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Hello, fellow Peaksters!  September was extraor-
dinarily busy – besides all the Mensa events, 
Rent-A-Mike and I were fitting in as much golf as 
possible before winter hits (‘cause that’s not far 
down the road)! There’s been snow on “The 
Peak” since August, mostly visible from Wood-
land Park, and I think the Farmer’s Almanac 
predicts snow in mid-October (I could be wrong 
about that, but then again, so could they!!). I 
also did some  fun things on my own – like going 
to a Theaterworks play (which I thoroughly en-
joyed) and taking Pillar classes as well as volun-
teering in the Pillar office, and giving a couple of 
beekeeping classes. I even managed to squeeze 
an aphaeresis session in there!  
 
In September, we held our annual Cripple Creek 
Mini-RG – we were a week early for the aspen 
colors, but no matter – there was still plenty to 
do and see! Several of us took the Mt. Pisgah 
Speaks cemetery tour offered annually by the 
Cripple Creek Historical Society. Once again, they 
outdid themselves – the actors were wonderful 
and told such wonderful stories of their lives. 
CCHS introduced a couple of new characters this 
year, but still had Doc Susie and Pearl, as well as 
an unknown from the Potter’s Field.  
 
We also took in the play at the Butte – The For-
eigner - it was fun, funny and very well done. 
Kudos to our own fellow Mensan and Thin Air 
Theatre Company member Mickey B, who pro-
duced the play! Well done, Mickey!  And, finish-
ing up the Mini-RG was a cozy dinner at Win-
field’s – celebrating my 60th birthday! We had 
such a fun time – we’re already looking forward 
to next year’s Mini-RG!  
 
Hang Out with the Lairds was especially fun in 
September as Linda allowed me to “graze” in her 
pea patch for 7 minutes – I could eat as many 
peas off the vine as I wanted in the time allotted!  
And, Doug cooked up burgers and dogs – excel-

lent picnic fare – accompanied by fresh toma-
toes, corn-on-the-cob and homemade pickles. 
We’ll be looking forward to spring when we pick 
this activity back up again! Thanks, Linda and 
Doug, for hosting this great event all summer! 
 
We had good turnouts for Trivial Pursuits, Ulti-
mate Saturday Lunch and Mix & Mingle! Thanks 
to all our members who participated in these 
events! You can check out the Trivial Pursuits 
results (as well as the Mini-Golf results) in the 
Patter column in this newsletter.  
 
Coming up in October: ExComm Meeting and 
Dinner at Patty Jewett (can’t get away from the 
golf!), GITBP, BurgerQuest, Mini-Golf, Trivial 
Pursuits, Movie Night and Ultimate Saturday 
Supper! And … our October hike will be in the 
Garden of the Gods! Hopefully the snow will stay 
away until we’re done hiking!  
 
Anyway, in looking into the Garden of the Gods, I 
found the following bit of history:  Garden of the 
Gods was privately owned until 1909, when it 
was donated to the City of Colorado Springs with 
the stipulations that “it shall remain free to the 
public, where no intoxicating liquors shall be 
manufactured, sold, or dispensed, where no 
building or structure shall be erected except 
those necessary to properly care for, protect, 
and maintain the area as a public park."  I found 
the reference to “intoxicating liquors” ironic 
since it was once suggested that the Garden 
would be a “capital place for a beer garden.”  
Supposedly, a young man who was privy to the 
suggestion exclaimed "Beer Garden! Why it is a 
fit place for the Gods to assemble. We will call it 
the Garden of the Gods." And, the name stuck! 
 
Mark your calendars now for our annual Holiday 
Gala! We’ve reserved the historic PJ’s Stage-
coach Inn in Manitou Springs for the 17th of De-
cember to hold our seasonal celebration – and 
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reconnect with our Mensa friends! This event is 
our biggest of the year – please make plans to 
attend – and watch your November newsletter 
for all the details (menu, etc.)!    
 
For those of you on Facebook, do join the Plains 
& Peaks Mensa group there. It is a closed group 
so you have to ask to join. If you can’t find it, e-
mail me and I’ll send you a direct link! 
 
Hope to see you soon at a Mensa event! 

