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LocSec Lowdown
Hello, fellow Mensans! As I type this up
at the end of November, I have to reflect
that this, for me, has been a tough
month! First, I came down with a horrible
cough, and then had my annual colonoscopy (7 polyps of which only 3 are precancerous – a result I’m very happy
about!). After the procedure, I still had
the cough and couldn’t seem to shake it.
So, I ended up going to my doctor and
she loaded me with meds and the warning that if I got worse or something
changed, go to the ER. Yes, you guessed
it – I started to run a fever and ended up
in the ER for an evening and half the
night! It was a bit worrisome as at first as
they suspected pulmonary thrombosis (a
bad thing) but after more tests, the ER
docs determined I had pneumonia. That
was about two weeks ago and I’m still
fighting with the cough and just about
zero energy! I’m usually pretty “on the
go” but not now! It’s about all I can do to
go the kitchen for something to drink!
Mike’s been after me to rest and not do
too much and for once, I am following his
instructions! As a result of all this, I’ve
had to either miss or cancel some Mensa
events. But …
I should be recovered by the Holiday Gala
Party, which is on the 17th of December
and is our biggest event of the year!
Check out the flyer and article in this
newsletter for all the details – and be
sure to RSVP by the 10th! I always enjoy
the party because so many of our mem-

Volume 33, Issue 11

bers only see each other a few times a
year and this is the one event we can all
mingle and catch up with each other!
Take a look at both calendars for December and January (since this is a combined
issue of PlainsPeaking). As is our custom,
there are few events in December – just
GITBP, the Holiday Gala Party, and Tree
Trimming at the Lairds! Then, in January,
we pick back up with our “normal”
events and a full calendar! Why not make
a New Year’s Resolution to go to more
Mensa events – and start off in January
with GITBP, BurgerQuest, Games Night,
Movie Night, Mix & Mingle, Trivial Pursuits, or Ultimate Saturday Supper? You’d
be more than welcome at any of our
events – and guests are always allowed,
so if you’d be more comfortable with a
friend along, bring him or her!

nie, Steve, Charles, Jennie-Jo & Wayne,
Mickey, and Scott! Whew, hope I didn’t
miss anybody. And, for the final thanks last, but certainly not least, to my favorite Mensan: Rent-A-Mike!
All for now from me – except to say:
Have a very, very Merry Christmas and
Holiday Season – and Happy New Year to
all! Hope to see you soon at a Mensa
event!

As always, in this issue of PlainsPeaking, I
like to thank all the officers and members
of Plains & Peaks Mensa for making our
local group so doggone successful! We
have a great bunch of folks in our group
and I enjoy spending time with so many
of you! Special thanks go out to: Al,
Betsy, Windy & Dana, George & Chris,
Srikant & KC, Jenny B, Connor, Bill &
Betsy, Lisa, Jeff & Rebecca, Mark B, Jan,
Susie & Ron, Susan C, Loree, Robin, Jeff,
Mia, Nancy, Brian, Ed & Cindy, Jim &
Louise, KC & Ann, Linda & Doug, Roberta,
Don, Nancy & Larry, Sean & Ellen, Tony, J
& Susan, Daniel, Freda & Ted, RC& Con-

http://www.plainsandpeaks.us.mensa.org/

~Sandy
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BurgerQuest 2016
C.B. & POTTS IS THE BEST ATTENDED BURGERQUEST IN 2016; BEST
OF 2016 IS TO BE DETERMINED
Al, Alexander, Carolina, Chris, Doug, Elizabeth, Ellen. George, Hants,
Isabella, Janet, JJ, Johnathan, Ken, Linda, Mike, Robin, Sally, Sean,
Steve, and Wayne all teamed up to boost the attendance to TWENTY
ONE BurgerQuesters on November 13th at C.B. & Potts, near the Bass
Pro Shop in northern Colorado Springs. If you’re not familiar with a lot
of the names, it’s because many brought guests, who made our experience even more enjoyable. Management welcomed us as well, passing out gift certificates for appetizers, which we shared.
Results:
Burgers
Service
Cleanliness
Side Dishes
Value for $
Ambiance

4.0
4.0
5.0
4.0
4.0
3.0.

