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Hello, fellow Plains & Peaksters! It’s been a tough 
time at the Halby house these last couple of weeks 
– we lost Minuet, our little Himalayan cat. She was 
9 years old and the vet thinks she developed some 
sort of brain tumor. She started going downhill and 
eventually got to the point that she simply was no 
longer “there.” While we don’t think she was in any 
pain, she was not enjoying any quality of life. Mike 
and I made that hard decision pet owners some-
times face and let her go on to the “Heaviside Lay-
er.” She was a princess, elegant and beautiful, and 
we will miss her – our “perfect” little cat – Miss 
Minuet. And, thank you to all who expressed their 
sympathies. We appreciate the kindness! 
 
Now, on to Mensa business! October was chock full 
of fun – starting off with GITBP at Paradox Beer up 
in Woodland Park, where some of our members 
sampled their excellent offerings. Then, several of 
us grouped together to see the movie “Gravity” at 
Kimball’s – which we all enjoyed – and even more 
of us descended on George and Chris’s house for 
Games Night! Other events included Trivia Night 
and Mid-Month Beers. 
 
Our October Main Monthly Meeting was really, 
really enjoyable. Betsy Ogan, expert photographer 
as well as our newsletter editor, treated us to a 
slide show and narrative of her recent safari to 
Africa – as well providing African-themed snacks!! 
Betsy went to Africa this last February, just when 
the wildebeest are having calves – and boy, did she 
get some impressive photos of newborn calves! We 
also enjoyed seeing photos of all the other safari 
animals (lions, hyenas, zebras, elephants, etc.) and 
hearing about the accommodations and details of 
the trip (which was booked through National Geo-
graphic Expeditions). As an added bonus – Betsy 
also shared some photos from her New Zealand and 
Australia trip! Thanks, Betsy!! 
 
We have a lot of travelers in our group and are 
considering starting an every-other-month or per-
haps quarterly “Travel Night” – and ask a member 
to share his or her most recent adventure. I know 
there are members of our group who have recently 
been to Russia and Ireland, and I have a friend who 
just got back from three weeks in Vietnam and 

would be willing to speak to us about her trip. What 
do you think? 
 
Our Main Monthly Meeting is November is a special 
one. I stumbled across this presentation coming up 
at the Penrose Library – Mr. Tom Tudor, former 
guard at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, will be 
speaking about Arlington Cemetery and some of the 
people buried there, including Dashiell Hammett, 
Ludwig Bemelmens, Thomas Selfridge and Spots-
wood Poles. (I confess, I had to look these up, ex-
cept for Hammett.)  Here’s the catch: YOU MUST 
REGISTER FOR THIS EVENT ON THE PENROSE LI-
BRARY WEB-SITE! Go to the Penrose Library site, 
find the adult programs, click on Calendar, find 
November and on the 23rd, click on the underlined 
event to register for this. If you have any problems 
with this, let me know and I will help you or register 
for you! I would strongly suggest that you register 
as soon as possible – this will be a sell-out event!! 
 
Also, coming up in November: GITBP at Red Leg 
Brewing, ExComm at Jun’s, Mid-Month Happy Hour, 
some Irish music at Jack Quinn’s and then a movie 
at Kimball’s, Trivial Pursuits, Scrabble®, USS at Mu-
sashi’s, and a Thanksgiving Pot Luck at Chris and 
George Cooper’s house! Whew – that’s a full calen-
dar!  
 
Heads up, here! Our Plains & Peaks Mensa Holiday 
Party is scheduled for the 7th of December at the 
Stagecoach Inn in Manitou Springs.  Mark your 
calendars now and check out the information in this 
newsletter for more details about our biggest event 
of the year!  
 
The MERF scholarship program is underway … 
there’s an article in this newsletter about it. Re-
member, you don’t have to be in Mensa to apply, 
so tell all of your family and friends who are attend-
ing college about this simple-to-apply and simple-to
-participate scholarship contest! 
 
We’ve also had a change of officer in Plains & Peaks 
Mensa. Connor Baker, who’s “cooked the books” 
for the past 5 years for our group has stepped aside 
and George Cooper stepped forward to act as our 
Treasurer. Thank you, Connor, so very much, for 

your many years of help and service to our group. 
George, looking forward to working with you as a 
member of the ExComm! 

 
As always, huge thanks and kudos to Betsy, our 
Editor and Windy, our Webmistress!  Thanks also 
to Jenny, our Second VP; Sean, our Gifted Youth 
Program Coordinator; and Al, past Pres and all-
around good guy! 
 