 

~Sandy 

http://www.plainsandpeaks.us.mensa.org/


Page 2 PlainsPeaking 
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Greg Kontz 
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Heartland Region 7  
RVC7 – LocSec 07/585  

North Dakota 

grjk@fisherind.com 

701-290-0743 

What’s Up In Our Region Cryptogram 

 
 

"DUERTRXZ PAZ JGXUKG ZU GNDGLZRHG  

 

TPAT RT TASGZ A EUT UW KULGV GHGL  

 

TU JG MGWGATGM."  

 

BREE CUYGCZ  

Hi guys –  
 

The Fall AMC meeting held 09/15 – 09/16 in Arlington, TX was busy: 

 The HiQORA contest was a good promotion of Mensa – but cost-
ly.  We are going to explore a licensing deal with PSCL, rather 
than the sponsorship we did this time. 

 Motions dealing with Local Group Web Sites were tabled - we 
will wait until the new software system was farther down the 
road.  

 A motion was passed to establish a Hearings and Dispute Resolu-
tion Process Review ad hoc Committee.  The purpose is to review 
the disciplinary/hearings/dispute resolution processes in place 
that have evolved over the decades, and make recommenda-
tions regarding same. The aim would be to simplify, clarify, and 
make things more consistent. I imagine this will be a fairly long 
term process.  I also think it’s time to begin the conversation 
regarding all of it. This is not about any one area or any one sub-
ject – it’s a general review. 

 The selection of the sites for Mind Games was placed under the 
Site Selection Committee. 

 Passed a motion creating a National Awards Review Task Force 
to review the National Awards and recommend changes to make 
them more consistent in procedure, clarify their intent, eliminate 
overlaps, etc.  This is for national awards only – not local or re-
gional ones. 

 A motion to amend ASIE Appendix 4 regarding the Acknowledge-
ment of Responsibilities failed. 

 A motion to amend the Minimum Standard Bylaws regarding 
electronic communication by Local Group ExComms was referred 
to the Minimum Standard Bylaw Committee. 

 
In other news: 

 We have a new Regional Scholarship Chair – Chris Breville (Group 
800 – Denver), who is replacing Jennifer Soderlund (Group 500 – 
Iowa).  Thanks to both of you for service rendered and for ac-
cepting a new responsibility.  Region 7 – the place where we 
“walk the walk” – not just “talk the talk”.   

 Congrats to Group 800 Denver for hosting an LDW (Leadership 
Development Workshop) July 30th – I’ve heard some real positive 
comments regarding it – well done, guys. 

 Our Regional Ombudsman, Darwin C Niekerk, has resigned from 
his positon.  Thank you very much for accepting a difficult task, 
Darwin – you made things better – that’s as good as anybody 
does.  Much appreciated.   
 

 Later,  

 

 Greg  
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If you have an announcement or news item, please forward it to 
PlainsPeaking Editor Betsy Ogan (bogan54@aol.com) for inclusion in 
PlainsPeaking!  And, don’t forget, you can advertise your business in 
PlainsPeaking. The current rates are:  business card size $6, quarter 
page $10, half page $25 and full page $50.   
 
SEPTEMBER MINI-GOLF!  Continuing our streak of good weather, we 
had a very nice (albeit pleasantly cool) evening for Plains & Peaks 

Mensa September’s Mini-Golf!  Eight Mensans 
showed up – Mark, Jim and Louise, Doug and 
Linda, J and Susan and Sandy. We did, howev-
er, break Mark’s winning streak as Sandy took 
home the trophy this month! Come on out and 
play with us in October! 

 
SEPTEMBER TRIVIAL PURSUITS!  We had 12 Trivial Pursuits players in 
September: Al, Mike & Sandy, Jim & Louise, Mark, Damon & Victoria, 
Loren and Regan, J & Susan. Unfortu-
nately, Valtin and Carlos were there, 
too, and smacked us down a bit!  We 
did do really good in the Warm-up 
Round (Damon, J and Susan tied with Valtin, Carlos and Ace) and 
again in the Countdown Round (Jim took first there). Mark topped all 
of us in the Pyramid Round … but Valtin took the Final Round as well 
as the Total Winner. Damn that Valtin!  We’ve got to figure out who 
he is!  Here’s how we all finished (in order): Valtin, Carlos, Ace 
(another interloper), Jim, Sandy, Mark, Damon, Louise, J, Al, Victoria, 
Susan, Loren, Mike and Regan. We’ll meet again in October and 
attempt to smack Valtin, Carlos and Ace down then!  
 
