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Hello, fellow Mensans! I hope you are 
enjoying this beautiful spring weather 
we’ve been having lately! Rent-A-Mike 
and I have been tackling some garden 
jobs that we’ve let get out of hand – like 
removing the many baby aspen trees that 
invaded my rose garden. Mike’s also 
been busy beekeeping. This cooler, wet 
spring has set the bees back a couple of 
weeks, so he’s having to feed some new 
hives until they can fend for themselves. 
There’s always something going on, isn’t 
there?  
 

Our Mensa group had a very active May – 
between the normal monthly events, we 
added a hike in the Red Rock Canyon 
Open Space.  Four of us met up and did a 
2.85 mile hike that took us to the south 
edge of the open space and then back 
around near the old quarry that’s tucked 
back up there. While it was cloudy and 
cool, we avoided the rain and had a really 
wonderful time. The views from that park 
are spectacular and I posted a bunch of 
photos on our Facebook page!  In June, 
we’ll be exploring Ute Park, which is on 
the northwest side of Colorado Springs. 
Please see our calendar for details! 
 

Also coming up in June – a special Movie 
Night at the Coopers. We’ll be showing a 
short film (probably a cartoon or comedy 
show) before our feature that night – 
which will be The Gods Must Be Crazy. 
This movie did fairly well overseas but 
didn’t hit the American markets as much. 
It’s a fun, funny, and funniest movie – 

and if you have never seen it (or it’s been 
a long time since you have seen it) – you 
really need to invest the time to join us. I 
promise you The Gods Must Be Crazy 
won’t disappoint!  Chris and George will 
be supplying movie-style snacks (but if 
you have a fav, like I do, bring it along) – 
and you bring something to drink!  Again 
– check the calendar for details! 
 

Also in June – our usual events, including 
the ever-popular Give In To Beer Pres-
sure and Trivial Pursuits.  We’ll also have 
a couple of dinners (ExComm and Ulti-
mate Saturday Supper) along with a Mini-
Golf outing!  
 

Speaking of golf – any golfers out there 
besides me, Rent-A-Mike and RC? If 
you’re a golfer and would like to sched-
ule a monthly Mensa round of golf, let 
me know.  As I often say, truth be told, 
I’m a lousy golfer, but I do love the game! 
And, I have two-fer coupons for several 
local courses! 
 

Are you going to the Annual Gathering in 
San Diego this year? The AG starts on 
June 29th and runs through July 3rd – 
they’ve announced most of the programs 
now (see www.ag.us.mensa.org for de-
tails). If you’re going, please let me know 
via e-mail so we can keep a count and the 
brag about how many of our group are 
there!  BTW – Sean is setting up a special 
GITBP event for our group at the AG 
since, as is our custom, we’ll be holding 
GITBP at both home and in San Diego.  

http://www.plainsandpeaks.us.mensa.org/ 
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FYI – I try to remember to take photos at 
our Mensa events and put them on our 
Facebook page. If you’re a Facebooker, 
check out our page (which has calendar 
items, too). It’s a closed group so only 
our Plains & Peaks members can see 
what is there and you must be added by 
an admin. Request to join and then check 
out some of our event photos!  
 

Gosh – that’s about all I can think of for 
now. Looking forward to seeing you soon 
at a Mensa event! 
 

~Sandy 

http://www.ag.us.mensa.org
http://www.plainsandpeaks.us.mensa.org/
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Hi guys – 
 

So – here’s what’s been happening: 

 The Name and Logo ad hoc Committee issued a statement re-

garding expression of opinion when speaking as an official part of 

Mensa.  It was put on American Mensa Hospitality and American 

Mensa Firehouse websites.  The statement was not final – it was 

put out to elicit comment.  If you are so inclined – have at it.  

This is going to be a drawn out process, I suspect.  Please don’t 

let that discourage you from participating.   

 The Board is having a teleconference on May 18 – the agenda is 

posted on the American Mensa website.  Go to READ > BOARD 

MEETING REPORTS – then select the May 18 one.   