See you soon at a Mensa event! 

 

http://www.plainsandpeaks.us.mensa.org/ 
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Hi guys – 
  
It’s that time again.  We had a board meeting 10/03 - 10/05 in Dal-
las.  There were dozens of motions to vote on, but there were two 
that people were most interested in.  Here’s a basic summary of 
those: 
  
·G.14 – Firearms (later changed to ‘functional weapons’) prohibited at 
national events: 
The motion passed 10 – 9 – 1.   It was a contentious issue, with lots of 
comments and discussion on both sides.  By the time you read this, I 
suspect that the full meeting minutes will be on the website.  (Go to 
‘Read’, then ‘Board Meeting Reports’)  Some of the main points I 
would summarize are the following: 
· This was not put out as a political statement.  It was put out by the 
risk management committee as a way to decrease Mensa’s legal expo-
sure to a possible occurrence at a national event.   Good people can 
disagree – hence the close vote. 
· This will only apply at national events – AG, Board Meetings, Mind 
Games, Colloquium. 
· RGs, SIG activity, Local Group activity – all unaffected. 
· Almost all of the venues that host national events already have 
weapons policies in effect. 
· Although I voted against this motion for various reasons, I do recog-
nize that others have legitimate reasons to feel differently.  I will re-
spect the Board’s decision.  In the future, I will expect others to re-
spect decisions that they disagree with – that’s how the system 
works.  Over time, I suspect that this, like many other motions, will 
evolve. 
  
·G.17 – allow email marketing by outside entities.   This allows the 
one time ‘rental’ of email addresses for advertisers.  This one passed 
18 – 2.   Here’s a basic summary of what it does. 
· A committee reviews advertising requests and decides if they are 
appropriate and possibly useful for Mensa members. 
· If a request is approved, the emailing occurs through a 3rd party on a 
‘one time only’ basis.  The advertiser is never given the emails. 
· The expectation is that there will be 1>2 emails per month, generat-
ing about $10,000 per year for Mensa. 
· Emails will only go to members who have checked the “Release my 
name, address and email information, excluding phone, for communi-
cations from authorized benefit and service providers that may be of 
interest to me.” box on their “Privacy Releases” tab under “Edit Pro-
file”.  If you don’t have that checked, you will not receive any-
thing.  Point being: you have control over this either way. 
  
· At the end of the day long Saturday meeting, it was refreshing to 
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have some long term Mensa members comment on what they per-
ceived as the high level of civility. 
· Everybody went out to supper afterwards – no sulking, resentment, 
anguish, etc.  People behaved like adults. 
  
Other things to keep in mind: 
·The entire month of October counts for testing – if the last weekend 
did not work out well – take another shot. 
·The Mensa Bulletin will soon be electronic – you’ll be able read it on 
your computer, tablet, phone – something to look forward to. 
·Since June, Region 7 has added almost 200 members.  For that, and 
other things - thank you.  I’m happy and proud to be a member of the 
‘Heartland’ bunch. 
 
Later, 

Greg  

mailto:mandshalby@comcast.net
mailto:JennyReal@aol.com
mailto:sean.mccormick.us@member.mensa.org
mailto:Bogan54@aol.com
mailto:windy@windyhaddad.com
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mailto:grjk@fisherind.com
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White Elephant Gift Exchange 
Don’t miss our legendary Plains & Peaks Holiday Party!!   

 

Mark your calendars now:  Saturday, December 7th!! 
 
We’ll be getting together on Saturday, the 7th of December, to celebrate the 
holiday season, our friendships and our unique Mensa camaraderie. Our annu-
al gala, featuring dinner, door prizes, White Elephant Gift Exchange, and a 
generally all-around GREAT time will be at the historic Stagecoach Inn in Mani-
tou Springs. We’ll be meeting for cocktails (pay-as-you-go) at 5:00 pm, with 
dinner at 6:30 pm.  Watch for more details in the November PlainsPeaking 
newsletter. 
 
We’ll also be doing a White Elephant Gift Exchange 
Remember that tacky “gift” you got last year at your office party gift ex-
change? What about the unidentifiable and utterly artless “sculpture” your 
cousin presented you with on your anniversary? Here’s your chance to get rid 
of an unwanted, or White Elephant, item. 
 