 HELP WANTED! Do you have a Media or Publicity background? May-
be that’s something you’d like to try? If so, consider helping Plains & 
Peaks Mensa with Admissions Testing publicity! We’re looking to in-
crease our testing numbers and really need a hand with the publicity 
– ideas, contacts, someone to take this particular bull by the horns 
and wrestle around with it! And, bonus – this would look good on 
your resume or annual job appraisal!  If you’d be interested in volun-
teering to be our Publicity person, contact Sandy at manshal-
by@comcast.net!  
 
JOIN PLAINS & PEAKS MENSA ON FACEBOOK! See photos of recent 
activities and meetings and get to know some of your fellow Mensans 
via this popular social site!  It’s a “closed” group so you have to ask to 

join.  Search FB for “Plains & Peaks 
Mensa.” 
 

BLOGS AND WEBSITES:  If you have a blog or website that you think 
might interest other Mensans, send the link to Betsy at bo-
gan54@aol.com so she can put it here. 
 
E-MAIL AND ELECTRONIC NEWSLETTER: If you’re receiving this via 
“snail mail,” consider changing your preferences to electronic news-
letter and correspondence.  It’s easy!  Either go to the American Men-
sa web-site or contact American Mensa to change your preferences! 
 
GET PUBLISHED! If you’d like to contribute to the PlainsPeaking news-
letter, submit your article, poem, photo, puzzle, whatever to Betsy at 
bogan54@aol.com . 
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Plains & Peaks Patter 
Nine of us (Sandy, Mike, Scott, Al, Damon, Loren, Victoria and  
VeraLouise and John, who came down from outside of Denver) invad-
ed the patio at Ted’s Montana Grill in the Shops at Briargate – on a 
breezy but pleasant Sunday afternoon!  Conversation was lively as we 
speculated whether we’d see Jane Fonda at the restaurant while she’s 
in town filming …Probably not!  While we gathered and decided on 
our orders, some of us (especially VeraLouise!) munched on fried 
pickles.  [Not my thing – Sandy] 
 
Anyway – here’s some info about Ted Turner Ranches: “With approxi-
mately two million acres [two million! Yikes!!] of personal and ranch 
land, Ted Turner is the second largest individual landholder in North 
America. Turner lands are innovatively managed to unite economic 
viability with ecological sustainability. Turner ranches operate as 
working businesses, relying on bison and hunting/fishing/nature tour-
ism as principal enterprises. In addition, Turner ranches support many 
progressive environmental projects including water resource and 
timber management, and the reintroduction of native species to the 
land.”  Turner ranches have over 51,000 bison managed across 15 US 
ranches and 3 in South American. 
 
Scores and comments were: 
 
Hamburger: 4.2 
Service:  4.3 
Cleanliness:  4.0  
Accompaniments: 3.7  
Value:  3.3  
Atmosphere: 4.1  
 
“A bit pricey, but very good; fries were nothing special. Bison burger 
actually tasted like bison!” 
“Service was slow but good; excellent burger but most expensive in 
my BurgerQuest experience. Fries were good.” 
“Excellent burger, cooked perfectly.” 
“Dessert was very good and it was priced well.” 
 
We all agreed that even though Ted’s was comparatively expensive, 
the food was good and it was nice that you had the option of ordering 
your burger as a “regular” ground Angus beef, bison burger or grilled 
chicken breast!  Surprisingly, while we all thought the fries were good, 
they were ordinary, which didn’t complement the excellent burgers. 
All in all, Ted’s was good, but we felt there were other places we’d get 
better value for the bucks! 
 
In October – the Wines of Colorado in Cascade! They serve excellent 
(so we’re told!) burgers – let’s go see for ourselves! 

BurgerQuest 2016 

Mensa-versaries 
Dawn Badolato 
David Barnett 
Mickey Burdick 
George Cooper 
Scott Darling 
Brad Laybourne 

Susan Pelto 
George J Proeller 
Judy Sikes 
Philip Stahl 
Keith Wear 
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Plains & Peaks Statistics 
Sandy here – every now and then, I get asked about some of our 
“numbers” – so here’s breakdown of Plains & Peaks Mensa mem-
bership! 
 
