
LocSec Lowdown                                                                

Volume 33, Issue 8 September 2016 

Hello, Fellow Mensans of the Pikes Peak Re-
gion!  Exciting news – take a look at your Sep-
tember Mensa Bulletin when you get it. The 
September Bulletin theme is fiction and our 
fellow Peakster Damon S. has a story in that 
issue!  Hurrah for Damon!  BTW – Damon has 
already published several books – you can 
find them on Amazon if you search Damon 
Alan. Congrats to Damon!!  Again, Hurrah!   
 
August … what a busy month we’ve had. Our 
calendar was chock-full of things to do!  We 
started off with Give in to Beer Pressure 
(which I unfortunately missed), then went 
hiking in the Blodgett Open Space one beauti-
ful Saturday morning!  Our group had a great 
turn-out at both the ExComm at Old Chicago’s 
and Games Night!  Then, there was Hang Out 
at the Lairds – which resulted in taking home 
fresh-from-the-garden cucumbers! Thanks, 
Linda & Doug!  And Mini-Golf (which I had to 
miss also – Rats)! But I did play a lot of real 
golf in August, as RC’s brother Chuck was 
visiting and we all hits the links as much as we 
could!  
 
Speaking of RC, at the end of August we had 
Mountain Munchies at RC and Connie’s house 
outside of Florissant. What views!  And great 
food!  And beautiful gardens and humming-
birds!  What a fun party! Yes, we all had a 
great time – and especially enjoyed the Trivia 
Contest RC prepared for us!  Huge thanks for 
RC and Connie for hosting this event again!  
Check out the pix of Mountain Munchies (and 
our other events) on our Facebook page!  
 
Coming up in September (besides our usual 
events), our annual Cripple Creek Mini-RG!  
Thanks, Al, for organizing this super fun 
event! We’re all looking forward to the show 

at the Butte – it’s always a blast! Plains & 
Peaks Members - be sure to RSVP to Al to get 
tickets to the show and seats at the Bronco 
Billy’s Steakhouse dinner that evening! (FYI – 
the food last year was spectacular! And, you 
do need reservations!)  Besides those two 
group events, several of us are planning on 
going on the Mount Pisgah tour (my fav) as 
well as exploring the museums around the 
town (and maybe even over in Victor!).  Why 
not take the words of that old ditty to heart – 
♫Goin' up t' Cripple Creek, goin' on the run!  
Goin' up t' Cripple Creek t' have a little fun!♫ 
 
And, for the duffers in the group – we’re plan-
ning a golf outing the day after (on the 18th of 
September) at Shining Mountain in Woodland 
Park. For you regular golfers, why not join us? 
And for you occasional golfers, why not join 
us?  And for you out-of-practice golfers, why 
not hit the driving range between now and 
then and join us?   
 
Plains & Peaks Members:  Head up! We’ve set 
the date for our annual Holiday Gala Party at 
the historic PJ’s Stagecoach Inn! Mark your 
calendars now for our biggest event of the 
year – when we renew our special Mensa 
friendships and make new friends, too, while 
we enjoy all the events of the evening!  De-
cember 17th is the date – mark that down 
right now!  Watch your future PlainsPeaking 
newsletters for all the details! 
 
Thanks to our group officers and members for 
making Plains & Peaks one of the most active 
Mensa groups in the country (for our size)!  
Other LocSecs marvel at our calendar – and 
our participation levels!  Let’s keep up the 
good  … I don’t want to call it work – ‘cause 
it’s not … Let’s keep up the good fun! 

http://www.plainsandpeaks.us.mensa.org/ 
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Well, that’s about all I can think of for now … 
so I’ll get this off to Betsy to do her magic and 
put all the bits and pieces together!   
 
Hope to see you soon at a Mensa event! 
 

 
~Sandy 

http://www.plainsandpeaks.us.mensa.org/
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What’s Up In Our Region 

 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 17TH 
 

PJ’s Stagecoach Inn, Manitou Springs 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW! 
 