A White Elephant Gift Exchange works like this. Find something you don’t want 
any more (valued between $15 and $25 and in working condition). Wrap it up 
nicely in holiday paper.  Bring it to the Plains & Peaks Mensa Holiday Party on 
December 7th at the Stagecoach Inn (in Manitou Springs) and stack it with all 
the other gifts. 
 
Everyone bringing a gift will draw a number. Whoever picks number 1 will be 
allowed to select one gift from the pile and open that gift. The person who has 
number 2 can chooses a gift from the pile or take the gift the person with 
number 1 has. If person number 2 chooses to take the gift from person num-
ber 1, then person number 1 gets to choose another gift and open it. Then the 
person who holds number 3 will choose a gift or exchange that gift with person 
1 or 2. Again, if person number 3 chooses to take one of the opened gifts, the 
person whose gift was taken can choose and open another present. This pro-
gresses until the last person has the final choice among all the opened gifts or 
the last gift on the table. Then, as the final White Elephant exchange, the poor 
person who got number 1 gets to either keep his/her gift or take one of the 
gifts eligible for grabbing. (A gift can only be exchanged three times. After that, 
the person who has it is stuck with it!) 
 
Participating in the White Elephant Gift Exchange at the Plains & Peaks Mensa 
Holiday Party is entirely optional. 
But, keep in mind, it’s a lot of fun – 
and you never know what you’ll 
end up with – you might even like 
what you got! Some of the past 
years gifts have included: a stuffed 
toy chicken, an indoor waterfall 
machine-thing, bottles of wine, 
puzzles, books, CDs and videos, and 
lots of other neat (and not so neat!) 
things!  It’s all in the spirit of the 
holiday – so join in!! 

Welcome & Farewell 
WELCOME: 
Kristen Messer, who moved here from Virginia.  Welcome! 
Edward Snell, who moved north from New Mexico. Glad to have you! 
John Roberts, a new Mensan! Welcome to Mensa, John! 
 
FAREWELL:  
Michael Schuck, who moved just a bit north and is now part of Denver Mensa. 
Good luck! 

Gifted Youth Program 
“YMAG West” 
Watch this space for developments on a possible new annual Mensa event. 
Mensa of Central Florida held a “Gifted Youth Camp” over a wonderful week-
end in June, at the Key Largo Hilton Resort. It was so well-received, there is talk 
of repeating the event annually. Since not everybody can make it to Key Largo, 
it is likely that there will be a concurrent western version, maybe even based 
right here in Colorado Springs! 
 
Gifted Youth Coordinator 
If you know someone (or are someone) who is Mensa-eligible and/or already a 
member, and loves kids, consider talking with Sean 
McCormick about being Plains and Peaks Mensa’s 
next GYC. The burden is light, and the rewards are 
tremendous! Please feel free to contact the Gifted 
Youth Coordinator, Sean McCormick, at any time. He 
c a n  b e  r e a c h e d  b y  e m a i l : 
sean.mccormick.us@member.mensa.org, by cell 
phone: (719) 651-6706, Skype: mr.mccormick, or on 
twitter: @plainspeaksgcc. Questions, suggestions, 
ideas, and random thoughts are all encouraged and 
welcomed. 
 
Contests 
American Mensa Gifted Youth contests keep coming. Plains and Peaks Mensa 
has not seen a winner yet, but when we do, your name will be mentioned right 
here in the newsletter – keep sending entries! Here is information about the 
current contest: Calling all Lego® fans! Gather your bricks and get building.  
Send us a picture of your efforts, and you could win one of six Lego prizes! 
 
Divisions: 
6 & Under: If you’re six or younger, this is the division for you! You can’t use 
kits, but you won’t be competing against the big guys. Duplos® are allowed in 
this division. 
 
Structurally Impressive: If you like building Lego projects that defy the laws of 
physics, this is the category for you! We’re looking for amazing height, impres-
sive weight-bearing load, or other feats of physics.  
 
Practical: Does your creation have a practical use? Can you use it as a mailbox 
or a key holder or something else besides a toy? Send us an explanation along 
with a picture. 
 
Humorous: One of the things we love about Young Mensans is your sense of 
humor. Let it flow in this category and show us your funny Lego creations. 
 
Populated:  Little Lego people are what make this category special. This cate-
gory uses Lego construction in which people play an integral part.  
 
Augmented Kit: This is the only category that allows the use of a kit or designs 
created by someone else at all. Take someone else’s idea, whether it is a kit or 
instructions you found somewhere else, and embellish it. Add design elements 
to make it uniquely your own. Be sure to include a photo of what the original 
kit design was so we can see the changes! 
 
