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Hello, fellow Peaksters!  Right now the 
weather is gorgeous outside – in fact, 
Mike, RC, Rick (another friend of ours), 
and I went golfing yesterday at Fossil 
Trace in Golden (brutal course!). Now, 
tomorrow, according to the weather 
forecast, is another story! Winter will be 
making a comeback! Which is good be-
cause I’ve had a long list of indoor pro-
jects that I’ve neglected because they’re 
the type you save for doing on a wintery 
(or rainy), stormy day! So, as you can tell, 
I’m conflicted – bad weather to get things 
done or good weather to blow everything 
else off and go golfing!  
 
Speaking of golf … two things!  First, 
we’re starting Mini-Golf again in April!  I 
have been the proud possessor of the 
trophy all winter and Linda assures me 
that the 2017 trophy will be even more 
spectacular!  Why not come out and join 
us for a fun evening at Mini-Golf – and 
maybe you’ll win that beautiful trophy! 
 
Second – any duffers out there? If you’d 
like to get out on the golf course occa-
sionally, let me know and I’d be glad to 
join you! I’m not good but I have fun, 
and, as they say “Those who golf golf and 
those who can’t golf, golf anyway”!  I 
mentioned above we tried out Fossil 
Trace up in Golden (a bit out of our usual 
territory – sort of special trip).  A very 

beautiful course, but very difficult.  Lots 
of swales, holes, and deep, deep sand 
traps.  Yikes!   
 
Other than Mini-Golf in April, there are a 
few other events in April to enjoy!  We’re 
starting off with ExComm at Togo’s, 
which I adored when I would travel to 
Mountain View in California.  Sometimes, 
we’d stop at a Togo’s on the way to the 
airport to fly home and get on the plane 
with Togo’s in hand, making all the other 
passenger jealous!   
 
Then, there’s Give In To Beer Pressure, 
BurgerQuest (a fave event), Kimball’s, 
Trivial Pursuits, Caffeine Conundrum, 
Scrabble®, and Ultimate Saturday Sup-
per!  Surely there’s an event in there that 
you’d enjoy! Why not mark your calendar 
now while you’re thinking of it!  
 
We’re also doing Mensa testing in April – 
so if you have a family member or friend 
who’d like to test for Mensa member-
ship, have that person contact me for the 
details!  
 
Since we’re getting into better weather, 
is there any interest in reviving our 
monthly Mensa hikes?  We saw some 
great views last summer from Red Rocks 
and Austin Bluffs Open Spaces!  Want to 
go again in May?  Let me know! 
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Don’t forget, we have a Facebook page 
where you can see the upcoming events 
as well as photos from events!  It’s a 
closed group, so you have to request to 
join!  Look us up!   
 
Well, that’s about all I can think of for 
now … hope to see you soon at a Mensa 
event! 

 
~Sandy 
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Mensa-versaries 
Jan Caffey 
Blanton Combs 
Jeffrey D Cowley 
Rick A Laurenzi 
Montgomery A Lee 
Mark Maynard 
Kerrie A Meyler 
Ria Paradkar 
Jarvis D Ryals MD 

Mark Kevin Sarlo PE 
Stephen Jerome Sicinski 
Deborah Rohrmann Smith 
Freda A Thompson 

Trivia              by RC Timm 
Fun, Facts & Foolery 

 

1.    What was unique about the 1910 Sears automobile? 

2.    Who holds the record for the most U.S. patents? 

3.    Is this correct? I'm going to parachute out of a plane regardless of 

what you think. 

4.    Where was the Battle of Bunker Hill fought? 

5.    Who was the first athlete featured on a box of Wheaties? 

6.    Which breed of dog is known for its blue tongue?  

7.    How many times was the phrase "Beam me up, Scotty" used in 

the original Star Trek series? 

8.    What is the only inanimate sign of the zodiac? 

9.    What is the Castillo de San Marcos? 

10. What is the first U.S. National Monument? 

 

Remember - April showers bring May blizzards. 

Cryptogram 

 

"UOG UZXNVSG HFUO PZTQUFQTS  

 

MXLGC FC UOTU RGZJ XDUGB  

 

UOGJ YGU GSGQUGW."  