We’ll be getting together on Saturday, the 17th of December, to cele-
brate the holiday season, our friendships and our unique Mensa ca-
maraderie. Our annual gala, featuring dinner, door prizes, White Ele-
phant Gift Exchange, and a generally all-around GREAT time will be at 
the historic PJ’s Stagecoach Inn in Manitou Springs. We’ll be meeting 
for cocktails (pay-as-you-go) at 5:00 pm, with dinner at 6:30 pm.  
Watch your future newsletter and e-mail for all the details! 

 

Plains & Peaks Holiday Gala 
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AUGUST MINI-GOLF!  Continuing our streak of good weather, we had 
a very pleasant evening for Plains & Peaks 
Mensa July’s Mini-Golf! Damon, Shannon, 
Doug, Linda, and Louise tried to best Mark, but 
Mark was once again victorious and our Mini-
Golf Champ! Come on out and play with us! 
 

AUGUST TRIVIAL PURSUITS!  We had 11 Trivial Pursuits players in 
August and had a great time, but were faced with some stiff competi-
tion from some unknown-to-us player, along with our usual oppo-
nent, Carlos. Mark won the Warmup and Category rounds; Al took the 
Lightening round and Jim, J and Susan tied for the Pyramid round. 
Overall, we didn’t take the top two 
spots, but Al came in Third, followed by 
Jim Damon, Sandy, and then the rest of 
the players: George, J, Mark, Shannon 
and Louise! Looking forward to Trivial Pursuits in September when we 
will surely kick some butt!  
 
HELP WANTED! Do you have a Media or Publicity background? May-
be that’s something you’d like to try? If so, consider helping Plains & 
Peaks Mensa with Admissions Testing publicity! We’re looking to in-
crease our testing numbers and really need a hand with the publicity 
– ideas, contacts, someone to take this particular bull by the horns 
and wrestle around with it! And, bonus – this would look good on 
your resume or annual job appraisal!  If you’d be interested in volun-
teering to be our Publicity person, contact Sandy at manshal-
by@comcast.net!  
 
JOIN PLAINS & PEAKS MENSA ON FACEBOOK! See photos of recent 
activities and meetings and get to know some of your fellow Mensans 
via this popular social site!  It’s a “closed” group so you have to ask to 
join.  Search FB for “Plains & Peaks Mensa.” 

 
BLOGS AND WEBSITES:  If you have a 
blog or website that you think might 

interest other Mensans, send the link to Betsy at bogan54@aol.com 
so she can put it here. 
 
E-MAIL AND ELECTRONIC NEWSLETTER: If you’re receiving this via 
“snail mail,” consider changing your preferences to electronic news-
letter and correspondence.  It’s easy!  Either go to the American Men-
sa web-site or contact American Mensa to change your preferences! 
 
GET PUBLISHED! If you’d like to contribute to the PlainsPeaking news-
letter, submit your article, poem, photo, puzzle, whatever to Betsy at 
bogan54@aol.com . 
 
If you have an announcement or news item, please forward it to 
PlainsPeaking Editor Betsy Ogan (bogan54@aol.com) for inclusion in 
PlainsPeaking!  And, don’t forget, you can advertise your business in 
PlainsPeaking. The current rates are:  business card size $6, quarter 
page $10, half page $25 and full page $50.   
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Plains & Peaks Patter 
Hello!  Sandy here, your August BurgerQuest Guest Host!  We visited 
Baba’s Burgers, a new place at 935 Manitou Avenue (Unit A). Baba’s 
should be no stranger to the burger biz, as it has branches in Missoula 
(MT), Branson (MO), and Estes Park (CO)!  Baba’s serves chuck, buffa-
lo, and elk burgers as well as gyros, hot dogs, chicken sandwiches and 
much more!  
 
For a bit of a dive on the main drag in Manitou, we scored Baba’s 
surprising well.  Only 5 of us showed up (more about that later) so the 
scores may be somewhat skewed … and here are the scores (on a 1-5 
scale):   
 
Hamburger – 4.2 
Service – 3.4 
Cleanliness – 4.2 
Accompaniments – 4 
Value – 3.2  
Atmosphere – 4.6 (This is a joke for George – it probably only rates  
                                  about a 2!) 
 