 This was in my last column – I think it’s worth repeating:  There 

will be up to $4000 for Leadership Development Workshops (4 

each) at the Local Group level.  The RVCs receive $2000 per year 

discretionary funding.  There will be another $1000 added this 

year– for distribution to Local Groups.  This is a pilot program.  

Since I have not been traveling, I have typically been donating my 

$2000 to LGs anyway.  The difference with this additional $1000 

is that there will be a little more of a procedure and some feed-

back needed.  Sounds like a good idea – we’re trying to get feed-

back from Local Groups regarding what works, what doesn’t so 

much. There will also be up to $4000 for Leadership Develop-

ment Workshops (4 each) at the Local Group level.  Here’s what I 

need (want) from you guys:  If you have something you’d like to 

spend some money on at the Local Group level, such as an RG, a 

meeting with  a speaker, an outing that involves some extra ex-

pense, discounted tests, promotional materials, etc. – holler.  

Let’s see what we can put together.  You guys know a lot better 

what fits your Local Group than I do.  

   Got my ‘hard’ collar off about 3 weeks ago; about the time that 

my wife Susan got a new knee.  In the last 6 months or so, be-

tween us, we’ve had an angioplasty, a posterior laminectomy on 

C#3, #4, #5 and #6, and a total knee replacement.  I think we 

now qualify as ‘wholesale’ customers in our regional medical 

system.  Truth be told, we’re very grateful for the results that 

were achieved.  Any of those things could have ‘gone south’ in a 

big way – and didn’t.  Grateful as we are, we would still really like 

What’s Up In Our Region 
to experience 10 years of ‘boring’ now – that would really be 

appreciated.  

 Hope to see you at San Diego AG.  We had a meeting there in 

December 2014 – neat place.  I believe our Region 7 Meet and 

Greet is on Wednesday - see you then. 

  Here’s a neat deal:  One of the things that the last national sur-

vey generated was a ‘Net Promoter Score’ (NPS) which is an indi-

cator of the level of satisfaction of members.  The RVCs just got a 

look at the Regional breakouts of that score.  They ranged from 

19 to 34, the higher, the better.   We were second at 33. 

Later – Greg 

mailto:mandshalby@comcast.net
mailto:Shedonist@Cooperplace.net
mailto:srikant_mantravadi@yahoo.com
mailto:Bogan54@aol.com
mailto:windy@adoretti.com
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mailto:grjk@fisherind.com


If you have an announcement or news item, please forward it to 
PlainsPeaking Editor Betsy Ogan (bogan54@aol.com) for inclusion in 
PlainsPeaking!  And, don’t forget, you can advertise your business in 
PlainsPeaking. The current rates are:  business card size $6, quarter 
page $10, half page $25 and full page $50.   
 
POKER & GAMES NIGHT AT COOPERS! Where else can you get an 
evening’s entertainment for $10 or less? While four of us played pok-
er (Mark Al, George and Sandy), Chris and Linda kibitzed, talked plants 

and gardens and lobster dishes! No, not that 
kind of lobster dish –a really dish shaped like a 
lobster! (Check out the photo on our Facebook 
page!)  Anyway - Al was the big winner at Poker 
– talking home a whopping $13 – not bad for 
several hours of playing High Chicago, Three-

Toed Pete and a few other odd-ball card games. Like Al once re-
marked, a lot of what we play is not really poker – it’s just card games 
involving chance and money!  Why don’t you join us in July for Games 
& Poker Night? Kids are welcome and Coopers have a vast variety of 
board games. They even have some great domino holders for Mexi-
can Train players! 
 
MAY MINI-GOLF RESULTS: The evening weather was just a little cool 
when Jim, Louise, Linda, Doug, Sandy and Mark hit the mini-links for 
18 exciting and challenging holes of mini-golf. We split into two 
groups (again, men versus women) and each group played a different 
course. Doug, Linda and Jim all scored aces – yippee!!  And, Mark 
Berte was the May Mini-Golf champ with a score of 51 on Course #2!  
Congrats, Mark! Mark got to take home the trophy/pin cushion/candy 
dish (again) with the expectation that he’ll refill the candy dish por-
tion with appropriate candies for the next winner!  We’re beginning 
to suspect that some courses are easier than others, so we’re keeping 
track of who’s played on which courses and what scores folks got. Join 
us in June for another exciting round of mini-golf!   
 
