C Bealmer  May 16 
David Barnett  May 22 
Freda A Thompson  May 28 
 
NOTE:  If your birthday isn’t here, it’s probably because that infor-
mation is marked “non-releasable” on our rosters.  To check your 
personal information release status, please contact American Mensa 
(1-800-66-MENSA) or www.us.mensa.org and under Member Re-
sources, select the PDQ section. 

Trivia              by RC Timm 
Potpourri 

1. Sir Joseph Rotblat, a designer on the Manhattan 
Project, won what  award? 

2. Who is Amos Muzyad Yakhoob Kairouz? 

3. What famous poem was written by Ernest Lawrence Thayer? 

4. May 28 is National (what food) Day? 

5. George Harrison was successfully sued for copyright infringe-
ment of what song? 

6. When was Dr. Pepper first served at soda shoppes? 

7. Which U.S. paper currency, still in circulation, has the portrait        
facing left? 

8. Where is The Museum of the American Cocktail? 

9. In what sport can you win the Davis Cup? 

10. What was original purpose for bubble wrap? 

 
Optimism is going after Moby Dick in a rowboat ... and taking the 
tartar sauce with you! 

Cryptogram 

"I AHIMNIBGRD EYHYKRDX GS ID 

YVYDB PFYHY BFY ERKKYDEYKYDB 

SLYIQYH BYWWS BFRNSIDMS RZ 

SBNMYDBS MHYSSYM GD GMYDBGEIW 

EILS IDM ARPDS BFIB 

"GDMGVGMNIWGBX" GS BFY QYX BR 

SNEEYSS." ~HRTYHB RHTYD  
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WELCOME:   
To our new group members: Ann 
Behrends, David Boone and Jason 
Moore. Hello! 
 
WELCOME BACK:  
Dr. Henry Gertzman, who is rejoining 
Mensa. Welcome, Henry!  Please join 
us for an event or two! 
William Luden, who is rejoining our 
group.  
 

FAREWELL:   
James Bittel, who has moved to Sedalia.  
Jeff Cowley, who moved even further north to Sandpoint, Idaho!  
 
FINAL FAREWELL:   
We are very sad to report that Bill Jones, long-time member of our 
group, passed away in November.  Our deepest sympathies to his 
family and friends. 

 

Welcome 

& 

Farewell 
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BLACK BEAR DINER GETS HIGH SCORES 
Your host thought there might be problems when he arrived and saw 
lots of folks waiting outside the Black Bear Diner in the northwest 
corner of the Garden of the Gods Road and Centennial Blvd intersec-
tion. It seems to be a very popular place early Sunday afternoons, and 
the waiting time was said to be a half hour. However, your host ar-
rived a half hour early, so by the time Doug, Ellen, George, Janet, Jen-
nie-Jo, Linda, Mark, Robin, Scott, Sean, and Wayne had all arrived, our 
table was waiting for us. After looking over the menu carefully, all but 
two of us decided that we were definitely there for the BURGERS (the 
other orders were Sausage & Eggs and Fried Chicken on a Waffle). 
 
Our evaluations (to the nearest half point), with 5 being best: 
Hamburger and Toppings  5.0 
Service   4.5 
Cleanliness  4.5 
Side dishes  4.5 
Value for price  4.0 
Atmosphere  4.0 
 
This is one that we can recommend without reservations, which coin-
cidentally describes their seating policy. Last month at the Back East, 
it was kind of a special occasion and celebration; this one looked like 
it was ALWAYS good.  
 
Comments:  
“Med-rare, medium, and well done burgers all looked the same (but 
tasted great!)” 
“Waffle was excellent, atmosphere was Very Beary” 
“The burger was fantastic” 
“Excellent housemade chips. Their Dijon is the best I have tasted.” 
 