The comments submitted by those attending were: 
 
What person chose a location in Manitou Springs on a Sunday in 

summer? Parking was not available with 1.5 miles of this place. 
At least I got a good walk.  [Note from Sandy – I confess, it was I 
who suggested Baba’s Burgers. Mea culpa, mea culpa, mea max-
ima culpa.] 

Friend zucchini sticks were excellent. 
Onion rings were great! 
Meat patty was thin. I had elk – tasted like beef! 
Parking in Manitou on a sunny afternoon sucks! 

 
Then, one final comment from one of our diners – “They have valet 
parking!”  This was from the person who snagged a parking spot on 
the main drag right across the street. The rest of us had to park in 
outlying areas and hike in!! I suspect we would have had more people 
attend this BurgerQuest but they gave up after cruising around trying 
to find a parking spot.  Even the pay lots were full, full, full!!  
 
Anyway – personally, I wouldn’t make a special trip to Manitou 
Springs to eat at Baba’s Burgers – or even if I was in Manitou, I don’t 
think I would go back. Just my opinion!   

BurgerQuest 2016 

Cryptogram 

 
“NJ MWSQEWFI'M BLINDA BW  

 

MUOB IWO OZ, MNDA RWOFQL,  

 

PDF NJ ZWMMNERQ, EQBBQL.”  

 

~ MPRSPD LOMUFNQ  

mailto:bogan54@aol.com
mailto:bogan54@aol.com
mailto:bogan54@aol.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/63631361086/


Meet The Mensan 
Dr. Bill Kirkley was born and raised in Plymouth, Indiana, and moved 
to Colorado in 1984. He and Betsy have three kids - Jared, Trevor, 
Jaala, and two grandchildren, Eli and Noah.  Dr. Bill graduated from CC 
with BA in psych, UNC with MA in Agency Counseling, and Colorado 
School for Professional Psychology with doctorate in Clinical Psycholo-
gy.  He has been in private practice for about 8 years and is in the 
process of retiring. Bill likes old sci-fi/horror flics, gardening, model 

trains, and genealogy. And, he roots for 
the Cubs and Packers! 
 
Betsy was born and raised in Eau Claire, 
Wisconsin, and moved to Colorado in 
1977. She graduated from USC with 
BSW, UCCS with MBA and is now retired 
from the City of Colorado Springs. Betsy 
enjoys gardening, genealogy, and play-
ing piano.   
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Trivia 

 

1. Horus 

2. Francis Hopkinson, who is mentioned by name in journals from the 

Continental Congress. The Betsy Ross story was started by        

    her grandson, years after her death. 

3. One - Rocky Marciano 

4. A 1955 Porsche 550 Spyder 

5. A ram 

6. None; nineteen were hanged, one was pressed, and five died in 

prison. 

7. Old English coins 

8. Montague and Capulet 

9. An ejection seat for passengers 

10. Honey bees 

 
Cryptogram 
“If somebody's trying to shut you up, sing louder, and if possible, 
 better.”  
 
 ~ Salman Rushdie 

Answers to Trivia/Cryptogram 

Trivia             by RC Timm 
Potpourri 
 
1. Which ancient Egyptian deity was depicted in the form of a falcon?  

2. Who designed the Stars and Stripes flag? 

3. How many boxers had undefeated careers in the heavyweight divi-

sion? 

4. What car was James Dean driving when he died, September 30, 

1955? 

5. What was the first widely marketed Chia pet in 1982? 

6. How many witches were burned at the stake in the Salem trials? 

7. What are or were Tester, Royal, Mark and Noble? 

8. Romeo and Juliet, last names please? 

9. The inventor of the bottle cap had a patent for what train safety 

device? 

10. What are you watching if you see a round or waggle 

dance? 

WELCOME: 
Mark Cheney, who moved here from 
Maryland. Welcome! 
 
WELCOME BACK:  
Harry Brandon, who is rejoining our 
group. To all:  Hello, again! 
 
FAREWELL:  
Geoffrey Mooney, who moved to 
Indiana.  Good luck! 