Guidelines: 
- The contest is open to members of American Mensa under the age of 18. 
- Photos of entries must be submitted by January 5th to Gift-
edYouth@americanmensa.org. Each entry MUST include the Young Mensan’s 
name, member number, and the division in which you wish to enter the 
project.  
- All designs must be original. No kits may be used in any of the categories 
other than “Augmented Kits.” You may use pieces from kits, but building a kit 
according to included directions is not permitted. 

mailto:sean.mccormick.us@member.mensa.org
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PLAINS & PEAKS MENSA HOLIDAY PARTY 

 

Saturday, December 7th 
Reservations are required for this event! 

 

At the historic Stagecoach Inn, 702 Manitou Avenue  

 

Join us for our annual Plains & Peaks Mensa Holiday Party!   

 

Party favors, White Elephant gift exchange, door prizes  

And lots of good conversations … what a night we’ll have! 

 

Cocktails at 5:00 pm 

Dinner at 6:30 pm 
 

Please choose from the following dinners when you RSVP: 

 
Stagecoach Driver’s Stuffed Steak (their “signature” dish) – a delectable steak stuffed with 

Swiss cheese, mushrooms, sage bread stuffing and topped with roasted garlic sauce 

 

Cedar Plank Salmon – wild caught salmon with herbed butter 
 

Vegetarian Ravioli – traditional ravioli stuffed with a veggie combo, smothered in seasoned sauce 

 
All dinners start with a house salad with Balsamic vinaigrette and fresh biscuits  

and will be accompanied by vegetables and Chef’s choice of starch. 

 

$28.50 total for dinner, coffee, tea or soda  

(price includes tax and tip) 

 
RSVP to Sandy by December 3rd, phone 528-5483 or e-mail mandshalby@comcast.net  

mailto:mandshalby@comcast.net


Membership Anniversaries 
Steve Trolander 
Kathie Schmidt 
Gerri J Duke 
Kevin M Powers 
Nicholas Sol 
Ryan P Mielke 
Christopher M Root 
Mike Halby (aka Rent-A-Mike) 

Jane O'Connell Cosper 
Daniel K Hope 
Joseph A Kalis 
Elizabeth Osburn 
Caroline Mellow 
Brent B Skrehart 
Hilarie M Wiley 
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BLOGS AND WEBSITES:  If you have a blog or website that you think might 
interest other Mensans, send the link to Betsy at bogan54@aol.com so she can 
put it here. 
 
E-MAIL AND ELECTRONIC NEWSLETTER: If you’re receiving this via “snail mail,” 
consider changing your preferences to electronic newsletter and correspond-
ence.  It’s easy!  Either go to the American Mensa web-site or contact Ameri-
can Mensa to change your preferences! 
 
GET PUBLISHED! If you’d like to contribute to the PlainsPeaking newsletter, 
submit your article, poem, photo, puzzle, whatever to Betsy at bo-
gan54@aol.com . 
 
WORDS WITH FRIENDS AND SCRABBLE® PLAYERS: If you need more games to 
get your Words with Friends or Scrabble® fix, look Sandy up on Facebook 
(Sandra Lynn Halby) and start a game with her! 

Trivia Results & Games Night 
TRIVIA RESULTS! 
The Trivia event held on Tuesday, October 15th, was enjoyed by Al Ackerson 
(Al), Steve Strigel (MRIQ, Jim Hunter (Shark), Chris (Shdnst) and George Cooper 
(Chksix). It was a good night for Chris. She came in first place playing Glory 
Daze (ranked 103 nationally) and continued to hold second place for three of 
the rounds of Showdown. Shark won the Warm-up Round, Countdown Round, 
and Final Round, ranking him 36 Over All nationally and putting TGIF CS 37th in 
Local Rank. Al won the Lightening Round. Chksix won the Category Round. 
Everyone tied for the Pyramid Round. Al has a new "Favorite Waitress" as the 
young lady remembered us and kept bringing culinary delights. It's an evening 
of great fun and we wish others would come on out and play. 
 
GAMES NIGHT! 
Games night for October was hosted by George 
and Chris Cooper on Saturday the 12th. We wel-
comed Sandy (Mike was busy with bee matters), 
John Roberts (a new member), an old friend and 
new member Loree Czarnecki and her acquaint-
ance Robert, Wayne and Jenny Jo White, Susan 
Creager, Linda Laird (without Doug, who was 
“recovering”) and of course, Al Ackerson. 
 