There’s always a stack of ads included in the Sunday Paper, and a 
week ago one appeared for Denny’s Restaurant. Your host has never 
ordered a hamburger at Denny’s, but the pictures in that ad, as well 
as on their website (https://locations.dennys.com/CO/COLORADO-
SPRINGS/247477) were very convincing. We all know that ad pictures 
usually look a lot better than what arrives on your plate, but go to 
their website and take a look at all the toppings they add to the basic 
burger. Wow. Prices seem really reasonable, and they even offer a 
10% military discount! On May 14, we’ll try the one at 8125 N. Acade-
my Blvd, on the east side of Academy just before the on-ramp to I-25 
North. (Yes, it’s Mothers Day, but what better way to celebrate with 
Mom than with a great big sloppy burger.) 
 
RSVP to George NLT 6:00 pm Saturday May 13th, but if you forget to 
RSVP please attend anyway. Be sure to bring your cookie crumblers, 
BurgerQuest is a kid-friendly event. 

BurgerQuest 2017 

Trivia 
1. The Nobel Peace Prize, 1995, for his work in nuclear disarmament. 

2. Entertainer Danny Thomas 

3. Casey at the Bat, 1888 

4. Burger or Brisket 

5. The court ruled “My Sweet Lord” copied “He’s So Fine”, a 1963 hit 

by the Chiffons.  

6. December 1, 1885; possibly the oldest soda still in production. 

7. $10 

8. New Orleans, LA 

9. Men's tennis 

10. It was created to be a 3D wallpaper. When that failed, it became a 

wrapping material. 

Cryptogram 

“A graduation ceremony is an event where the commencement 

speaker tells thousands of students dressed in identical caps and 

gowns that "individuality" is the key to success.” ~Robert Orben  

Answers to Trivia/Cryptogram 

Mensa-versaries 
Julia Allen 
Stephen Andreorio 
Mark Berte 
William C Bricking 
Eric Burton 
Susan Creager 

William G Ebersohl 
Shawn Gulow 
Jeffrey Allen Jensen 
Thomas Kennedy 
Joan Elizabeth Welsh 
Wayne White 

https://locations.dennys.com/CO/COLORADO-SPRINGS/247477
https://locations.dennys.com/CO/COLORADO-SPRINGS/247477


Plains & Peaks Financial Report for the Fiscal Year ending 31 March 2017 

1. The Local Group Annual Financial Report was filed with American Mensa Limited in April, as required, and reflected the same 

numbers as above, although presented in a different format. 

2. The restructuring of the CDs is completed. There are now four 12-month certificates with an average value of $1,838.61, one 

of which matures each three months (i.e. a “ladder”).  

3. “Events” include the Holiday Party, Geeks Who Drink Trivia Registration, and CultureQuest registrations 

4. Income has slightly exceeded expenses over the past year. If the executive committee determines that additional funds are 

needed, several options are available. Funds can be withdrawn from the CDs upon maturity (which occurs every three 

months), or newsletter expenses can be reduced, most easily by convincing more members to receive the newsletter elec-

tronically, or an investment scheme with a higher return can be found. 

5. Future increases in expenditures might, for example, include establishing a scholarship or contributing to an existing scholar-

ship fund, contributing to MERF, funding programs locally for gifted children, or subsidizing activities at the annual mini-RG. If 

you have a suggestion for spending some of our funds for a worthwhile purpose, please propose it at one of the regularly 

scheduled Executive Committee meetings. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

George  A. Cooper, Treasurer 

Cash Balances April 1, 2016       

 Savings 126.73     

 Checking 1,214.24     

 CDs 7,293.53     

  Total Cash     8634.50 

Income       

 Mensa Dues & Testing 2,287.40     

 Investment Income/Interest 61.02     

 Other (Holiday party no-show) 60.00     

  Total Income   2408.42   

Expenses       

 Events 1,300.48     

 Newsletter expenses & Postage 748.21     

  Total Expenses   2,048.69   

Starting Cash Plus Income Less Expenses     8,994.23 

        

Cash Balances March 31, 2017       

 Savings 126.85     

 Checking 1,512.95     

 CDs 7,354.43     

  Total Cash     8,994.23 
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message) or send him an e-mail at 
gcooper@cooperplace.net. Even if you don’t RSVP, come 
anyway, we’ll make room. Be sure to bring the ankle-
biters, BurgerQuest is a kid-friendly event. 
 