 

~HFSS ZXYGZC  
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You can advertise your business in PlainsPeaking. The current rates 
are:  business card size $6, quarter page $10, half page $25 and full 
page $50.   
 
GET PUBLISHED! If you’d like to contribute to the PlainsPeaking news-
letter, submit your article, poem, photo, puzzle, whatever to Betsy at 
bogan54@aol.com . 
 
MENSA ADMISSIONS TESTING. If you know someone who would like 
to test for Mensa membership, we’re holding Mensa Admission 
Testing on the 8th of April!  Contact Sandy (mandshalby@comcast.net 
or 528-5483) for details.  
 
MARCH TRIVIAL PURSUITS!  Well, eight of us showed up at Trivial 

Pursuits in March – and luckily, 
Buzztime was working! Alas, Carlos was 
not there so we didn’t have the pleas-
ure of kicking his butt, but we had a 

good time vying between ourselves!  Al took the first, second and 
fourth (Warm-up, Countdown and Lightening) rounds, with Mark 
taking the third (Category). The fifth round (Pyramid) resulted in a 
three-way tie between Al, Mark and Jim. Jim pulled it out in the sixth 
round (Final) and got enough points to be the overall winner and 
come in at 93rd nationwide!  Congrats, Jim!  Here’s the order of finish-
ing: Jim, Mark, Sandy, Mike, Al, J, Louise and Susan. 
 
MOVIE NIGHT AT THE COOPERS! Al did it again and suggested a mov-
ie none of us had heard of: Tucker and Dale vs. Evil, which has the 
following summation on IMDB:  Affable hillbillies Tucker and Dale are 
on vacation at their dilapidated mountain cabin when 
they are mistaken for murderers by a group of preppy 
college students.  The plot sounded good and there 
were a few good laughs, but it was a bit too gory for 
me!!  Regardless, George, Chris, Al, Mike, and I feast-
ed on a variety of movie snacks while berating Al for 
his choice of films!  Then, a few day later I was telling a friend about it 
and, lo and behold, in retrospect, it was funny!!  Thanks Al and thanks 
to Coopers for hosting!  We’ll schedule another movie night in a cou-
ple of months and this time, Chris and I get to pick it!  
 
HELP WANTED! Do you have a Media or Publicity background? May-
be that’s something you’d like to try? If so, consider helping Plains & 
Peaks Mensa with Admissions Testing publicity! We’re looking to in-
crease our testing numbers and really need a hand with the publicity 
– ideas, contacts, someone to take this particular bull by the horns 
and wrestle around with it! And, bonus – this would look good on 
your resume or annual job appraisal!  If you’d be interested, contact 
Sandy at mandshalby@comcast.net!  
 
JOIN PLAINS & PEAKS MENSA ON FACEBOOK! See photos of recent 
activities and meetings and get to know some of your fellow Mensans 
via this popular social site!  It’s a “closed” group so you have to ask to 
join.  Search FB for “Plains & Peaks Mensa.” 
 
E-MAIL AND ELECTRONIC NEWSLETTER: If you’re receiving this via 
“snail mail,” consider changing your preferences to electronic news-
letter and correspondence.  It’s easy!  Either go to the American Men-
sa web-site or contact American Mensa to change your preferences! 
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Plains & Peaks Patter 

 
William Kubida  April 3  
David Robinder  April 5 
Randy Stauber  April 7 
Jerry Pulley  April 17 
Bill Ebersohl  April 18 
Jessica Senia  April 20 
Julie Armstrong  April 21 
Eric Burton  April 21 
Chris Ridge  April 27 
Ty Hadley  April 28 
Bill Kirkley  April 29 
Stephen Andreorio April 30 
 
NOTE:  If your birthday isn’t here, it’s probably because that infor-
mation is marked “non-releasable” on our rosters.  To check your 
personal information release status, please contact American Mensa 
(1-800-66-MENSA) or www.us.mensa.org and under Member Re-
sources, select the PDQ section. 

Trivia 
1.   It came in a box, some assembly required. What would you expect 

for $395? 