In December, BurgerQuest takes the month off so we can all go to the
Plains & Peaks (please forgive your BQ host for political correctness)
“Holiday” Party and of course in January, we revisit the best Burger
Joint from 2016. In past years, our Questors have sometimes shied
away from voting, since they might have only attended two or three
(or fewer) of our events. Don’t do that! Even if you’ve attended no
events at all, you can still vote! You’ve read the reviews, seen the
voting results, and you might have even visited the burger joint either
by chance or because you read about it in the P&P newsletter. Tell us
where you’d like to go in January!
So without further ado, Let’s review our 2016 venues (see table below), then send your first, second, and third choices to George at
fassmacher@cooperplace.net by Wednesday January 4th. Your host
will compute the winner according to the usual Mensa preference
voting, and we will put out a blast to announce the location of the
January event on Sunday, January 8. Finally, if you have any suggestions for future BurgerQuest venues, include them with your votes.
Thanks, and have a Happy New Year!

February -Crave Revisited (Best of 2014)
March—King’s Chef Diner
April—Frankie’s Two
May—Bad Daddy’s Burger Bar
June Venue in San Diego
July—Public House
August—Baba’s Burgers
September—Ted’s Montana Grill
October—Wines of Colorado
November—C.B. Potts
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Sandy Halby (LocSec/President)
6066 Del Rey Dr.
Colorado Springs, CO 80918
719-528-5483
mandshalby@comcast.net
Chris Cooper (2nd Vice Pres. for Membership)
1105 Bowstring Rd.
Monument, CO 80132-8595
(719-646-4456)
Shedonist@Cooperplace.net
George Cooper (treasurer)
1105 Bowstring Rd.
Monument, CO 80132-8595
719-646-4456

Comments: “Fun theme for lunch today.”
“Holly (Note: our server) is great! Love sweet potato fries”
“Burger OK but a little dry. Toppings were a bit wilted. Fries so-so.
Very good service.”
(from one of our younger guests, “This restaurant is very awesome.”

Month—Location
January—Crazy Otto's (2015 winner)

Plains and Peaks Mensa Officers

Burger
3.5
4.5
4.0
4.5
4.0
(results
4.5
4.0
4.0
4.5
4.0

Service
4.5
4.5
4.0
3.5
4.0
not
5.0
3.5
4.5
4.0
4.0

Srikant Mantravadi (Gifted Youth Coordinator)
6433 Jules Drive
Colorado Springs, CO 80923
(719) 352-5074
srikant_mantravadi@yahoo.com
Betsy Ogan (PlainsPeaking Editor)
1061 Hummingbird Ct.
Colorado Springs, CO 80921
719-481-1199
Bogan54@aol.com
Windy Adoretti (Webmaster)
1465 Stella Dr.
Colorado Springs, CO 80921
719-201-4743
windy@adoretti.com
Al Ackerson (Past President)
5102 Galley Road, #430AW
Colorado Springs, CO 80915
719-465-3747
Alackerson@msn.com

Cleanliness
4.0
3.5
3.5
3.0
4.0
available)
4.0
4.0
4.0
4.0
4.5

Side Dishes
4.0
4.0
3.0
3.5
4.0

Value for $
4.0
4.0
3.5
4.0
3.5

Ambience
2.5
3.0
2.5
3.0
3.0

4.0
4.0
4.0
3.0
4.0

4.5
3.0
3.5
4.0
4.0

3.0
4.5
4.0
3.5
3.0

PlainsPeaking

Plains & Peaks Patter

Trivia

If you’d like to contribute to the PlainsPeaking newsletter, submit
your article, poem, photo, puzzle, whatever to Editor Betsy Ogan
(bogan54@aol.com) for inclusion in PlainsPeaking! You can advertise
your business in PlainsPeaking. The current rates are: business card
size $6, quarter page $10, half page $25 and full page $50.

