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LocSec Lowdown
Hello, fellow Peaksters! Not much new at the
Halby house as I type this up. I was hoping to
report we’d won the recent huge $435 million
MegaMillions lottery jackpot and were getting
ready to throw a big party, but, alas, it was
not to be. As Mike and I joke though, we’d
certainly be more than happy to win the little
Colorado state lottery’s measly 4 or 5 million
dollars. We’d probably still throw a party!
And, now … on to Mensa business! Huge
“Thank You” to our MERF Essay Contest judges: Al, Daniel, Betsy, Jennie-Jo, and Judy! We
had 45 qualified essays entered in the MERF
Scholarship Essay Contest at our Local Group
level this year – I think that’s a record for us.
We will have a local winner of approximately
$300 and all our local group winners were
forwarded to the Regional MERF judges.
There were more essay categories this year
than ever before so we ended up forwarding
17 of the 45 entries! Hope some of those win
at Regional and National levels!!
Here’s an announcement from American
Mensa: If you join “Mensa Match” in March,
you get 25% of unlimited communications –
and to quote American Mensa – “That’s a
bright idea no matter who you are.” If you
want to check out Mensa Match, just go to
the
American
Mensa
web-site
www.us.mensa.org and select “Shop,” then
select “Benefits and Services.” Mensa Match
is on the list! This offer expires on March 31st,
2017.
Coming up in April, a very popular Mensa
event: CultureQuest! Entries are due by the
end of March, so be sure to contact me prior
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to March 27th to get on a team for the 2017
CultureQuest! We already have one team
formed and are looking to field at least two
teams this year. There’s an article in this
newsletter about CultureQuest – which is a
very, very fun event. BTW – Big “Thanks!!” to
Jim H. for volunteering to host again this year!

While there’s absolutely no obligation to participate in your local group activities … I’d
love to see you soon at a Mensa event … so,
please reconsider, renew, and join us when
you have the time!! Thanks!
Well, that’s about all I can think of for now –
hope to see you soon at a Mensa event!

Be sure to check out our March calendar –
and join in an event or two! We’ve got GITBP,
Movie Night, Caffeine Conundrum, Trivial
Pursuits, USS and BurgerQuest!

~Sandy

MARCH IS DUES RENEWAL MONTH!
March is Mensa Dues Renewal Month! If you
have already renewed your Mensa membership – Thanks! Otherwise, please read on...
If you have not renewed your American Mensa membership, please reconsider! People
are Mensans for many reasons - camaraderie,
activities, social interaction, education, or
perhaps just for the satisfaction of knowing
you are a Mensan! Whatever your reason for
being a Mensan, please renew your membership at your earliest convenience.
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What’s Up In Our Region
Greg Kontz
Regional Vice Chair
Heartland Region 7
RVC7 – LocSec 07/585
North Dakota
grjk@fisherind.com
701-290-0743

Hi guys –
This is mostly from a couple years ago – it seemed appropriate for
now: We’re in the Mensa election phase, so there are candidates and
amendments to discuss. We just got through a national election that
was contentious. Aside from the election issues, we’ve also have
more social media sites and email threads where Mensans can opine.
I’m on a few different email threads and social media sites. I don’t do
a great deal of talking on them, but I do observe a lot. The following
comments are not about any specific conversations or opinions.
We all come from our own perspective, therefore our own perception, therefore our own reality. The fact that someone does not
agree with you should not be surprising or infuriating. It does not
mean that they’re stupid, evil, or that they have an agenda.
 Concentrate on concepts – not people. Things that need to
change are changed when people start to think differently – not
when individuals ‘win’ or ‘lose’ after a battle of wills.
 If someone doesn’t agree with you, ask yourself: What perspective/perception are they coming from? Is there something they
know that I don’t? Is there something I had not considered that I
should have? What are the things I agree with?
 Shouting, going the ad hominem route, being crude, being
hurtful or insulting – these are not the tools that Mensans should
pull out of the toolbox – period. These are not the tools that
indicate your thoughtfulness or depth of knowledge. There’s an
old saying: “When all you’ve got in your toolbox is a hammer,
every problem looks like a nail”. Concentrate on adding more
tools, not on swinging the hammer more forcefully.
 You don’t have to abandon your core values to be willing to listen to someone who does not share them. Whether they do the
same in return is not guaranteed. What is pretty much guaranteed is that they won’t if you don’t.
 It’s OK to disengage sometimes. It does not mean that you agree
or that you’ve conceded. Some things just are not worth the
effort. One of the things my son-in-law said after my granddaughter died was that he wasn’t going to “pole vault over
mouse turds” anymore.
 It’s not about what you want – it’s about being grateful for what
you have. Another saying I read: “Most people are standing
knee deep in a running brook, dying of thirst”.
 The reason I care about Mensa is because I love the conversations, and what I gain from them. If there is only one place on
the earth where light is valued over heat, where sequential logic
and the free exchange of ideas rule the day – it should here.