2.   Australian inventor Kia Silverbrook has been granted 4,665 U.S. 

patents as of 26 March 2014.  

3.   No, regardless is not a word. 

4.   Breed's Hill, just south of Bunker Hill 

5.   Baseball player Lou Gehrig - 1934 

6.   Chow Chow 

7.   Zero, some references state that Kirk used "Scotty, beam us up" 

and other variations. 

8.   Libra, the scales 

9.   It's the oldest masonry fort in the continental United States, St. 

Augustine, Florida, built in 1672. 

10. Devil's Tower, WY 

 

Cryptogram 

“The trouble with practical jokes is that very often they get 

 elected.” 

  ~Will Rogers  

Answers to Trivia/Cryptogram 
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attend together, and then afterwards, have another drink and/or 
dinner and discuss the movie. We’ll be taking a chance on what Kim-
ball’s is showing on this date - but you never know!  Could be the best 
movie you’ve ever seen!! 
 
Tuesday, April 18th, 6:00pm: Trivial Pursuits. We’re playing Show-
down, a 6-stage trivia contest featuring a wide variety of topics, at 
Buffalo Wild Wings, 2905 Geyser Drive 
(at I-25 and Lake, next to Outback 
Steaks and Tinseltown) – they claim to 
have 45 players and Wi-Fi so everybody 
should be able to play!  We’re drinking 
some adult beverages (if you want to) and noshing on wings and oth-
er Buffalo Wild Wings specialty foods like burgers and sandwiches! 
The actual game starts at 6:30pm, but if you want a game player you 
probably should get there earlier!  Call or e-mail Al (719-465-3747, 
alackerson@msn.com) to let him know you’ll be there! 
 
Saturday, April 22nd, 10am:  Caffeine Conundrum at Jives Coffee 
Lounge!  Start your weekend off with some great coffee, conversa-

tion, and company!  John R. is leading this event for 
our coffee lovers (or tea! Or whatever!) and we’ll 
be visiting different coffee houses around town 
once a month. We chose Caffeine Conundrum for 
the event name – at least for now! Why not join us 
with your ideas?  We’ll be meeting in April at Jives 
Coffee Lounge, 5865 N Nevada, Colorado Springs, 

right in front of Pikes Peak Harley Davidson. See you there – bright 
and early! 
 
Sunday, April 23rd, 2pm:  Scrabble®!  Meet at Sandy’s house, 6066 Del 
Rey Drive (near Flintridge and Dublin, call 528-5483 or 
email mandshalby@comcast.net for directions) for an 
afternoon of just-for-fun Scrabble®.  Sodas, wine and 
snacks provided.  Adults only, please!  Allergy alert – 
cats and dogs! 
 
Saturday, April 29th, 6pm:  Ultimate Saturday Supper!  Let's try Till 
Kitchen, 9633 Prominent Point (off Powers and Briargate Parkway). 
The last time we tried to dine there, they were overbooked with pri-
vate parties and couldn’t fit us in – so we’re giving 
them another chance in April! TK features American 
comfort food with a country twist, using 
“responsibly sourced food, freshly crafted cuisine and 
an extensive wine selection that connects you to the 
best of Colorado.”  Till Kitchen also boasts their salm-
on is wild-caught and their meats and poultry are 
pasture-raised and hormone free.  As usual contact Al (465-3747, 
alackerson@msn.com) by Thursday April 27th to reserve your place at 
the table. 
 
Advance Notice:  Wednesday, May 3rd, ExComm Meeting & Dinner.  
Let’s visit Johnny’s Navajo Hogan’s, 2817 North Nevada and enjoy this 
unique building while dining on some of the best fried chicken, burg-
ers, and pizza in town. We’ll have a short (very short) business 
meeting while we eat! Just a reminder - this event is open to all our 
Mensa members and their guests!  
 
Advance Notice: Friday, May 5th, 5pm:  Give In To Beer Pressure.  
Stay tuned for the location of May’s GITBP – selected by the high 
complex, secret algorithm developed exclusively by Sean!! 