More Christmas gift fun

by RC Timm

1. When was the first U.S. made, Teflon coated, frying pan marketed?
2. What was the best selling toy in 1957?

MERF JUDGES NEEDED! Judging MERF Scholarship Essay Contest
entries couldn’t be easier – just read the essays (which are all sent to
you as PDFs and all under 550 words), follow the 100-point judging
system (so many points for grammar and organization, content and
impression – all very clearly explained in the judges’ instructions) and
then send Sandy Halby, the MERF Local Chair, your results on a preformatted Excel or Word form!! Easy-peasy! If you can spare a couple
of hours in late January or early February and help out with this very
unique and worthwhile scholarship program, that would be great!
BTW - one person from our Plains & Peaks Local Group area will receive an award of approximately $300! Right now, we have 10 essays
entered for our local group area! You could be the deciding judge on
who gets it! If you would be interested in helping judge essays, please
contact Sandy at 719-528-5483 or mandshalby@comcast.net! Thanks!
NOVEMBER TRIVIAL PURSUITS! Six Mensans were at Trivial Pursuits
in November. A small group, but they kicked butt! Mark won with
Warm-up round, with Louise taking the
Countdown round. Jim won the category round with Mark winning again in
the Lightning round. George took the
Pyramid round and Mark took the Final Round and was the overall
winner. Congrats, Mark! We won’t hold Trivial Pursuits in December
but will pick it back up in January! See you then, Trivial Pursuitists!
MENSA’S YEAR-END PROMOTION! This is an “ideal deal” for prospective members who can't attend a testing session, and especially
for those under age 14. In November and December, qualifying test
scores will be evaluated for free! “There is just one way — with qualifying prior test scores — to gain entry into American Mensa without
taking the official Admission Test, and for a limited time that way is
free (a $40 savings)! Those qualifying tests include the LSAT, GMAT
and other common intelligence tests. With no review fee, why not
submit your scores today!” Visit www.us.mensa.org/join/testscores
for more information about “prior evidence.”
JOIN PLAINS & PEAKS MENSA ON FACEBOOK! See photos of recent
activities and meetings and get to know some of your fellow Mensans
via this popular social site! It’s a “closed” group so you have to ask to
join. Search FB for “Plains & Peaks Mensa.
E-MAIL AND ELECTRONIC NEWSLETTER: If you’re receiving this via
“snail mail,” consider changing your preferences to electronic newsletter and correspondence. It’s easy! Either go to the American Mensa web-site or contact American Mensa to change your preferences!
HELP WANTED! Do you have a Media or Publicity background? Maybe that’s something you’d like to try. We really need a hand with the
publicity – ideas, contacts, someone to take this particular bull by the
horns and wrestle around with it! If you’d be interested in volunteering to be our Publicity person, contact Sandy at mandshalby@comcast.net!

December 2016

3. What are Ken and Barbie's full names?
4. What product was called the Soundabout when it was introduced
in 1970?
5. Mr. Potato Head was first sold in what year?
6. What part of the original kit is no longer available for Mr. Potato
Head?
7. When was the jigsaw puzzle created?
8. Lego's were invented in which country?
9. Play-Doh was a very popular toy, but what was its original purpose?
10. Bonker, taw, popper, tronk and bumboozer refer to what?

Special Bonus Question - The world's largest Ford Museum closed
December 1st, where is it?

Jennie-Jo White
David Cunningham
Norma H Hollister
Kevin M Powers
Steven Boynton
Susan Ridge
Jack William Israel
William Hill
Roberta C Ackerson
Susan Creager
M Shane Hall
Wetzel B Howard

December 2
December 5
December 6
December 7
December 11
December 12
December 13
December 18
December 19
December 27
December 28
December 30

Patrick Spencer
Windy Adoretti
Boyd Rodman
Andrew Scarbro
Shawna Daniel
Wayne Lacey
Tyler Prescott
Thomas Barlow

January 1
January 3
January 9
January 12
January 13
January 20
January 21
January 30

NOTE: If your birthday isn’t here, it’s probably because that information is marked “non-releasable” on our rosters. To check your
personal information release status, please contact American Mensa
(1-800-66-MENSA) or go to www.us.mensa.org and under Member
Resources, select the PDQ section.
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~ROZZ TWDNIWQ

WELCOME:
Two new Mensans: Christina Boyd
and William Hill. Welcome to Mensa
and Plains & Peaks Mensa!