As of 13 September 2016: 
 
189 members (124 male and 65 female) 
Oldest member born in 1922; youngest member born in 1993 
25 Life members (13.2 percent) 
7 members listed as “secondary family member” meaning shared 
address with another Mensan 
Longest membership – June 1974; shortest – August 2016 
150 members list e-mails; 39 have e-mails withheld or not listed 
 
115 of our members allow electronic communications;  28 allow 
“Print only”; 10 receive Print, due to electronic selected but no valid e
-mail (or e-mail withheld); 17 have no selection but there is e-mail on 
file (defaults to electronic communications);  and 19 have no selection 
but there is no e-mail on file (defaults to print).   Summary:  we have 
to send out 57 newsletters each month!  Please, if you can, switch 
over to electronic communications!  Get your newsletter via e-mail, as 
well as receive reminders and special event announcements!  
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Trivia             by RC Timm 
Potpourri 
1. Rosh Hashanah (Jewish New Year) occurs on  

        October 2nd, what year will it be in the Hebrew Calendar? 

2. What is the name of the British political regime (1649-60)  

         established by Oliver Cromwell? 

3.     What are the names of the Pac-Man ghosts? 

4. Arnold Schwarzenegger, Sally Field & Farrah Fawcett appeared  

         on what TV show? 

5.     Which planets have the shortest and longest days? 

6.     What are the names of Snoopy's parents, sisters and brothers? 

7.     Who broke Lou Gehrig's 2,130 consecutive game record? 

8.     Which was finished first; Hoover Dam or Golden Gate Bridge? 

9.     Which bad habit does an onychophagist have?  

10.  When was the first automobile race in America? 

Fun Fact:  
The tooth is the only part of the body that does not heal itself. 

WELCOME: 
Henry Graham, who moved here 

from Texas! Welcome to Colorado! 

Jennifer Westfall, a new Mensan. 

Welcome to Mensa and Plains & 

Peaks in particular! 

 

FAREWELL: 

Once again, we bid Robin Doran fare-

well. Robin – the best of luck to you 

and we’re looking forward to your return sometime down the road!  

Hugs to you! 

 

Welcome 

& 

Farewell 

 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 17TH 
 

PJ’s Stagecoach Inn, Manitou Springs 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW! 
 

We’ll be getting together on Saturday, the 17th of December, to cele-
brate the holiday season, our friendships and our unique Mensa ca-
maraderie. Our annual gala, featuring dinner, door prizes, White Ele-
phant Gift Exchange, and a generally all-around GREAT time will be at 
the historic PJ’s Stagecoach Inn in Manitou Springs. We’ll be meeting 
for cocktails (pay-as-you-go) at 5:00 pm, with dinner at 6:30 pm.  
Watch your future newsletter and e-mail for all the details! 

 

Plains & Peaks Holiday Gala 
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Trivia 
1. 5777 

2. The Commonwealth 

3. Blinky, Pinky, Inky & Clyde 

4. The Dating Game 

5. Jupiter, just under 10 Earth hours; Venus, 243 Earth days. 

6. Baxter & Missy; Belle & Molly; Spike (most appearances) Olaf, 

Andy, Rover & Marbles (rare appearances) 

7. Cal Ripken Jr., in 1995, the new record is 2,632 

8. Dam, 1936; Bridge 1937 

9. Nail biting. 

10. November 28, 1895, Chicago; 54 miles in seven hours and fifty-

three minutes, an average of 7 mph. 

 
Cryptogram 
“Politics has become so expensive that it takes a lot of money 
even to be defeated.” 
 Will Rogers  

Answers to Trivia/Cryptogram 

Larry Lewis    October 3 
Scott Darling  October 5 
Lee Van Arsdale    October 6 
Kari Minton Wass    October 7 
Susan Pelto   October 8 
Betsy A Ogan   October 13 
Daniel Tapio    October 14 
James Kwiecien    October 15 
Kenneth Connolley   October 17 
Steven L Neidens  October 23 
Marietta Denniston   October 25 
Nancy Lukenbill  October 25 
Chris Cooper   October 28 
 
NOTE:  If your birthday isn’t here, it’s probably because that infor-
mation is marked “non-releasable” on our rosters.  To check your 
personal information release status, please contact American Mensa 
(1-800-66-MENSA) or go to www.us.mensa.org and under Member 
Resources, select the PDQ section. 

Happy 100th Birthday, National Park Service! 