Wednesday, April 5th, 6:30pm:  ExComm Meeting & Dinner.  Let’s 
visit Togo’s Sandwiches, 27 S. Tejon. I’m partial to their #24, the avo-
cado turkey club! It’s the best!  And as usual, there will be a very short 
business meeting and then dinner. Just a reminder - this event is open 
to all our Mensa members and their guests!  
 
Friday, April 7th, 5pm:  Give In To Beer Pressure! Red Leg Brew-
ing Company is veteran-owned, and veteran-focused. Their very name 
comes from the Civil War, where artillerymen wore a crimson stripe 

down the leg of their trousers in order to be more 
easily located on the field of battle. They have several 
fine brews that are regularly available, and they re-
lease a new specialty beer every Friday. Friday food is 
typically provided by Mira Sol food truck (New Mexi-
co deliciousness). Red Leg Brewing Company is at 

4630 Forge Road in Colorado Springs (off Garden of the Gods be-
tween I-25 and Centennial), www.redlegbrewingco.com. Remember, 
if you know of a good brew-pub or happy hour bar in the local area 
that we have missed, please let Sean know. He can be reached by 
email: sean.mccormick.us@member.mensa.org, or by cell phone: 
(719) 651-6706. 
 
Saturday, April 8th, 10am:  Mensa Admissions Testing.  If you know 
someone who would like to test for Mensa membership, this is the 
day!  Contact Sandy (mandshalby@comcast.net or 528-5483) for de-
tails.  
 
Saturday, April 8th, 6pm: RSVP for BurgerQuest!  Reply “yes” as soon 
as you can, but no later than 6pm today, April 8th, for tomorrow’s 
meeting. Call George at 719-418-6073 (and leave a message), or send 
him an e-mail at gcooper@cooperplace.net. Forgot to reply? Come 
anyway, we’ll fit you in. And plan to bring the munchkins; Burg-
erQuest is a kid-friendly event 
 
Sunday, April 9th, 1pm:  BurgerQuest 2017-04:  We’re meeting at the 

Black Bear Diner, 1340 West Garden of the Gods 
Road, Colorado Springs, just west of I-25. RSVP by 
yesterday so we can let them know how many to 
expect. Even if you don’t RSVP, come anyway, we’ll 
make room. Be sure to bring the Cookie Crumblers, 
BurgerQuest is a kid-friendly event. 

 
Wednesday, April 12th, 6:30 pm: Mini-Golf!  It’s the “Return of Mini 
Golf 2017.”  April thru September, on the second Wednesday of each 
month at 6:30 pm, we’ll meet up at Adventure Mini Golf, 6550 Corpo-
rate Drive in Colorado Springs, just off Woodman and I-25.  This is a 
family-friendly event, with a monthly trophy 
that’s even MORE glamorous than last year’s. 
Cost for 18 challenging holes is $5 for adults, $4 
for kids and seniors!  Winner will be declared 
the Plains & Peaks Mini-golf Champion … and 
will keep that title until the next time.  
 
Sunday, April 16th, 4:30pm:  Kimball’s Peak Three Movie! Join some 

of your fellow Mensans at Kimball’s, which is a down-
town (Pikes Peak and Tejon) first run movie theater 
showing “the very best of current independent and 
foreign films.” The plan is to meet at 4:30, have a 
drink in Kimball’s full service bar, select a movie to 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
      

 
1 

 

2 

 

3 

 

4 

 

5 

6:30 PM 

ExComm 

Meeting/Dinner 

@ Togo’s 

 

6 

 

7 

5:00 PM 

Give In To 

Beer Pressure @  

Red Leg 

Brewing Company 

8 

10:00 AM 

Mensa 

Admissions 

Testing 

 

RSVP For 

BurgerQuest 

9 

 

1:00 PM 

BurgerQuest 

@ 

Black Bear Diner 

10 

 

11 

 

 

12 

6:30 PM 

Mini Golf 

@ 

Adventure 

Mini Golf 

13 

 

 

14 

 

15 

 

16 

 

4:30 pm 

Kimball’s 

Peak 3 Movie 

17 

 

RSVP 

For  

Trivia Pursuits 

18 

 

6:00 PM 

Trivial Pursuits 

@ 

Buffalo Wild Wings 

19 

 