Welcome
&
Farewell

FAREWELL:
Clara Kim, who recently moved back
east to Virginia. Good luck to you!

WELCOME BACK:
Eric Burton, Loree Czarnecki, and
Adam Tatusko, all who are re-joining our group. Hello to all of you –
glad to have you back!

Answers to Trivia/Cryptogram

7. Around 1760
6. A pipe, smoking is no longer fashionable
5. 1952, it only had face pieces, arms, legs and required a real potato.
4. The Sony Walkman
3. Ken Carson & Barbie Millicent Roberts

So, if you’re in a degree program or about to enter one, check out the
MERF Essay Contest. There will be at least one prize of approximately
$300 given out for our local area, along with the potential of winning
up to $1000 at the national level. If you have a friend or relative who
would qualify, direct them to the MERF web-site http://
www.mensafoundation.org/what-we-do/scholarships/ for the complete rules and application, or have them contact Sandy Halby, 719528-5483, or e-mail mandshalby@comcast.net.

KDFJ BIJ MZU EJWF ZJWTJK."

8. Denmark

What could be easier than writing an essay describing your goals and
filling out a very simple application? And the applicant requirements
are straightforward too: The applicant must be a citizen or permanent
resident of the US who resides in a participating local group's area;
the applicant must be enrolled in a degree program in an accredited
institution of higher learning during the academic year following the
application date; and lastly, the applicant must submit an application
and essay of not more than 550 words explaining their academic and/
or vocational goals. Please note: The deadline for entries is January
15, 2017.

W CJKKOPOKB KBWEK DC BM PWHJ

9. Wallpaper cleaner

THE 2016 - 2017 MERF COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP ESSAY CONTEST
“The Mensa Education & Research Foundation college scholarship
program is unique in that its awards are based totally on essays
written by the applicants. There is no requirement for applicants to
be Mensa members nor is consideration given to grades, academic
program, or financial need.” (From the MERF Web page at http://
www.mensafoundation.org/what-we-do/scholarships/)

POUQONIB BM KJJ BIJ QJX EJWF OQ.

10. A marble that is larger than the majority of the rest of the mar-

MERF Scholarship Time

"WQ MCBOPOKB KBWEK DC DQBOZ

bles.

JANUARY
Roberta C Ackerson
Morris C Bealmer
Steven L Neidens
Sandy Lynn Halby
Dr William J Riley

JANUARY
Joseph W Davidson III
Bill Bannister
David Cunningham
Edward C Herlik
David T Hightower
Roger Weitzel
Lisa Bartilotta
Gary Frenzel
Javan Ridge
James Campbell
Lydia Carter
Ronald Hall
Jennifer Kennedy
William Kubida
Alan Modlin
Patrick Spencer

Bonus. Hillegom, the Netherlands.

DECEMBER
Jack William Israel
Julie Armstrong
Wayne Lacey
Cathleen Andrea Urba
Daniel Tapio
Stephanie Doris
Connor Baker
Mike Dulaney
Gary Alan Mohr MD
Cheryl Ann Spencer

Cryptogram

Cryptogram
“An optimist stays up until midnight to see the new year in. A pessimist
stays up to make sure the old year leaves.” ~Bill Vaughan

Mensa-versaries

2. Hula-Hoop
Trivia
1.1961, The Happy Pan
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PlainsPeaking

PLAINS & PEAKS MENSA HOLIDAY GALA
Saturday, December 17th
At the historic PJ’s Stagecoach Inn, 702 Manitou Avenue
Cocktails at 5:00 pm
Dinner at 6:30 pm
Reservations are required!
Note: If you cancel after December 10th or do not attend, you are liable for your dinner charges.