Mensa-versaries
Al Ackerson
Andrew Alexander
James Bittel
Jennifer D Browning
Mark Cheney
Shawna Daniel
Marietta Denniston
Matthew Durham
Mia Foster
Julia Ann Hargrove
William T Jones Jr
William Kirkley
Levi R Knox

Caleb Lewis
Joseph Liptak
Eric Locke
Larry Lukenbill
Nancy Lukenbill
Daniel Mullin
Rochelle Nutting
Frank W Shelton
Michael Strait
Ralph Trickey
Lee Van Arsdale
Kari Wass
Micki Wiersma

Plains and Peaks Mensa Officers
Sandy Halby (LocSec/President)
6066 Del Rey Dr.
Colorado Springs, CO 80918
719-528-5483
mandshalby@comcast.net
Chris Cooper (2nd Vice Pres. for Membership)
1105 Bowstring Rd.
Monument, CO 80132-8595
(719-646-4456)

Shedonist@Cooperplace.net
George Cooper (treasurer)
1105 Bowstring Rd.
Monument, CO 80132-8595

719-646-4456
Srikant Mantravadi (Gifted Youth Coordinator)
6433 Jules Drive
Colorado Springs, CO 80923
(719) 352-5074
srikant_mantravadi@yahoo.com
Betsy Ogan (PlainsPeaking Editor)
1061 Hummingbird Ct.
Colorado Springs, CO 80921
719-481-1199
Bogan54@aol.com
Windy Adoretti (Webmaster)
1465 Stella Dr.
Colorado Springs, CO 80921
719-201-4743

windy@adoretti.com
Al Ackerson (Past President)
5102 Galley Road, #430AW
Colorado Springs, CO 80915
719-465-3747
Alackerson@msn.com

Later,
Greg Kontz
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Plains & Peaks Patter
If you have an announcement or news item, please forward it to
PlainsPeaking Editor Betsy Ogan (bogan54@aol.com) for inclusion in
PlainsPeaking! And, don’t forget, you can advertise your business in
PlainsPeaking. The current rates are: business card size $6, quarter
page $10, half page $25 and full page $50.
FEBRUARY TRIVIAL PURSUITS! Well, eleven of us showed up at
Trivial Pursuits in February – too bad
Buzztime was on the blink! So, instead
of Trivia, we just visited, had some
drinks and ate dinner. We’ll have to
wait until March to kick Carlos and his gang’s butts!! See you then!
GAMES NIGHT AT THE COOPERS WAS A FUN EVENT. If you didn’t
attend, you missed out on laughter, groans, and confusion. How exciting! Linda, Doug, Fran, Penny, and Chris played Mexican Train
where each round had different rules. After the fifth round we figured
we knew how to play but it was time for the
evening to be over. Chris is writing up the rules
we learned. Poker? Players were Sandy, Susan,
Al, Mark, and George. Some groaning there
when it was considered “a stupid game”. Don’t
know who the big winner was but bets are on
Mark. He did an “ASO” (Al Sneak Out). Definitely
looking forward to next time! Thanks to Coopers for hosting!
HELP WANTED! Do you have a Media or Publicity background? Maybe that’s something you’d like to try? If so, consider helping Plains &
Peaks Mensa with Admissions Testing publicity! We’re looking to increase our testing numbers and really need a hand with the publicity
– ideas, contacts, someone to take this particular bull by the horns
and wrestle around with it! And, bonus – this would look good on
your resume or annual job appraisal! If you’d be interested in volunteering to be our Publicity person, contact Sandy at mandshalby@comcast.net!

Jarvis Ryals
Kimball Williams
Donald W Erickson
James Campbell
Denise K Castle
Damon Smithwick
Ralph Trickey
Michael D Colgate
Jeffrey Douds
Brian Herbert
Mark Sarlo
William R Machacek
Gerri J Duke
Mark Berte
Robert P Weaver
Thomas Kennedy

March 5
March 5
March 6
March 8
March 12
March 15
March 16
March 17
March 18
March 18
March 18
March 19
March 24
March 26
March 28
March 31

NOTE: If your birthday isn’t here, it’s probably because that information is marked “non-releasable” on our rosters. To check your
personal information release status, please contact American Mensa
(1-800-66-MENSA) or www.us.mensa.org and under Member Resources, select the PDQ section.