 

Tuesday, May 16th, 6:00pm: Trivial Pursuits. We’re playing Showdown, a 6-
stage trivia contest featuring a wide variety of topics, at Buffalo Wild Wings, 
2905 Geyser Drive (at I-25 and Lake, next to Outback Steaks and Tinseltown) – 
they claim to have 45 players and Wi-Fi so 
everybody should be able to play!  We’re 
drinking some adult beverages (if you want 
to) and noshing on wings and other Buffalo 
Wild Wings specialty foods like burgers and sandwiches! The actual game 
starts at 6:30pm, but if you want a game player you probably should get there 
earlier!  Call or e-mail Al (719-465-3747, alackerson@msn.com) to let him 
know you’ll be there! 
 
Thursday, May 18th, 8pm:  RSVP for Games Night.  Are you attending? Let 
Chris Cooper know at shedonist@cooperplace.net or 719-646-4456. 
 
Saturday, May 20th, 9am: Red Rock Canyon Hike! Join us for an easy, get-into–
the-swing-of-it hike this morning in Red Rock Canyon Open Space, which is 
right off Highway 24 (west of I-25)!  We’re planning on doing the 
Mesa/Greenlee loop – which is categorized as “easy” and is about 2.85 miles 
long. The parking area is off Highway 24 and Ridge Road (you can see the park-
ing area from Highway 24) and we’ll meet up at Sandy’s car – she has a red 
Ford Explorer (with the gold Mensa logo on the back). We’re hitting the trail 
promptly at 9am, so you might want to arrive a few minutes early to locate 
Sandy and get your hat/water/etc. ready! Be sure to wear your hiking shoes 
and bring sun block and water, too! After the hike, if we want, there are sever-
al places nearby to go for late breakfast/early lunch! 
 
Saturday, May 20th, 7pm: Games & Poker Night.  
Chris and George will be hosting Games & Poker Night! 
They will have chips (poker and snack type), and un-
marked cards. If you prefer to play a board game, they 
have plenty. Bring a favorite one if you like. Those who 
prefer not to play any game, just come socialize. Coop-
ers have comfy furniture! Come play, snack, drink, and 
gab. The Coopers will supply the snacks; you supply your beverage. Children 
are invited. Please RSVP by Thursday, May 18th, to shedonist@cooperplace.net 
or 719-646-4456. The Coopers live at 1105 Bowstring Road, Monument. 
 
Sunday, May 21st, 4:30pm:  Kimball’s Peak Three Movie! Join some of your 
fellow Mensans at Kimball’s, which is a downtown (115 East Pikes Peak, at 
Pikes Peak and Tejon) first run movie theater showing “the very best of current 

independent and foreign films.” The plan is to meet at 4:30, 
have a drink in Kimball’s full service bar, select a movie to 
attend together, and then afterwards, have another drink 
and/or dinner and discuss the movie. We’ll be taking a 
chance on what Kimball’s is showing on this date - but you 
never know!  Could be the best movie you’ve ever seen!! 
 

Tuesday, May 23rd, 8pm:  RSVP for Ultimate Saturday Supper.  Call or email Al 
(465-3747, alackerson@msn.com) by today, May 23rd, to secure a place by the 
campfire at Longhorn Steakhouse on Saturday! 
 
Saturday, May 27th, 6pm:  Ultimate Saturday Supper.  Yippee-ki-yay, cow-
pokes, let's ride into the Longhorn Steakhouse, 5707 Barnes Road, this month.  
By the time we hit the trail for the Big Grill in the Sky, it will have been open 
about 10 days, plenty of time to shake out the jitters and provide us a fine 
dining experience.  The Longhorn Steakhouse is a full-service restaurant known 
for fresh, boldly seasoned steaks and offering the widest variety of cuts, in-
cluding its signature bone-in Outlaw Ribeye. The restaurant also serves grilled 
chicken, Atlantic salmon and baby-back ribs.  As usual, call or email Al (465-
3747, alackerson@msn.com) by May 23rd to secure a place by the campfire. 
 