Party favors
White Elephant gift exchange
Door prizes
Good conversations
What a night we’ll have!

Choose one of the following dinners when you RSVP:
10oz Top Sirloin Steak

½ Slab Cajun Smoke Baby Back Ribs

Red Bird Farms Buttermilk Fried Chicken

Rocky Mountain Trout Fish Fry

Fettuccini Alfredo with Seasonal Vegetables
All served with Green Salad, Whipped Potatoes, County Gravy , Vegetables, and Dessert
Please choose your salad dressing (Balsamic, Blue Cheese, Ranch or Thousand Island)
and dessert choice (Carrot Cake, Bread Pudding or Vanilla Ice Cream) when you RSVP.

$28.50 (includes tax and tip) for dinner, coffee, tea or soda

RSVP to Sandy by December 10th
719-528-5483 or e-mail mandshalby@comcast.net

December 2016
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December/January Events
Friday, December 2nd, 5pm: Give In To Beer Pressure! Colorado Springs
has many fine breweries, but few tap rooms. A tap room
allows us to sample wonderful beers from outside our
area - the best of Colorado and the rest of the country.
Our town just picked up a new tap room, so let's meet at
the Brass Tap, 13271 Bass Pro Drive, #110. As always, if
you have an idea or new pub for Give In To Beer Pressure,
let
Sean
know:
719)
651-6706
or
sean.mccormick.us@member.mensa.org
Saturday, December 10th, 8pm: Last Chance to RSVP for the Holiday
Gala! Please join your fellow Mensans for our annual Plains & Peaks Holiday Gala! See Page 5 in this newsletter for all the details, including dinner, salad and dessert choices. RSVP to Sandy, 719-528-5483 or e-mail
mandshalby@comast.net.
Saturday, December 17th, starting at 5pm: Holiday Gala!
getting together on Saturday, the 17th of December,
to celebrate the holiday season, our friendships, and
our unique Mensa camaraderie. Our annual gala,
featuring dinner, door prizes, White Elephant Gift
Exchange, and a generally all-around GREAT time will
be at the historic PJ’s Stagecoach Inn in Manitou
Springs. We’ll be meeting for cocktails (pay-as-yougo) at 5:00 pm, with dinner at 6:30 pm. See Page 5
for dinner choices and details!

We’ll be

Monday, December 19th, 5pm: Tree Trimming Party! Join the Lairds for
their annual Tree Trimming Party. Home-made soup,
chili, and other snacks to enjoy, plus wine, beer, and
hot spiced cider. Decorate a REAL tree with our amazingly funky ornaments, listen to Christmas music old
and new, and maybe even win a glamorous prize in the
Snowflake-cutting contest! Doug and Linda live at 2990
Rhapsody Dr., CoS, near Briargate Blvd. (NOT Parkway)
and Union, phone is: (719) 928-7997.
Friday, January 6th, 5pm: Give In To Beer Pressure! Another new brewery! Cerberus Brewing is brand new (September opening), but they already have a reputation for some of the best beer, food,
and atmosphere in Colorado Springs! Cerberus Brewing
is located at 702 W Colorado Ave. As always, if you have
an idea or new pub for Give In To Beer Pressure, let Sean
know: (719) 651-6706
sean.mccormick.us@member.mensa.org
Sunday, January 8th, 1pm: BurgerQuest 2017-01. Voting results should be
announced by now via e-mail blast, identifying the winner of the 2016
season. Join us for the best burger of last year! RSVP
by yesterday so we can let them know how many to
expect, but even if you don’t RSVP, come anyway,
we’ll make room. Bring a guest, and be sure to bring
the Cookie Crumblers. Remember, BurgerQuest is a
kid-friendly event. RSVP to George at 719-418-6073 or
e-mail attngc@cooperplace.net.
th