Great Sand Dunes National Park, Colorado 

Copyright 2015 Betsy Ogan 

http://www.us.mensa.org


Saturday, October 15th, 9:15 am: Garden of the Gods Hike! We’ve all 
driven through the Garden of the Gods (or by it), but have you actual-
ly stopped and hiked around for a bit? No? Well, here’s an opportuni-
ty to take an easy hike with your Mensa 
friends though part of the Garden of the Gods. 
BTW – did you know that it was once suggest-
ed that the Garden of the Gods be a beer gar-
den? Anyway, let’s meet at the Visitor & Na-
ture Center (at 1805 N. 30th St) at 9:15 am to 
get maps and plan our routes so we can hit 
the trail promptly at 9:30. Be sure to wear your hiking shoes and bring 
sun block and water, too!   
 
Tuesday, October 18th, 6pm: Trivial Pursuits. We’re playing Show-
down, a 6-stage trivia contest featuring a wide variety of topics, at 

Buffalo Wild Wings, 2905 Geyser Drive 
(at I-25 and Lake, next to Outback 
Steaks and Tinseltown) – they claim to 
have 45 players and Wi-Fi so everybody 

should be able to play!  We’re drinking some adult beverages (if you 
want to) and noshing on wings and other Buffalo Wild Wings specialty 
foods like burgers and sandwiches! The actual game starts at 6:30pm, 
but if you want a game player you probably should get there earlier!  
Call or e-mail Al (719-465-3747, alackerson@msn.com) to let him 
know you’ll be there! 
   
Thursday, October 20th, 8pm: RSVP for Movie Night! If you’ll be join-
ing us at Movie Night, please RSVP to Sandy at 719-528-5483 or e-
mail mandshalby@comcast.net. Sandy lives at 6066 Del Rey Drive 
(near Flintridge and Academy or Dublin and Union). Allergy Alert – 
dogs and a cat! 
 
Saturday, October 22nd, 6pm: Movie Night!  We are having so much 
fun with our Movie Nights – we’re doin’ it again!  In October, we’ll be 
featuring the 1953 version of “Titanic” – starring Barbara Stanwick 
and Clifton Webb. Here’s what Al’s synopsis says about this movie:  
“At heart it is a terrific retelling of the Titanic disaster, but the under-
story is equally compelling. Julia Sturges is leaving her husband, Rich-
ard Ward Sturges, and taking their two children with her.  She is wea-
ry of being a rootless socialite and wants a normal American upbring-
ing for her children. Richard finds out and inveigles his way onto the 
doomed ship to confront Julia and reclaim his children.  When Julia 
tells Richard that their son is not his child, he turns coldly away from 
the boy. When the Titanic hits the iceberg, Richard ensures that his 
family has a place in the lifeboats and reconciles with Julia in their last 
minutes together.  Unknown to them both, the boy slips out of the 
lifeboat and goes looking for his father.”  This version of “Titanic” won 
the Oscar for best original screenplay and rates 7.3 on IMDB (a really 
good score!)  And, just as some of us might re-
member from days past, we’ll have a short fea-
ture before the film (probably a cartoon!) along 
with movie food (popcorn, hot dogs, and candy). 
Sandy Halby is hosting in October and supplying 
the movie snacks, but you’ll need to bring what 
you want to drink!  Please RSVP by Thursday, 
October 20th, to Sandy: 719-528-5483 or mandshalby@comcast.net.  
Sandy lives at 6066 Del Rey Drive (near Flintridge and Academy or 
Dublin and Union). Allergy Alert – dogs and a cat! 

Monday, October 3rd, 8pm:  RSVP for ExComm Meeting and Dinner.  
If you’ll be joining us at the October ExComm Meeting (which is a 
very, very short business meeting) and then dinner at the Patty Jewett 
Grill, give Sandy a call at 719-528-5483 or e-mail: mandshal-
by@comcast.net.  
 
Wednesday, October 5th, 6:30pm:  ExComm Meeting and Dinner.  
We’re meeting up at the Patty Jewett Grill, 900 E. Espanola St, located 
right on Patty Jewett Golf Course. The historic clubhouse has been 
around since 1910 and is a very unique and charming building (not to 
mention killer views of Pikes Peak). The Grill has been named one of 
the 50 Best 19th Holes in the country by Golf Digest Magazine, a real 
honor! And, you don’t have to be a golfer to enjoy the Grill – all are 
welcome! If you can join us, please RSVP to Sandy at 719-528-5483 or 
e-mail: mandshalby@comcast.net 

 
Friday, October 7th, 5pm:  Give In To Beer Pressure! The GITBP high-
ly complex and proprietary algorithm has interfaced with a wayback 

machine! We have not been to Trinity Brewing since 
the summer of 2013! The food and beer at Trinity is 
far from run-of-the-mill, so if you are feeling adven-
turous, join us. Trinity Brewing is located at 1466 
Garden of the Gods Road, just west of Centennial 
Blvd.  As always, if you have an idea or new pub for 
Give In To Beer Pressure, let Sean know! By email: 

sean.mccormick.us@member.mensa.org, by cell phone: (719) 651-
6706.  
 