HELP WANTED! Do you have a Media or Publicity background? May-
be that’s something you’d like to try? If so, consider helping Plains & 
Peaks Mensa with Admissions Testing publicity! We’re looking to in-
crease our testing numbers and really need a hand with the publicity 
– ideas, contacts, someone to take this particular bull by the horns 
and wrestle around with it! And, bonus – this would look good on 
your resume or annual job appraisal!  If you’d be interested in volun-
teering to be our Publicity person, contact Sandy at manshal-
by@comcast.net!  
 
JOIN PLAINS & PEAKS MENSA ON FACEBOOK! See photos of recent 
activities and meetings and get to know some of your fellow Mensans 
via this popular social site!  It’s a “closed” group so you have to ask to 
join.  Search FB for “Plains & Peaks Mensa.” 
 
BLOGS AND WEBSITES:  If you have a blog or website that you think 
might interest other Mensans, send the link to Betsy at bo-
gan54@aol.com so she can put it here. 
 
E-MAIL AND ELECTRONIC NEWSLETTER: If you’re receiving this via 
“snail mail,” consider changing your preferences to electronic news-
letter and correspondence.  It’s easy!  Either go to the American Men-
sa web-site or contact American Mensa to change your preferences! 
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Plains & Peaks Patter 

Mostly good comments came from the 14 burger lovers that attended 
the May 8th BurgerQuest at Big Daddy’s Burger Bar in The Prome-
nade Shops at Briargate. Al, Chris, Genesis, George, Janet, KC, Mike, 
Robin, Sandy, Selah, Solomon, Srikant, Steve, and Victoria all found 
seats together, thanks to the help of the manager on duty that day. 
Your host had made an advance visit to the establishment a couple of 
weeks earlier, and was given certificates for three free appetizers 
(more than big enough to share) to get the event rolling.  
 
Results, on a scale of one to five were:  
Burgers 4.0 
Sides 4.0 
Service 4.0 
Value for Money 3.5  
Cleanliness 4.0 
Ambiance 3.0 where (one star=Very Casual, five stars=Classy) 
 
They also turned in quite a few comments:  
“Good burger, fresh toppings. Not impressed at all with fries, too 
much crunch and not enough chew. Service was slow, but the place 
was very busy.” 
“Too noisy.” 
“18 beers on tap. Our waitress Danielle was superb.” 
“Burger was overcooked. Lots of variety of sides. Very noisy” 
“My favorite topping is Poblano chilies, but it wasn’t on the menu L. 
Servers often left without acknowledging those with requests. Lots of 
fun options in the side dish menu.” 
“Burger was ordered medium and arrived medium rare.” 
“Truffle fries were too well done. Burger – really, really good! Adult 
shakes – good, really good!!”  
Finally, one person used no words, but simply drew an ornate heart. 
 
BurgerQuest will be taking a break in June to attend the San Diego 
Mensa Annual Gathering (AG). Those of you who will also be attend-
ing should send an e-mail to George at gcooper@cooperplace.net . 
He’ll put together an e-mail list to let all the AG attendees from P&P 
know when and where BurgerQuest will meet out there (That in-
cludes current and former P&P folks; we’re expecting the Cartwrights 
to attend). One of our regulars who used to live in San Diego says 
Hodads should be the place to go, and we’ll most likely meet there 
some time the last week of June. If you won’t be able to get to the 
AG, you might want to revisit one of our “Joints” from past news-
letters on the second Sunday in June. July may pose a small problem 
as well, as your host may not return in time for a BurgerQuest on July 
10 and may have to schedule our get-together on July 17th. The cur-
rent candidate for that date is The Public House, 445 E. Cheyenne 
Mountain Blvd. (but that might change). Be sure to check the July 
newsletter for details. And remember, whenever you attend, be sure 
to bring the urchins; BurgerQuest is a kid-friendly event.  