 

Wednesday, May 3rd, 6:30pm:  ExComm Meeting & Dinner.  Let’s visit John-
ny’s Navajo Hogan’s, 2817 North Nevada and enjoy this unique building while 
dining on some of the best fried chicken, burgers, and pizza in town. We’ll 
have a short (very short) business meeting while we eat! Just a reminder - this 
event is open to all our Mensa members and their guests!  
 
Friday, May 5th, 5pm:  Give In To Beer Pressure.  May’s GITBP – selected by 
the high complex, secret algorithm developed exclusively by Sean – has chosen 
Iron Bird! “Iron Bird is best known for hoppier ales like Propaganda IPA and 
Deadstick IIPA, both of which took home medals at the All Colorado Beer Fest, 

two years running. For the non “hopheads,” Iron Bird has a 
great selection of dark, malty beers like the Black Auger 
Stout as well as lighter selections and a rotating lineup of 
small batch, experimental brews.” This small brewery also 
has gotten great reviews on their pizzas, made from scratch 
on homemade dough!  Iron Bird is at 402 South Nevada 
Avenue in Colorado Springs. Remember, if you know of a 

good brew-pub or happy hour bar in the local area that we have missed, 
please let Sean know. He can be reached by email: 
sean.mccormick.us@member.mensa.org, or by cell phone: (719) 651-6706. 
 
Friday, May 5th, 8pm:  RSVP for Travel Night!  Please to Mark at 
mark_berte@elpasotel.net or text 719- 216-5230. Mark’s a great photogra-
pher, so please join us for a fun and information evening! 
 
Saturday, May 6th, 10am:  Caffeine Conundrum.  Join us in reveling "Free 
Comic Book Day" while enjoying some good coffee and food at KaPow Comics 
and Coffee. Feel free to bring the family, there's plenty of 
comics and coffee to go around.  KaPow is located at 4239 
North Nevada Avenue (in Colorado Springs) and their 
website is: www.kapowcomicsandcoffee.com. For more 
information on “Free Comic Book Day” visit 
www.freecomicbookday.com.  Know of a new coffee 
shop?  Be sure to let John know! 
 
Sunday, May 7th, 6pm: Travel Night! Join us at Mark Berte’s home to watch 
some travel slide shows.  BTW - for those of you who haven’t seen Mark’s 
work – Mark’s an excellent photographer so spending an evening seeing his pix 
of recent trips is quite a treat!!  New offerings since last year's Travel Night 
include Big Bend National Park, Greece, Machu Picchu and the Galapagos, 
and Antarctica.  (And, travel slide shows from last year are still available: Ire-
land, Scotland, Italy, Budapest to Amsterdam, Death Valley, Maine, Africa, 
Grand Canyon by Dory, Canadian Rockies.) Some beer, box wine and limited 
soft drinks will be provided (if you are finicky, bring your own).  Bring some 
light snacks/dishes to share and supplement the generic snacks provided. 
 We’ll use the first half hour to charge our glasses, catch up, identify the most 
wanted shows and settle in for the first slide show at about 
6:30pm. DIRECTIONS: Mark's home is at 1505 Swigert Way out by Schriever 
AFB. *Take US24/Platte east to CO94 and continue east on CO94 about 8 miles 
to Curtis Road. Turn right (south) on Curtis Road and go about 2 miles when 
you will see Mark’s grey house on the right. Turn right on Blue Road and then 
right on Swigert to park at the end of the cul de sac. Handicap parking and 
delivery stops only in the driveway. Please RSVP NLT 5 May 2016 to Mark 
<mark_berte@elpasotel.net> or  text 719 216 5230.   
 