CultureQuest® XXVIII April 30th
“Since its inception, more than 3,000 cultural questions have been
answered by Mensan teams across the U.S. and Canada.”
Plains & Peaks Mensa would like to field at least one team for CultureQuest® - two if we get enough folks! Plains & Peaks Mensa will cover
the $50 per team fees.

JOIN PLAINS & PEAKS MENSA ON FACEBOOK! See photos of recent
activities and meetings and get to know some of your fellow Mensans
via this popular social site! It’s a “closed” group so you have to ask to
join. Search FB for “Plains & Peaks Mensa.”

CultureQuest® - much more than just “trivia” questions – consists of
over 300 questions answered as a team in just 90 minutes. And no
reference materials are allowed! So, if you’re up to the challenge –
join in!! Contact Sandy at 528-5483 or mandshalby@comcast.net by
March 27th to join a team.

BLOGS AND WEBSITES: If you have a blog or website that you think
might interest other Mensans, send the link to Betsy at bogan54@aol.com so she can put it here.

You can also visit www.us.mensa.org for more info on this annual
event! And, you can sign up the CultureQuest®-ion of the Day and
check out past CultureQuest® questions!

E-MAIL AND ELECTRONIC NEWSLETTER: If you’re receiving this via
“snail mail,” consider changing your preferences to electronic newsletter and correspondence. It’s easy! Either go to the American Mensa web-site or contact American Mensa to change your preferences!

ELIGIBILITY: A team may consist of up to five primary players, and up
to two alternates. National membership rosters as of April 1, 2017
will be used to determine eligibility of each team member. An ineligible team member will be removed from the team and will not be
eligible to play. If an ineligible team member plays, this will DISQUALIFY the whole team.

GET PUBLISHED! If you’d like to contribute to the PlainsPeaking newsletter, submit your article, poem, photo, puzzle, whatever to Betsy at
bogan54@aol.com .

March 2017

“CultureQuest: Classic” is open to all members regardless of age.
Each team member must be a dues-paid Mensa member (U.S. or Canada) for the 2017-2018 membership year and must be renewed before April 1, 2017. “CultureQuest: The Next Generation” is the Youth
Division. Entrants must have been born AFTER May,1999. Only the
Youth Division team captain must be a current Mensa member.
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March Events
Friday, March 3rd, 5:30 – 8:30 pm: Give In To Beer Pressure. A very
special GITBP in March – Ed Herlik will host an Irish-themed Beer Pressure at his house (near Powers and North Carefree) –
in his personal pub! This is the third time our St. Patrick's Beer Pressure will be at the Herlik's. Bring your
beer of choice – and if you’re a brewer, bring your
best and/or latest batch of beer for us to sample!
Note we're starting half an hour later to accommodate brewery stops on the way to GITBP for those wanting to bring
something from a local brew pub. Bring munchies if you like but it's
not necessary. Ed’s pub can only hold 14 people, so please RSVP by
email to Herlik@aol.com … first come, first reserved. Ed will confirm
receipt by sending directions. As always, if you have an idea or new
pub, let Sean know! sean.mccormick.us@member.mensa.org, or cell
phone: (719) 651-6706.
Tuesday, March 7th, 6pm: ExComm Meeting & Dinner. Let’s visit one
of the newest restaurants in Colorado Springs, Arabian Nights, located
at 8029 N Academy Blvd. As you can guess from the name, they serve
Middle-Eastern-style food! And as usual, there will be a very short
business meeting and then dinner. Just a reminder - this event is open
to all our Mensa members and their guests!
Saturday, March 11th, 6pm: RSVP for BurgerQuest! Reply “yes” as
soon as you can, but no later than 6pm today, March 11th, for tomorrow’s meeting. Call George at 719-418-6073 (and leave a message), or
send him an e-mail at gcooper@cooperplace.net. Forget to reply?
Come anyway, we’ll fit you in. And plan to bring
the young’uns, BurgerQuest is a kid-friendly event
Sunday, March 12th, 1pm: BurgerQuest! We’re
meeting at … well, it’s a mystery as of right now!
Watch your e-mail and our Facebook page for the
location of March’s BurgerQuest!
Thursday, March 16th, 8pm: RSVP for Movie Night: Let Chris Cooper
know if you’re coming: shedonist@cooperplace.net or 719-646-4456.
Saturday, March 18th, 8:30am: Caffeine Conundrum! Start your
weekend off with some great coffee, conversation, and company!
John R. is leading this event for our coffee lovers (or tea! Or whatever!) and we’ll be visiting different coffee houses
around town once a month. We chose Caffeine
Conundrum for the event name – at least for now!
Why not join us with your ideas? We’ll be meeting
in March at Loyal Coffee, 408 South Nevada Ave in
Colorado Springs. “Loyal Coffee is a barista owned
and operated specialty coffee shop dedicated to
creating a full five senses experience for our guests through a beautiful space to work, relax, and connect with others.” See you there –
bright and early!
Saturday, March 18th, 6pm: Movie Night! As of press time, a movie
has not been chosen, but be assured it will be one to either tickle your
fancy or make you groan. And, just as some of us
might remember from days past, we’ll have a short
feature before the main movie (probably a cartoon
and/or Benny Hill episode!) along with movie food
(popcorn, hot dogs, and candy). The Coopers are