Saturday, October 8th, 8pm:  RSVP for BurgerQuest 2016-10 at Wines 
of Colorado!  Reply “yes” to BurgerQuest Guest Host Sandy as soon as 
you can, but no later than 8pm today, October 8th, for tomorrow’s 
BurgerQuest. If we expect a big crowd, we need to let them know. 
Forgot to reply? Show up anyway. Reach Sandy at 719-528-5483 (be 
sure to leave a message) or by e-mail at mandshalby@comcast.net.  
 
Sunday, October 9th, 1pm: BurgerQuest 2016-10!  We’re headed up 
“The Pass” toward Woodland Park (but not that far) to the Wines of 
Colorado – a local fav for not just wine, but the 
food!  At the very foot of Pikes Peak, in the small 
village of Cascade, The Wines of Colorado is known 
for its food – including the ever popular buffalo 
wine burger (hand-formed patty with grilled on-
ions, sautéed mushroom and green chilies). If the 
weather is nice, we’ll dine al fresco – creekside!  And remember, 
whenever you attend, be sure to bring the tykes; BurgerQuest is a kid-
friendly event.  Forgot to RSVP? You’re welcome anyway.   
 
Wednesday, October 12th, 5:30 pm: Mini-Golf!  We’re going golfing!  
Mini-Golfing that is!  Meet up at the Adventure Miniature Golf, 6550 

Corporate Drive in Colorado Springs, just off 
Woodman and I-25. This is a family event - 
everybody is welcome, especially the kids!  Cost 
for 18 challenging holes is $5 for adults, $4 for 
kids and seniors!  Winner will be declared the 
Plains & Peaks Mini-golf Champion … and can 

keep that title until the next time we go mini-golfing!  Please note the 
earlier start time in October! 
  

PlainsPeaking 

October Events 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
     

 

 

 

1 

2 

 

3 

 

4 

 

5 

6:30 PM 

ExComm 

Meeting/Dinner @ 

Patty Jewitt Grill 

6 

 

7 

5:00 PM 

Give In To 

Beer Pressure @  

Trinity Brewing 

8 

 

9 

 

1:00 PM 

BurgerQuest 

@ 

Wines of Colorado 

 

10 

 

11 

 

12 

 

5:30 PM 

Mini-Golf @ 

Adventure 

Miniature Golf 

13 

 

14 

 

15 

 

9:15 AM 

Garden 

Of the Gods 

Hike 

16 

 

 

17 

 

18 

 

6:00 PM 

Trivial Pursuits 

@ 

Buffalo Wild Wings 

19 

 

20 

 

21 22 

 

6:00 PM 

Movie Night  

@  

Sandy’s 

23/30 

 

24/31 25 26 27 

 

28 

 

29 

6:00 PM 

Ultimate 

Saturday Supper 

@ Cowboy Star 

Butcher Shop/

Restaurant 

October/November Events 
Tuesday, October 25th, 8pm: RSVP for Ultimate Saturday Supper.  
Give Al a call or send him an e-mail to let him know to save you a 
space at the table on Saturday at the Cowboy Star! Al can be reached 
at 719-465-3747 or alackerson@msn.com.  
 
Saturday, October 29th, 6pm: Ultimate Saturday Supper!  Yippee ki-
yay, pardner!  Let's hit the trail for the Cowboy Star Butcher Shop and 
Restaurant, 5198 N. Nevada, St. 150!  The Cowboy Star features high-
end cuisine.  Start with the raw oysters (Sandy) or the steak tartare, 
then move on to the roasted baby beets or cantaloupe salad!  Wrap it 
all up with lamb, salmon, chicken, scallops, pork chop, or one of their 
signature steaks, a 40-ounce porterhouse for two, an 18-ounce ri-
beye, 8-ounce filet mignon, or 6-ounce waygu New York strip, among 
others.  Prices for their entrees start at $28 and go up to $90 so bring 
your wallet and definitely make reservations for this one by calling or 
e-mailing Al (465-3747, alackerson@msn.com) by October 25th.   
 