Wednesday, May 10th, 6pm:  Mensa Mini-golf!  Let’s meet up at Adventure 

Mini Golf, 6550 Corporate Drive in Colorado Springs, 
just off Woodman and I-25.  This is a family-friendly 
event, with a monthly trophy that’s MORE glamorous 
than last year’s. Cost for 18 holes is $5 for adults, $4 
for kids and seniors!  Winner will be declared the 
Plains & Peaks Mini-golf Champion … and keeps that 
title until the next time we go mini-golfing!  

 
Sunday, May 14th, 1pm:  BurgerQuest 2017:  We’re meeting at Denny’s Res-
taurant, 8125 N. Academy Blvd Colorado Springs, just before the on-ramp to I-
25 northbound. RSVP to George NLT yesterday: 719-418-6073 (and leave a 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1 2 3 

6:30 PM 

ExComm 

Meeting/Dinner 

@ Navajo Hogan’s 

4 5 

5:00 PM 

Give In To 

Beer Pressure @  

Iron Bird 

 

Travel Night RSVP 

6 
10:00 AM 

Caffeine 

Conundrum 

@ KaPow Comics 

And Coffee 

7 

6:00 PM 

Travel Night 

@ Mark Berte’s 

8 

 

9 

 

10 

6:00 PM 

Mini Golf @ 

Adventure 

Mini Golf 

11 

 

12 

 

13 

 

RSVP For 

BurgerQuest 

14 

1:00 PM 

BurgerQuest 

@ 

Denny’s 

15 

 

16 

6:00 PM 

Trivial Pursuits 

@ 

Buffalo Wild Wings 

 

 

17 

 

18 

RSVP 

For  

Games Night 

19 

 

20 

9:00 AM 

Red Rock 

Canyon Hike 

7:oo PM 

Games/Poker 

Night@Cooper’s 

21 

 

4:30 pm 

Kimball’s 

Peak 3 Movie 

22 

 

 

23 

RSVP 

For  

Ultimate Saturday 

Supper  

 

24 

 

25 

 

26 27 

6:00 PM 

Ultimate Saturday 

Supper @  

Longhorn 

Steakhouse 

28 

 

29 30 31    

Events continued 
Friday, June 2nd, 5pm: Give In To Beer Pressure.  Sean’s highly complex and 
proprietary algorithm has selected the Rock Bottom for the June GITBP event!  
From their website: “Every tank we tap represents hours of planning, experi-
mentation, ingenuity and precision by your local Rock Bottom Brewmaster. 
While we pride ourselves on the remarkably consistent quality of our beers, 
we're just as dedicated to letting the personality, experience and particular 
expertise of each Brewmaster shine through.”  Rock Bottom is at 3316 Cinema 
Point Dr (in the First & Main Town Center, off Powers).  Remember, if you 
know of a good brew-pub or happy hour bar in the local area that we have 
missed, please let Sean know. He can be reached by email: 
sean.mccormick.us@member.mensa.org, or by cell phone: (719) 651-6706. 
 
Monday, June 5th, 8pm:  RSVP for ExComm Meeting and Dinner.  Give Sandy a 
call at 719-528-5483 or e-mail mandshalby@comcast.net to reserve a seat at 
Wednesday’s ExComm Meeting and Dinner.  For new Mensans, the ExComm 
Meeting is our business meeting and takes about two minutes to conduct. All 
members and guests are welcome at this event! 
 
Wednesday, June 7th, 6:30pm:  ExComm Meeting and Dinner.  Let’s visit a fav 
– Pizzeria Rustica, in Old Colorado City at 2527 W Colorado Ave!  They hand-
stretch their pizza dough, use fresh (made daily by hand) mozzarella cheese 
and vine-ripened tomatoes in their sauce!  We’ll need reservations for this 
one, so let Sandy know by Monday, June 5th, that you’ll be there 
(mandshalby@comcast.net or call 719-528-5483).  For new Mensans, the Ex-
Comm Meeting is our business meeting and takes about two minutes to con-
duct. All members and guests are welcome at this event! 

mailto:sean.mccormick.us@member.mensa.org
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