Page 4

hosting this event and supplying the movie snacks, but you’ll need to
bring what you want to drink! The movie will be rated PG and children
are invited, too! Please RSVP by Thursday, March 16th, to shedonist@cooperplace.net or 719-646-4456. The Coopers live at 1105 Bowstring Road, Monument.
Tuesday, March 21st, 6:00pm: Trivial Pursuits. We’re playing Showdown, a 6-stage trivia contest featuring a wide variety of topics, at
Buffalo Wild Wings, 2905 Geyser Drive
(at I-25 and Lake, next to Outback
Steaks and
Tinseltown) – they claim to have 45
players and Wi-Fi so everybody should be able to play! We’re drinking some adult beverages (if you want to) and noshing on wings and
other Buffalo Wild Wings specialty foods like burgers and sandwiches!
The actual game starts at 6:30pm, but if you want a game player you
probably should get there earlier! Call or e-mail Al (719-465-3747,
alackerson@msn.com) to let him know you’ll be there!
Thursday, March 23rd, 8pm: RSVP for Ultimate Saturday Supper. Call
or e-mail Al (alackerson@msn.com, 465-3747) and let him know
you're coming to dinner on Saturday!
Saturday, March 25th, 6:30pm: Ultimate Saturday Supper. Let's hit
the trail and stick our boots in the aisle for an outing to the Latigo
Grill, 13710 Halleluiah Trail in Elbert. The Latigo Grill is an adjunct of
the Latigo Rodeo Events Arena. Start with some super nachos or
smoked chicken wings, then move on to USDA choice hand-cut top
sirloin or slow-roasted Angus prime rib or maybe some jumbo Louisiana shrimp. If you'd rather, have a chicken breast or a half-pound
Angus beef hamburger. Top off your meal with some cherry or apple
pie or a chocolate brownie ice cream sundae! If the weather is fine
we can sit outside! Go east on
Woodman to Falcon, then
north on Meridian to Latigo
Blvd. Turn right on Latigo Blvd
and one mile later you'll see
the rodeo arena on the left.
As usual, RSVP to Al (alackerson@msn.com, 465-3747)
Advance Notice: Friday, April 7th, 5pm: Give In To Beer Pressure! Red Leg Brewing Company is veteran-owned, and veteranfocused. Their name comes from the Civil War, where artillerymen
wore a crimson stripe down the leg of their trousers in order to be
more easily located on the field of battle. They have several fine
brews that are regularly available, and they release a new specialty
beer every Friday. Friday food is typically provided by Mira Sol food
truck (New Mexico deliciousness). Red Leg Brewing Company is at
4630 Forge Road in Colorado Springs (off Garden of
the Gods between I-25 and Centennial),
www.redlegbrewingco.com. Remember, if you
know of a good brew-pub or happy hour bar in the
local area that we have missed, please let Sean know.
By email: sean.mccormick.us@member.mensa.org,
or cell : (719) 651-6706.
Advance Notice: Wednesday, April 5th, 6:30pm: ExComm Meeting &
Dinner. Let’s visit Togo’s Sandwiches, 27 S. Tejon. I’m partial to their
#24, the avocado turkey club! It’s the best! And as usual, there will be
a very short business meeting and then dinner. Just a reminder - this
event is open to all our Mensa members and their guests!
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Thu
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3
5:30 PM
Give In To
Beer Pressure @
Ed Herlik’s
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8:30 AM
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6:00 PM
Movie Night @
The Coopers

RSVP
For
Movie Night
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27

Trivia

22

6:00 PM
Trivial Pursuits
@
Buffalo Wild Wings
28

23

24

RSVP
For
Ultimate Saturday
Supper
29

by RC Timm
Potpourri

1.