 

Welcome 

& 

Farewell 

Mensa-versaries 
Steve Boynton 
Chris Cooper 
Xander Duvall 
Sarah Garth 
Norma H Hollister 

Betsy Ogan 
Timothy Parker 
John Roberts 
Theodore J Thompson 
Thomas Webber  
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George J Proeller  September 2 
Stanley Palmer  September 6 
Dawn Badolato  September 7 
Marykatherine Moran September 9 
Cheryl Ann Spencer  September 13 
Larry Lukenbill  September 14 
Esther L N Mueller  September 15 
Deborah Smith  September 16 
Sandy Lynn Halby  September 17 
Brad Laybourne  September 17 
Stephen Sicinski  September 20 
Mark Cheney  September 26  
Wesley Wilkerson  September 29 
 
NOTE:  If your birthday isn’t here, it’s probably because that infor-
mation is marked “non-releasable” on our rosters.  To check your 
personal information release status, please contact American Mensa 
(1-800-66-MENSA) or go to www.us.mensa.org and under Member 
Resources, select the PDQ section. 

Happy 100th Birthday, National Park Service! 

Glacier Bay, Alaska 

Copyright 2009 Betsy Ogan 

http://www.us.mensa.org


Corporate Drive in Colorado Springs, just off Woodman and I-25. This 
is a family event - everybody is welcome, especially the kids!  Cost for 
18 challenging holes is $5 for adults, $4 for kids and seniors!  Winner 
will be declared the Plains & Peaks Mini-golf Champion … and can 
keep that title until the next time we go mini-golfing!  
  
Saturday, September 17th, Cripple Creek Mini-RG! ♫ Goin' up t' Crip-
ple Creek, goin' on the run!  Goin' up t' Cripple Creek t' have a little 
fun!  ♫ Join us for a day-long outing to Cripple Creek (of course, you 
can stay longer if you'd like)!  Start your 
Cripple Creek adventure any time you'd 
like, but we'll get together at the Butte 
Theater at 1 pm to take in "The Foreign-
er."  In this hilarious farce, introvert Char-
lie Baker is forced by a friend to take a 
vacation in rural Georgia. To avoid having to interact with the other 
guests, Charlie adopts the persona of a foreigner who doesn't under-
stand English. But when others begin to speak freely around him, he 
not only overhears their secrets and schemes, but also discovers an 
adventurer in himself. Tickets are $18.  Let Al know how many you 
want and he'll place the order (alackerson@msn.com, 465-3747. Be 
advised, if you make reservations, you will have to pay Al for the tick-
ets, even if you cannot attend).  The usual "Make your own plans” 
events include the 2 Mile High Club’s Aspen Tours (the colors should 
be good around this time of year!), the Mt. Pisgah Speaks Cemetery 
Tour (complete with costumed speakers [my fav – Sandy]), the Cripple 
Creek and Victor Narrow Gauge Railroad, the Cripple District Museum 
(excellent small museum), the Cripple Creek Jail Museum, the Mollie 
Kathleen Gold Mine, the Old Homestead House Museum, as well as 
the Victor Lowell Museum, the Victor Gold Camp Ag and Mining Mu-
seum just a few scenic miles away in the town of Victor (which is like 
Cripple Creek used to be before the casinos!) and more!  At 6 p.m. 
we'll gather at Bronco Billy's for a dinner and to celebrate the Su-
preme Mensan of the Pikes Peak Region’s 60th birthday!  Once again, 
let Al know if you're coming! [And for the duffers in the group, we’ll 
plan on an early tee time at Shining Mountain on Sunday, the 18th!] 
 
Sunday, September 18th:  Arrive 2 – 3 pm: Hang Out with the Lairds!  
Come over around 2-3 pm, bring your beverage of choice and a snack 
to share.  Around 5 pm, we’ll fire up the grill for dogs and burgers and 
whatever, then maybe stay outside until twilight for fun around the 
fire pit on our new deck.  This is the last “Hang Out with the Lairds” 
for this year, folks!  If it rains, we can adjourn indoors for board games 
or a platter party!  RSVP to lindalaird333@comcast.net so Linda and 
Doug will know how many to expect.  Doug and Linda Laird, 2990 
Rhapsody Dr., COS 80920, near Union and Briargate Blvd. (NOT Briar-
gate Parkway), phone: 719- 928-7997. 
 