Tuesday, January 10 , 6pm: ExComm Meeting & Dinner. Let’s go to one
of our favs – Paravicini’s! After a very short business meeting, we’ll sample some of the best Italian food in this area. Paravicini’s is at 2802 West
Colorado on the west edge of Old Colorado City. Please RSVP to Sandy at
719-528-5483 or e-mail mandshalby@comcast.net by the 10th of January.
As always, members and guests are welcome!
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Saturday, January 14th, 7pm: Games & Poker Night. Chris and George will
be hosting Games & Poker Night! They will have chips (poker and snack
type), and unmarked cards. If you prefer to play a
board game, they have plenty. Bring a favorite one
if you like. Those who prefer not to play any game,
just come socialize. The Coopers have comfy furniture! Come play, snack, drink, and gab. The Coopers
will supply the snacks; you supply your beverage.
Children are invited. Please RSVP by Thursday, January 12th, to shedonist@cooperplace.net or 719-646-4456. The Coopers live at 1105 Bowstring Road, Monument.
Tuesday, January 17th, 6:00pm: Trivial Pursuits. We’re playing Showdown, a 6-stage trivia contest featuring a wide variety of topics, at Buffalo
Wild Wings, 2905 Geyser Drive (at I-25
and Lake, next to Outback Steaks and
Tinseltown) – they claim to have 45 players and Wi-Fi so everybody should be
able to play! We’re drinking some adult beverages (if you want to) and
noshing on wings and other Buffalo Wild Wings specialty foods like burgers and sandwiches! The actual game starts at 6:30pm, but if you want a
game player you probably should get there earlier! Call or e-mail Al (719465-3747, alackerson@msn.com) to let him know you’ll be there!
Saturday, January 21st, 6pm: Movie Night! As of this date, a movie has
not been chosen, but be assured it will be one to either tickle your fancy
or make you groan. And, just as some of us might remember from days
past, we’ll have a short feature before the main movie (probably a cartoon and/or Benny Hill episode!) along with movie food (popcorn, hot
dogs, and candy). The Coopers are hosting this event and
supplying the movie snacks, but you’ll need to bring what
you want to drink! The movie will be rated PG and children are invited, too! Please RSVP by Thursday, January
19th, to shedonist@cooperplace.net or 719-646-4456.
The Coopers live at 1105 Bowstring Road, Monument.
Sunday, January 22nd, 5pm: Mensa Mix & Mingle! Or is it Mensa Mingle
& Mix? Whatever!! Married, single, Gen-X, new member, long time member, Hell’s M, shy, outgoing, whatever – you’re all invited to no-host cocktails and drinks at the Stratton Bar, located in the lobby of the Mining
Exchange Hotel (8 South Nevada). Good conversation, excellent company,
a drink or two – relax and get to know some of your fellow Mensans! If
you haven’t been to a Mensa event, this is one you need to attend to
break the ice! See you there!
Saturday, January 28th, 6pm: Ultimate Saturday Supper. Going west a
few miles this month to Manitou's Crystal Park Cantina, 178 Crystal Park
Road, a superior margarita spot and not-the-norm taqueria and Tex-Mex
eatery. Give the back-of-the-throat burning but balanced
reposado habanero margarita with the grapefruitforward Speedy Chihuahua, thin house chips with thick,
oregano-and-black-pepper-exuding house salsa. Or give
the sweet potato nachos a try, a really a happy wet mess
of fries with sweet chili sauce and caramelized onions
and chorizo spice. And that just starts the eclectic delights. Come and sample some yourself! Give Al a call or
e-mail (465-3747, alackerson@msn.com) to let him know you're coming.
Advance Notice: Friday, February 3rd, 5pm: Give In To Beer Pressure!
Our February location has not been announced yet but check the February PlainsPeaking as well as your e-mail for the location!
Advance Notice: Thursday, February 9th, 6pm: ExComm Meeting & Dinner. In February, let’s go to the Tsing Tao House, 3604-C Hartsel Drive (off
Woodman between Lexington and Rangewood, by King Soopers.
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DECEMBER
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu
1