Diamonds are the hardest natural mineral gem
stone, what is number two?
2. What is the official residence of the French president?
3. What major-league pitcher won more games than any pitcher
and was never awarded the Cy Young Award?
4. What were Julius Caesar's last words?
5. What is the longest non-interstate road in the U.S.?
6. Who is the first woman to run for president?
7. Where is the world's shortest international flight?
8. Minnie Pearl was noted for a price tag hanging from her hat,
what was the price of the hat?
9. Which famous baby turned 90 on Nov 20, 2016?
10. How long did the Pony Express operate?

30

18

25
6:30 PM
Ultimate Saturday
Supper @
Latigo Grill

31

Answers to Trivia
1. Moissanite, aka silicon carbide, very rare naturally, widely synthesized
2. Palais de l'Élysée
3. Cy Young
4. Not "et tu, Brute", those were penned by Shakespeare, there is
conflicting evidence that he said anything.
5. Colfax Avenue (Golden-Lakewood-Denver-Aurora-Bennett) 26.1
miles
6. Victoria Woodhull, 1872; she did not get the nomination.
7. St. Gallen-Altenrhein Airport in Switzerland to Friedrichshafen
Airport in Germany, 13 miles in eight minutes.
8. $1.98
9. Ann Taylor Cook, the original Gerber baby.
10. 19 Months, April 1860 to October 1861

19

17

Trivia

Sun

March funny: 98% of drivers scream when sliding off an icy road, the
other 2% are from Colorado.

March 2017
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED TO:

PlainsPeaking
AMERICAN MENSA, LTD.
1229 CORPORATE DRIVE WEST
ARLINGTON, TX 76006-6103

Mensa® is an international organization made up of people who have
scored in the top 2% on standardized IQ tests. Mensa is non-profit and
has no political or religious affiliations. The purpose of Mensa is to serve
as a means of communication for its members and to foster intelligence.
PlainsPeaking is the official publication of Plains & Peaks Mensa (#808).
Mensa itself has no opinions; any opinions expressed in PlainsPeaking, if
not otherwise designated, are those of the individual contributor or of the
editor. The appearance of any paid advertisement, should such an unlikely
event occur, in PlainsPeaking does NOT imply any endorsement of products, services, or anything else mentioned in said ad by either Plains &
Peaks Mensa, PlainsPeaking, American Mensa, Ltd., or Mensa International.
Mensa® is registered at the U.S. Patent Office as the collective mark of an
international membership organization.

PlainsPeaking is published monthly by Plains and Peaks Mensa Editor,
1061 Hummingbird Ct, Colorado Springs, CO 80921-5696. All material
within is copyright©2017 by Plains & Peaks Mensa, except where otherwise indicated. Masthead photo copyrighted 2009 by Betsy Ogan. Subscriptions are $6.00 (11 monthly issues) for non-Mensans and for Mensans
who are not members of the Plains&Peaks local group. Single issues are
available on a first-come, first-served basis with a SASE.
Editorial Policy: We (deliriously) welcome your letters, articles, poems,
artwork, and puzzles. Items submitted to PlainsPeaking should be the
ORIGINAL work of the author, and should be emailed if possible. If

previously published, please include where and when. MS Word , RTF,
and plain text formats are especially encouraged for articles, JPG or GIF
for artwork. Equations should be typeset with MS Equation Editor. Typewritten work signed by the author and submitted by surface mail is also
welcome. Handwritten items may be accepted, but we cannot guarantee
accuracy in publication. The editor’s e-mail address is Bogan54@aol.com.
Please check with the editor about other acceptable media and formats.
Artwork will be reproduced as black and white or grayscale (drawings or
photographs). The Editor reserves the right to refuse to publish submitted
material and to edit as necessary.
Note to Contributors: By contributing material to Plains and Peaks
Mensa, you are giving permission for your material to be published in
both the newsletter and the web-based newsletter archives. You MAY
withhold your name, email address, or any other address; simply request
this from the Editor. Other Mensa publications may reprint PlainsPeaking
material if the author/artist and PlainsPeaking are credited and the material
is not individually copyrighted. Letters and emails to the Editor will be
considered for publication unless the author specifically requests otherwise.
Note to Reprinting Editors: a courtesy copy indicating the material
reprinted would be greatly appreciated. To: PlainsPeaking Editor, 1061
Hummingbird Ct, Colorado Springs, CO 80921-5696