Advance Notice:  Friday, November 4th, 5pm:  Give In To Beer Pres-
sure! This month, GITBP marks six continuous years of monthly imbib-
ing. To celebrate, let's go back to where we started. Our first GITBP 
was at Bristol Brewing Company. At the time, they were already one 

of Colorado Springs' most successful and well-known breweries. They 
still are! Bristol Brewing is located in the Ivywild School building at 
1604 S Cascade Ave. As always, if you have an idea or new pub for 
Give In To Beer Pressure, let Sean know! By email: 
sean.mccormick.us@member.mensa.org, by cell phone: (719) 651-
6706. 
 
Advance Notice:  Tuesday, November 8th, 6pm: ExComm Meeting & 
Dinner. We’re holding the November ExComm Meeting & Dinner at 
Firehouse Subs, 7543 N. Academy Blvd.   
 
Advance Notice:  Saturday, December 17th, 5pm:  Holiday Gala Par-
ty!  We’ll be getting together on Saturday, the 17th of December, to 
celebrate the holiday season, our friendships and our unique Mensa 

camaraderie. Our annual gala, featuring dinner, 
door prizes, White Elephant Gift Exchange, and 
a generally all-around GREAT time will be at the 
historic PJ’s Stagecoach Inn in Manitou Springs. 
We’ll be meeting for cocktails (pay-as-you-go) 
at 5:00 pm, with dinner at 6:30 pm.  Watch your 
future newsletter and e-mail for all the details! 
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Mensa® is an international organization made up of people who have 

scored in the top 2% on standardized IQ tests. Mensa is non-profit and 

has no political or religious affiliations. The purpose of Mensa is to serve 

as a means of communication for its members and to foster intelligence. 

PlainsPeaking is the official publication of Plains & Peaks Mensa (#808). 

Mensa itself has no opinions; any opinions expressed in PlainsPeaking, if 

not otherwise designated, are those of the individual contributor or of the 

editor. The appearance of any paid advertisement, should such an unlikely 

event occur, in PlainsPeaking does NOT imply any endorsement of prod-

ucts, services, or anything else mentioned in said ad by either Plains & 

Peaks Mensa, PlainsPeaking, American Mensa, Ltd., or Mensa International. 

Mensa® is registered at the U.S. Patent Office as the collective mark of an 

international membership organization. 

 

PlainsPeaking is published monthly by Plains and Peaks Mensa Editor, 

1061 Hummingbird Ct, Colorado Springs, CO  80921-5696. All material 

within is copyright©2013 by Plains & Peaks Mensa, except where other-

wise indicated. Masthead photo copyrighted 2009 by Betsy Ogan. Sub-

scriptions are $6.00 (12 monthly issues) for non-Mensans and for Mensans 

who are not members of the Plains&Peaks local group. Single issues are 

available on a first-come, first-served basis at no charge (but please include 

SASE). 

 

Editorial Policy: We (deliriously) welcome your letters, articles, poems, 

artwork, and puzzles. Items submitted to PlainsPeaking should be the 

ORIGINAL work of the author, and should be emailed if possible. If 

previously published, please include where and when. MS Word , RTF, 

and plain text formats are especially encouraged for articles, JPG or GIF 

for artwork. Equations should be typeset with MS Equation Editor. Type-

written work signed by the author and submitted by surface mail is also 

welcome. Handwritten items may be accepted, but we cannot guarantee 

accuracy in publication. The editor’s e-mail address is Bogan54@aol.com. 

Please check with the editor about other acceptable media and formats. 

Artwork will be reproduced as black and white or grayscale (drawings or 

photographs). The Editor reserves the right to refuse to publish submitted 

material and to edit as necessary.  

 

Note to Contributors: By contributing material to Plains and Peaks 

Mensa, you are giving permission for your material to be published in 

both the newsletter and the web-based newsletter archives. You MAY 

withhold your name, email address, or any other address from the web-

based version; simply request this from the Editor. Other Mensa publica-

tions may reprint PlainsPeaking material if the author/artist and PlainsPeak-

ing are credited and the material is not individually copyrighted. Letters 

(and letter-like emails)  to the Editor will be considered for publication 

unless the author specifically requests otherwise.  

 

Note to Reprinting Editors: A courtesy copy indicating the material 

reprinted would be greatly appreciated. To: PlainsPeaking Editor, 1061 

Hummingbird Ct, Colorado Springs, CO  80921-5696 