Al, Jenny Jo, Susan and George started the evening playing “Dirty Minds” but 
soon switched to “Name 5.” Linda, John, Chris, and Loree played “Likewise”, 
and Wayne and Robert simply indulged in conversation and refreshments. 
(From George: I think I got that all correct!) Speaking of refreshments, Susan 
added to the bounty by providing some excellent homemade hummus. 
 
The next games get-together will be a Scrabble afternoon at Sandy and Mike’s 
home (see calendar for time and date). No games are scheduled for December, in 
deference to the holiday season and generally crowded schedules, but the games 
return in January at the Cooper’s on the 11th with plenty of snacks, as usual. We 
would love to see some new faces added to the regulars, so please mark your 
calendars. If you think you have a game that would be new to us, bring it along. 

Plains & Peaks Patter 
ANNOUNCING THE 2013-2014 MERF  

COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP ESSAY CONTEST 
 

“The Mensa Education & Research Foundation 
college scholarship program is unique in that 
its awards are based totally on essays written 
by the applicants. There is no requirement for 
applicants to be Mensa members nor is con-
sideration given to grades, academic program, 
or financial need.”  (From the MERF Web page 
at http://www.mensafoundation.org/what-we
-do/scholarships/) 

 
What could be simpler than writing an essay describing your goals and filling 
out a very simple application?  And the applicant requirements couldn’t be 
simpler, either: The applicant must be a citizen or permanent resident of the 
US who resides in a participating local group's area; the applicant must be 
enrolled in a degree program in an accredited institution of higher learning 
during the academic year following the application date; and lastly, the appli-
cant must submit an application and essay of not more than 550 words ex-
plaining their academic and/or vocational goals.  (Please note:  The deadline 
for entries is January 15, 2014.) 
 
So, if you’re in a degree program or about to enter one, check out the MERF 
Essay Contest.  There will be at least one prize of approximately $300 given out 
for our local area, along with the potential of winning up to $1000 at the na-
tional level.  And remember, you don’t have to be in Mensa to participate, so if 
you have a friend or relative who would qualify, direct them to the MERF web-
site http://www.mensafoundation.org/what-we-do/scholarships/ for the com-
plete rules and application, or have them contact Sandy Halby, 528‑5483, or e-
mail mandshalby@comcast.net.   
 
If you have an announcement or news item, please forward it to PlainsPeak-
ing Editor Betsy Ogan (bogan54@aol.com) for inclusion in PlainsPeaking!  
And, don’t forget, you can advertise your business in PlainsPeaking. The 
current rates are:  business card size $6, quarter page $10, half page $25 and 
full page $50.   
 
PRIOR EVIDENCE FEE WAIVED IN NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER: Know some-
one who might be Mensa material? Let them know that in November and 
December, American Mensa is waiving the usual $40 “prior evidence” fee – 
what a deal!! Just submit qualifying scores from accepted intelligence tests 
before Dec. 31, 2013, and American Mensa will waive the review fee (a $40 
savings).  American Mensa accepts more than 200 qualifying tests, including 
the LSAT, the GMAT and the Stanford Binet; visit www.us.mensa.org/
testscores for more information about accepted tests. American Mensa does 
not test children under the age of 14, so submitting prior test scores is a great 
way to get your child qualified for Mensa. Plus, many children have taken 
these tests as part of standardized testing in school. Download the application 
at us.mensa.org/application, enter code FPE2013, and follow the instructions 
to receive free test score review this November and December. Offer expires 
Dec. 31, 2013.  The address to send prior test scores and applications is; Amer-
ican Mensa LTD; 1229 Corporate Dr. West; Arlington, TX 76006-6103.  
 
JOIN PLAINS & PEAKS MENSA ON FACEBOOK! See photos of recent activities 
and meetings and get to know some of your fellow Mensans via this popular 
social site!  It’s a “closed” group so you have to ask to join.  Search FB for 
“Plains & Peaks Mensa.” 

mailto:bogan54@aol.com
mailto:bogan54@aol.com
mailto:bogan54@aol.com
mailto:bogan54@aol.com
http://www.us.mensa.org/testscores
http://www.us.mensa.org/testscores
http://www.us.mensa.org/join/testscores/print-an-application/


Selfridge and Spotswood Poles. Mr. Tudor’s web-site is at:  
www.tomtudorspeaks.com/index.html and Penrose Library is at 20 North 
Cascade in Colorado Springs. YOU MUST REGISTER FOR THIS EVENT ON THE 
PENROSE LIBRARY WEB-SITE! Go to www.ppld.org/programs-and-events-
adults-penrose-library  and click on “calendar”, then select November. Find the 
23rd and click on the underlined event to register. If you have problems with  
registering, let Sandy know so she can register for you. 
 