Tuesday, September 20th, 6pm: Trivial Pursuits. We’re playing Show-
down, a 6-stage trivia contest featuring a wide variety of topics, at 
Buffalo Wild Wings, 2905 Geyser Drive (at I-25 and Lake, next to Out-
back Steaks and Tinseltown) – they 
claim to have 45 players and Wi-Fi so 
everybody should be able to play!  
We’re drinking some adult beverages (if 
you want to) and noshing on wings and other Buffalo Wild Wings 
specialty foods like burgers and sandwiches! The actual game starts at 
6:30pm, but if you want a game player you probably should get there 
earlier!  Call or e-mail Al (719-465-3747, alackerson@msn.com) to let 
him know you’ll be there! 
 

Friday, September 2nd, 5pm:  Give In To Beer Pressure! Our GITBP 
proprietary and highly complex algorithm has chosen September's 

location. Let's go back to Fossil Brewing! 2845 Ore 
Mill Road, Suite 1, just off the south side of Route 24, 
between 26th and 31st. It has been almost two years 
since we visited this startup brewery. Their unique 
"Evolution Ale" must have evolved significantly in the 
meantime. If you are unfamiliar, Evolution Ale began 

with a base recipe, and counted on patron voting to add and subtract 
ingredients (up to two at a time) over the life of the beer. Every batch 
has had a mutation. By now, the Evolution Ale should be completely 
different than we initially experienced. For munchies, Johnny G's Deli-
cioso Mexican Soul Food truck is currently scheduled for Fridays. As 
always, if you have an idea or new pub for Give In To Beer Pressure, 
let Sean know! By email: sean.mccormick.us@member.mensa.org, by 
cell phone: (719) 651-6706.  

 
Saturday, September 10th, 9:30 am:  Cheyenne Mountain State Park 
Hike! In 1917, 800 acres on Cheyenne Moun-
tain was homesteaded by Bert Swisher and 
Thomas Dixon, both of whom applied for the 
homesteads that year. The actual grants for 
the property, now part of the Cheyenne State 
Park, were granted to Swisher and Dixon and 
both lived in the area; in fact, Swisher's cabin was near the present 
site of the antenna farm at the top of the mountain, which was ac-
cessed by Old Stage Road. Now Cheyenne Mountain State Park, which 
is El Paso County’s only State Park, has been open for 10 years and 
boasts 20 miles of trails, ranging from easy to moderate. Let’s do 
some exploring and visit Cheyenne Mountain State Park! Here are the 
directions:  From Colorado Springs, go south on Highway 115 (toward 
Florence); the park is on the west side of the highway, opposite Fort 
Carson’s Main Gate. NOTE: There is a Park Pass Fee of $7.00 (per car).  
We’ll meet at the parking area of the Visitors Center (the first building 
you come to) and hit the trail promptly at 9:30am, so you might want 
to arrive a few minutes early to get parked, get your hat/water/etc. 
ready and find the group! We’ll meet at Sandy’s car – a red Ford Ex-
plorer with a Mensa sticker on the back (along with other stickers!!) 
Be sure to wear your hiking shoes and bring sun block and water, too!   
 
Sunday, September 11th, 1pm: BurgerQuest 2016-09!  Watch your e-

mail and Facebook for the location of the Septem-
ber BurgerQuest!!  And remember, whenever you 
attend, be sure to bring the tykes; BurgerQuest is a 
kid-friendly event.  Forgot to RSVP? You’re wel-
come anyway.  
 

Tuesday, September 13th, 6:30pm:  ExComm Meeting and Dinner.  
We’re meeting up at Fratelli Ristorante Italiano, 124 North Nevada, 
for a quick ExComm Meeting and then dinner!  Fratelli’s offers a 
“pleasing medley” of both Northern and Southern Italian dishes pre-
pared in the traditional manner with both domestic and imported 
ingredients! Buon appetito!  If you can join us, please RSVP by Sep-
tember 11th to Sandy at 719-528-5483 or e-mail: mandshal-
by@comcast.net.  
 