BurgerQuest 2016 

GET PUBLISHED! If you’d like to contribute to the PlainsPeaking news-
letter, submit your article, poem, photo, puzzle, whatever to Betsy at 
bogan54@aol.com . 
 
WORDS WITH FRIENDS PLAYERS: Can’t get enough Words with 
Friends?  Look Sandy up on Facebook (Sandra Lynn Halby) and start a 
game with her! 

mailto:bogan54@aol.com
mailto:mandshalby@comcast.net
mailto:mandshalby@comcast.net
mailto:bogan54@aol.com
mailto:bogan54@aol.com
mailto:gcooper@cooperplace.net
mailto:bogan54@aol.com
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Cryptogram 

 

“FWW FRX WYOFHIST,  

MYH GX BGP SFO FOFWJUX  

GIT QXWYTIPO IT SFWWXQ  

F AGIWPTPAGXR.”  

~FEMRPTX MIXRSX, XAILRFE  

Trivia             by RC Timm 
Potpourri 
 

1. Who was executed in the 1950s for spying for the Soviet Union?  

2. What is the official bird of Redondo Beach, CA? 

3. When was the roller skate patented? 

4. Who was the last astronaut on the moon? 

5. What are yurts? 

6. "The Iodine State" has appeared on the license plate for which U.S. 

state?  

7. Which is heavier: short ton, long ton, metric ton? 

8. What country produced 34% of the world's black pepper in 2013? 

9. What is Farrah Fawcett's first name? 

10. Manu National Park in Peru has over 1300 species of what? 

 

*Correction to May question #4 - Climax, CO, is the former title hold-

er for highest Post Office, it closed in the 1980s. Alma, CO, now has 

the record. 



Mensa-versaries 
Christine B Baugh 
Debra Bell 
Gregory H Bloss 
Stephan H Chastain 
M. Shane Hall 
Susan Louise Heisey 
Brian Herbert 
Ralph Johnson 

Amanda Kelly 
Linda Larid 
Larry Wayne Lewis 
William R Machacek 
Sean F McCormick 
Esther L N Mueller 
Dr Sallie A Watkins 
Kimball Williams 
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Trivia 
1. Julius and Ethel Rosenberg 

2. The Goodyear Blimp, city resolution number 6242, in 1983  

3. 1760, by Dutch-Belgian inventor John Joseph Merlin. 

4. Eugene Cernan, Apollo 17, Dec 13, 1972 

5. The domed, circular, portable tents used by the nomads of Mongolia 

and Siberia. 

6. South Carolina, from 1930 to 1933 

7. Long ton - 2240 lbs.; metric ton - 2205 lbs.; short ton - 2000 lbs. 

8. Vietnam 

9. She was born Mary Farrah Leni Fawcett. 

10. Butterfly 

 
Cryptogram 
“All are lunatics, but he who can analyze his delusion is called a phi-
losopher.”  
~Ambrose Bierce, Epigram  

Answers to Trivia/Cryptogram 
Stephen D Copp  June 1 
Bill Bannister  June 3 
Christopher M Root June 4 
Wayne White  June 5 
Cathleen Urban  June 7 
James G Hunter  June 16 
Mickey Burdick  June 19 
Mark Maynard  June 27 
Dr Sallie A Watkins  June 27 
Janelle Adams  June 29 
 
NOTE:  If your birthday isn’t here, it’s probably because that infor-
mation is marked “non-releasable” on our rosters.  To check your 
personal information release status, please contact American Mensa 
(1-800-66-MENSA) or go to www.us.mensa.org and under Member 
Resources, select the PDQ section. 

Happy 100th Birthday, National Park Service! 