Fri
2

Sat
3

5:00 PM
Give In To
Beer Pressure @
Brass Tap
4

5

6

7

8

9

10
LAST DAY TO
RSVP FOR
HOLIDAY GALA

11

12

13

14

15

16

17
5:00 PM
HOLIDAY GALA

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

27

28

29

30

31

5:00 pm
Tree Trimming
@ the Lairds
25

26

JANUARY
Sun
1

Mon
2

Tue
3

Wed
4

Thu
5

Fri
6

Sat
7

5:00 PM
Give In To
Beer Pressure @
Cerberus Brewing
8

9

10

11

12

RSVP
For ExComm

15

16

13

17

18

19

6:00 PM
Trivial Pursuits
@ Buffalo
Wild Wings
22

23

24

5:00 PM
Mensa Mix
& Mingle @
Stratton Bar
29

31

7:00 PM
Games/Poker
Night @
The Coopers
20

21

RSVP
For
Movie Night

25

26
RSVP
For
Ultimate
Saturday Supper

30

14

RSVP
For
Games/Poker
Night

6:00 PM
Movie Night
@
The Coopers
27

28
6:00 PM
Ultimate
Saturday Supper @
Manitou's Crystal
Park Cantina

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED TO:

PlainsPeaking
AMERICAN MENSA, LTD.
1229 CORPORATE DRIVE WEST
ARLINGTON, TX 76006-6103

Mensa® is an international organization made up of people who have
scored in the top 2% on standardized IQ tests. Mensa is non-profit and
has no political or religious affiliations. The purpose of Mensa is to serve
as a means of communication for its members and to foster intelligence.
PlainsPeaking is the official publication of Plains & Peaks Mensa (#808).
Mensa itself has no opinions; any opinions expressed in PlainsPeaking, if
not otherwise designated, are those of the individual contributor or of the
editor. The appearance of any paid advertisement, should such an unlikely
event occur, in PlainsPeaking does NOT imply any endorsement of products, services, or anything else mentioned in said ad by either Plains &
Peaks Mensa, PlainsPeaking, American Mensa, Ltd., or Mensa International.
Mensa® is registered at the U.S. Patent Office as the collective mark of an
international membership organization.

PlainsPeaking is published monthly by Plains and Peaks Mensa Editor,
1061 Hummingbird Ct, Colorado Springs, CO 80921-5696. All material
within is copyright©2016 by Plains & Peaks Mensa, except where otherwise indicated. Masthead photo copyrighted 2009 by Betsy Ogan. Subscriptions are $6.00 (12 monthly issues) for non-Mensans and for Mensans
who are not members of the Plains&Peaks local group. The on-line version is available at http://www.us.mensa.org/read/group-newsletters/
Editorial Policy: We (deliriously) welcome your letters, articles, poems,
artwork, and puzzles. Items submitted to PlainsPeaking should be the
ORIGINAL work of the author, and should be emailed if possible. If

previously published, please include where and when. MS Word , RTF,
and plain text formats are especially encouraged for articles, JPG or GIF
for artwork. Equations should be typeset with MS Equation Editor. Typewritten work signed by the author and submitted by surface mail is also
welcome. Handwritten items may be accepted, but we cannot guarantee
accuracy in publication. The editor’s e-mail address is Bogan54@aol.com.
Please check with the editor about other acceptable media and formats.
Artwork will be reproduced as black and white or grayscale (drawings or
photographs). The Editor reserves the right to refuse to publish submitted
material and to edit as necessary.
Note to Contributors: By contributing material to Plains and Peaks
Mensa, you are giving permission for your material to be published in
both the newsletter and the web-based newsletter archives. You MAY
withhold your name, email address, or any other address from the webbased version; simply request this from the Editor. Other Mensa publications may reprint PlainsPeaking material if the author/artist and PlainsPeaking are credited and the material is not individually copyrighted. Letters
(and letter-like emails) to the Editor will be considered for publication
unless the author specifically requests otherwise.
Note to Reprinting Editors: A courtesy copy indicating the material
reprinted would be greatly appreciated. To: PlainsPeaking Editor, 1061
Hummingbird Ct, Colorado Springs, CO 80921-5696