Wednesday, September 14th, 6:30 pm: Mini-
Golf!  We’re going golfing!  Mini-Golfing that is!  
Meet up at the Adventure Miniature Golf, 6550 

PlainsPeaking 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
    1 

 

2 

5:00 PM 

Give In To 

Beer Pressure @  

Fossil Brewing 

3 
 

4 

 

5 

 

6 

 

 

 

7 

 

 

8 

 

 

9 

 

10 

9:30 AM 

Cheyenne 

Mountain 

State Park Hike 

 

11 

 

1:00 PM 

BurgerQuest 

@ 

????? 

 

12 

 

13 

6:00 PM 

ExComm 

Meeting/Dinner 

@ Fratelli 

Ristorante Italiano  
 

14 

 

6:30 PM 

Mini-Golf @ 

Adventure 

Miniature Golf 

15 

 

16 

 

17 

 

Cripple Creek 

Mini RG 

18 

 

2ish PM 

Hang out with 

The Lairds 

19 

 

20 

 

6:00 PM 

Trivial Pursuits 

@ 

Buffalo Wild Wings 

21 

 

22 

 

 

23 24 

2:00 PM 

Ultimate Saturday 

Lunch @  

Mountain Shadows 

Restaurant 

25 

5:00 PM 

Mensa 

Mix & Mingle 

@ Stratton Bar 

26 27 28 29 

 

30 

 

 

 

September Events, continued 
Saturday, September 24th, 2pm:  Ultimate Saturday Lunch. We’ve 
postponed this event twice now, but we’re going to get there this 
month!!  Little change-up here but the reward for diversifying might 
be amazing. This month we're going to Mountain Shadows Restau-
rant, 2223 W Colorado Ave.  Mountain Shadows has been featured 
(very favorably) on the Food Channel's Diners, Drive-ins, and Dives 
show.  It offers basic fare exceptionally done and is a popular spot to 
chow down in the Springs.  The food comes in heaping helpings at 
great prices.  Don't forget to try the giant cinnamon roll!  Mountain 
Shadows does not take reservations so don't call Al this time.  Just 
show up!  There might be a wait for seating but it should be worth it!   
 
Sunday, September 25th, 5pm:  Mensa Mix & Mingle! Or is it Mensa 
Mingle & Mix? Whatever!! Married, single, Gen-X, new member, long 
time member, Hell’s M, shy, outgoing, whatever – you’re all invited to 
no-host cocktails and drinks at the Stratton Bar, located in the lobby 
of the Mining Exchange Hotel (8 South Nevada). Good conversation, 
excellent company, a drink or two – relax and get to know some of 
your fellow Mensans! If you’ve not been to a Mensa event, this is one 
you should attend to break the ice! See you there! 

Advance Notice: Wednesday, October 5th, 6:30pm:  ExComm 
Meeting and Dinner.  We’re meeting up at the Patty Jewett Grill, 900 
E. Espanola St, located right on Patty Jewett Golf Course. The historic 
clubhouse has been around since 1910 and is a very unique and 
charming building (not to mention killer views of Pikes Peak). The Grill 
has been named one of the 50 Best 19th Holes in the country by Golf 
Digest Magazine, a real honor! And, you don’t have to be a golfer to 
enjoy the Grill – all are welcome! If you can join us, please RSVP to 
Sandy by October 3rd at 719-528-5483 or e-mail: mandshal-

by@comcast.net.  
 
Advance Notice:  Saturday, December 17th, 5pm:  Holiday Gala!  
We’ll be getting together on Saturday, the 17th of December, to cele-

brate the holiday season, our friendships and 
our unique Mensa camaraderie. Our annual 
gala, featuring dinner, door prizes, White Ele-
phant Gift Exchange, and a generally all-around 
GREAT time will be at the historic PJ’s Stage-
coach Inn in Manitou Springs. We’ll be meeting 
for cocktails (pay-as-you-go) at 5:00 pm, with 
dinner at 6:30 pm.  Watch your future news-

letter and e-mail for all the details! 

mailto:mandshalby@comcast.net
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