Denali National Park, Alaska 

Copyright 2016 Betsy Ogan 

http://www.us.mensa.org


Saturday, June 18th, 6pm:  Movie Night!  This is a new event for our 
group – Movie Night! In June we’ll be featuring a much overlooked 
comedy from 1980 - The Gods Must Be Crazy - a 
movie about a traveling Bushman who encoun-
ters modern civilization and its stranger aspects, 
including a clumsy scientist and a band of revolu-
tionaries. And, just as some of us might remem-
ber from days past, we’ll have a short feature 
before the film (probably a cartoon and/or Benny Hill episode!) along 
with movie food (popcorn, hot dogs, and candy). The Coopers are 
hosting this event and supplying the movie snacks, but you’ll need to 
bring what you want to drink!  The movie is rated PG and children are 
invited, too! Please RSVP by Thursday, June 16th, to shedon-
ist@cooperplace.net or 719-646- 4456. The Coopers live at 1105 Bow-
string Road, Monument. 
 
Tuesday, June 21st, 6:00pm: Trivial Pursuits. We’re playing Show-
down, a 6-stage trivia contest featuring a wide variety of topics, at 
Buffalo Wild Wings, 2905 Geyser Drive (at I-25 and Lake, next to Out-

back Steaks and Tinseltown) – they 
claim to have 45 players and Wi-Fi so 
everybody should be able to play!  
We’re drinking some adult beverages 

(if you want to) and noshing on wings and other Buffalo Wild Wings 
specialty foods like burgers and sandwiches! The actual game starts at 
6:30pm, but if you want a game player you probably should get there 
earlier!  Call or e-mail Al (719-465-3747, alackerson@msn.com) to let 
him know you’ll be there! 
 
Saturday, June 25th, 6pm:  Ultimate Saturday Supper. Sailing, sailing, 
over the bounding main!  That's right, we're off to a seafood site this 
month.  Bonny and Read Fresh Seafood and Fine Steaks is located at 
101 N. Tejon, Suite 102.  http://www.bonnyandreadseafood.com/ 
It offers the freshest seafood in the city, 
including catches from all three American 
coasts and as far away as New Zealand, 
Norway, and Chile.  The menu, a bit 
pricey so be ready for that, offers some 
interesting options, like wild boar shank 
and shrimp and pork belly.  If you want to join this culinary adventure, 
let Al know (465-3747, alackerson@msn.com) by 23 June. 
 
Friday, July 1st, 5pm: Give In To Beer Pressure.  Every year, American 
Mensa holds their Annual Gathering at about the same time we are 
trying to enjoy our monthly GITBP. Our answer? Co-locate! AG 
attendees can meet at 5PM at Charlie's, right on the Town and Coun-
try Resort property. There is better beer in San Diego, but not nearby. 
Charlie's should provide the ambience and selection we have all come 
to expect from a GITBP venue. For those staying in town, it has be-
come a tradition for the co-located GITBP to be held 
at 5PM at Brewer's Republic.  While they do not brew 
their own beer, they have dozens of taps at the ready 
with some of the finest craft beer from all around the 
state. Brewers Republic is located at 112 N Nevada 
Ave, pretty much downtown. Remember, if you have 
an idea or new pub for Give In To Beer Pressure, let 
Sean know! By email: sean.mccormick.us@member.mensa.org,  
Or by cell: 719-651-6706. 

Friday, June 3rd, 5pm: Give In To Beer Pressure.  We’re revisiting a 
fav – Rocky Mountain Brewery, 625 Paonia Street (South and East of 
Powers and Galley Road). The people have spoken (quietly)! June is a 

"members' choice" pick, but the only brewery that 
really got any mention was RMBC. Maybe it is the 
permanent barbecue food truck parked outside or all 
the extra room they have added to the tasting room, 
or the award winning "Da Yoopers" Cherry Beer. 
Whatever it is, this is the closest we have to a favor-
ite. Remember, if you have an idea or new pub for 

Give In To Beer Pressure, let Sean know! By email: 
sean.mccormick.us@member.mensa.org, by cell: 719-651-6706. 
 