20 

 

 

21 22 

10:00 AM 

Caffeine 

Conundrum 

@ Jives 

Coffee Lounge 

 

23/30 

2:00 PM 

April 23rd 

Scrabble® 

@ Sandy’s 

 

24 25 26 27 

RSVP 

For  

Ultimate Saturday 

Supper  

28 29 

6:00 PM 

Ultimate Saturday 

Supper @  

Till Kitchen 

I am constantly striving to improve this newsletter. Thanks to 

all who contribute every month: Sandy, George, Chris, RC, and 

Greg, plus others who occasionally  submit or help by hosting 

events for our group. I merely organize the information in a 

way that should be easy to access and (optimistically) is pleas-

ant to read. 

 

Hopefully, you noticed a change in our logo at the top of the 

front page.  Any and all comments/criticisms are encouraged, 

either about the logo or any part of this newsletter. My email 

is Bogan54@aol.com. If you prefer, send your comments to 

Sandy at mandshalby@comcast.net, and she can forward them to 

me while keeping your name anonymous. 

Editor’s Note 
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED TO: 

PlainsPeaking 
AMERICAN MENSA, LTD. 

1229 CORPORATE DRIVE WEST 

ARLINGTON, TX 76006-6103 

Mensa® is an international organization made up of people who have 

scored in the top 2% on standardized IQ tests. Mensa is non-profit and 

has no political or religious affiliations. The purpose of Mensa is to serve 

as a means of communication for its members and to foster intelligence. 

PlainsPeaking is the official publication of Plains & Peaks Mensa (#808). 

Mensa itself has no opinions; any opinions expressed in PlainsPeaking, if 

not otherwise designated, are those of the individual contributor or of the 

editor. The appearance of any paid advertisement, should such an unlikely 

event occur, in PlainsPeaking does NOT imply any endorsement of prod-

ucts, services, or anything else mentioned in said ad by either Plains & 

Peaks Mensa, PlainsPeaking, American Mensa, Ltd., or Mensa International. 

Mensa® is registered at the U.S. Patent Office as the collective mark of an 

international membership organization. 

 

PlainsPeaking is published monthly by Plains and Peaks Mensa Editor, 

1061 Hummingbird Ct, Colorado Springs, CO  80921-5696. All material 

within is copyright©2017 by Plains & Peaks Mensa, except where other-

wise indicated. Masthead photo copyrighted 2009 by Betsy Ogan. Sub-

scriptions are $6.00 (11 monthly issues) for non-Mensans and for Mensans 

who are not members of the Plains&Peaks local group. Single issues are 

available on a first-come, first-served basis with a SASE. 

 

Editorial Policy: We (deliriously) welcome your letters, articles, poems, 

artwork, and puzzles. Items submitted to PlainsPeaking should be the 

ORIGINAL work of the author, and should be emailed if possible. If 

previously published, please include where and when. MS Word , RTF, 

and plain text formats are especially encouraged for articles, JPG or GIF 

for artwork. Equations should be typeset with MS Equation Editor. Type-

written work signed by the author and submitted by surface mail is also 

welcome. Handwritten items may be accepted, but we cannot guarantee 

accuracy in publication. The editor’s e-mail address is Bogan54@aol.com. 

Please check with the editor about other acceptable media and formats. 

Artwork will be reproduced as black and white or grayscale (drawings or 

photographs). The Editor reserves the right to refuse to publish submitted 

material and to edit as necessary.  

 

Note to Contributors: By contributing material to Plains and Peaks 

Mensa, you are giving permission for your material to be published in 

both the newsletter and the web-based newsletter archives. You MAY 

withhold your name, email address, or any other address; simply request 

this from the Editor. Other Mensa publications may reprint PlainsPeaking 

material if the author/artist and PlainsPeaking are credited and the material 

is not individually copyrighted. Letters and emails to the Editor will be 

considered for publication unless the author specifically requests other-

wise.  

 

Note to Reprinting Editors: a courtesy copy indicating the material 

reprinted would be greatly appreciated. To: PlainsPeaking Editor, 1061 

Hummingbird Ct, Colorado Springs, CO  80921-5696 