Sunday, June 5th, 8pm: RSVP for ExComm Meeting/Dinner. Please 
let Sandy know you’ll be at the ExComm Meeting & Dinner on Tues-
day at Wooglin’s Deli, 823 North Tejon (Tejon and Cache la Poudre). 
You can call Sandy at 719-528-5483 or e-mail mandshal-
by@comcast.net.  
 
Tuesday, June 7th, 6pm: ExComm Meeting/Dinner @ Wooglin’s Deli 
– they sport a variety of overstuffed sandwiches, grilled items and 
burgers! Wooglin’s is locally owned and makes their quiches, muffins 
and desserts from scratch!  We’ll have a short (very short) ExComm 
Meeting prior to dinner!  Please let Sandy know you’ll be there by 
RSVPing to mandshalby@comcast.net or call 719-528-5483. 
 
Wednesday, June 8th, 6:30 pm: Mini-Golf!  
We’re going golfing!  Mini-Golfing that is!  
Meet up at the Adventure Miniature Golf, 6550 
Corporate Drive in Colorado Springs, just off 
Woodman and I-25. This is a family event - 
everybody is welcome, especially the kids! 
 Cost for 18 challenging holes is $5 for adults, $4 for kids and seniors!  
Winner will be declared the Plains & Peaks Mini-golf Champion … and 
can keep that title until the next time we go mini-golfing!  
  
Saturday, June 11th, 9:30 am, Ute Park Hike! Join us for an easy, one 
to one and a half-hour hike this morning in Ute Valley Park, which is a 
city park in the northwest part of Colorado Springs. The dominant 
feature of Ute Valley Park is the huge hogback on the west side of the 
park; there are trails throughout the park and east of the hogback. 
We’ll meet at the trailhead parking area off Vindicator Drive (just 
northwest of Eagleview Middle School) at Sandy’s car – she has a red 

Ford Explorer (with the gold Mensa logo on 
the back). We’re hitting the trail promptly at 
9:30am, so you might want to arrive a few 
minutes early to locate Sandy and get your 
hat/water/etc. ready! Be sure to wear your 
hiking shoes and bring sun block and water, 

too! After the hike, if we want, there are several places nearby to go 
for late breakfast/early lunch! 
 
Thursday, June 16th, 8pm:  RSVP for Movie Night! If you’ll be joining 
us at Coopers house for Movie Night on Saturday, give Chris a call 
(719-646- 4456) or an e-mail shedonist@cooperplace.net to get add-
ed to the headcount for the evening!   

PlainsPeaking 

June Events 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 

 

2 

 

3 

5:00 PM 

Give In To 

Beer Pressure @  

Rocky Mountain 

Brewery 

4 
 

5 

 

8:00 PM 

RSVP  

For ExComm 

Meeting/Dinner 

6 

 

7 

 

6:00 PM 

ExComm 

Meeting/Dinner 

@ Wooglin’s Deli 

 

 

8 

 

6:30 PM 

Mini-Golf @ 

Adventure 

Miniature Golf 

9 

 

 

10 

 

11 

 

9:30 AM 

 

Ute Park Hike 

12 

 

 

13 

 

14 

 

 

15 

 

16 

 

8:00 PM 

RSVP for 

Movie Night 

17 

 

18 

 

6:00 PM 

Movie Night 

@ 

The Coopers 

19 

 

20 

 

21 

 

6:00 PM 

Trivial Pursuits 

@ 

Buffalo Wild Wings 

22 

 

23 

 

8:00 PM 

RSVP For  

Ultimate Saturday 

Supper  

24 25 

6:00 PM 

Ultimate Saturday 

Supper @  

Bonny and Read 

Fresh Seafood  

and Fine Steaks 

26 

 

27 28 29 30 

 

July 1 

 

5:00 PM 

Give In To 

Beer Pressure @  

Charlie’s 
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Mensa® is an international organization made up of people who have 

scored in the top 2% on standardized IQ tests. Mensa is non-profit and 

has no political or religious affiliations. The purpose of Mensa is to serve 

as a means of communication for its members and to foster intelligence. 
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Peaks Mensa, PlainsPeaking, American Mensa, Ltd., or Mensa International. 
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