Monday, November 25th, 8pm: RSVP for Potluck Thanksgiving Dinner!  
Please let the Coopers know if you are coming to 
their Pot Luck Thanksgiving Dinner on Thursday, 
November 28th, and what you will be bringing. By 
telling them what you will be bringing, we won't end 
up with bowls and bowls of String Bean Casserole. 
Coordination will be happily provided. :-) Email Chris 
at Shedonist@cooperplace.net or call 719-418-6073. 
 
Wednesday, November 27th, 8pm: RSVP for USS on Saturday. Contact Al at 
alackerson@msn.com or call 465-3747 to have him save a seat at the table for 
you! 
 
Thursday, November 28th, 2pm: Potluck Thanksgiving Dinner! Happy Turkey 
Day! Chris and George Cooper are hosting a Pot Luck Thanksgiving Dinner 
event at 2pm. Dinner will be at 3pm. The Coopers will provide the turkey, 
dressing, apple cider, soda, and water. Guests provide an appetizer, side dish 
or dessert and a beverage if they want something other than what the Coopers 
are providing. Entertainment available is a big screen TV for watching football, 
TV with Roku for watching streaming video, DVDs/VCR movies, games, and, of 
course, thought provoking conversation. Address is 1105 Bowstring Road, 
Monument. Please RSVP by Monday, November25th! 
 
Saturday, November 30th, 6:30pm: Ultimate Saturday Supper!   “We are Japa-
nese if you please” (1980 Vapors song)!  Yes, we’re turning Japanese in No-
vember.  It’s off to the Musashi Restaurant, 
named after a famous Samurai warrior.  This 
type of Japanese cooking is called Teppan-Yaki, 
and, yes, it’s cooked right there in front of you!  
And sushi for Supreme Mensan Sandy!  How 
cool is that?  They offer seafood, beef, and 
chicken dishes (sadly, I can find no pork on 
their menu—sorry), and they’re located at 
1765 N. Academy Blvd.  Reservations, please, 
for this one to alackerson@msn.com. 
 
 
 

Future Events 
Advance Notice: Tuesday, December 3rd, 8pm:  Last day to RSVP for the 

Plains & Peaks Mensa Holiday Party!  RSVP to Sandy, 528-5483 or mandshal-

by@comcast.net. 

 
Friday, December 6th, 5pm: Give Into Beer Pressure! Join us for the Decem-
ber “Give In To Beer Pressure” at Colorado Mountain Brewery (Interquest 
Marketplace) at 1110 Interquest Parkway in Colorado Springs (Interquest and 
I-25),http://www.cmbrew.com/. One of the more established and respected 
breweries in town, they even recently got a glowing review from Chef Gordon 
Ramsay! And a note – we’ll be visiting different establishments each month for 
this event – so if you’ve heard of a good brew-pub or happy hour bar in the 
local area, please let Sean know. He can be reached by 
email: sean.mccormick.us@member.mensa.org, by cell phone: (719) 651-
6706, Skype: mr.mccormick, or on twitter: @plainspeaksgcc.  
 

Friday, November 1st, 5pm:  Give Into Beer Pressure! Join us for the November 
“Give In To Beer Pressure” at the Red Leg Brewing Company at 4630 Forge 
Road in Colorado Springs (off Garden of the Gods between I-25 and Centenni-
al), www.redlegbrewingco.com. They have a 15 barrel two-vessel system that 
can produce 150 gallons of craft beer every day (along with 4 fermenters).  

Let’s make sure we help them consume some of that good 
brew!!  And a note – we’ll be visiting different establish-
ments each month for this event – so if you’ve heard of a 
good brew-pub or happy hour bar in the local area, please 
let Sean know. He can be reached by email: 
sean.mccormick.us@member.mensa.org, by cell phone: 
(719) 651-6706, Skype: mr.mccormick, or on twitter: 
@plainspeaksgcc.  

Advance notice about February GITBP. This event will be held at the McCor-
mick home, and stocked entirely with Sean's home brew. If there are any other 
brewers in the local group who would like to share their wares, please begin 
planning now to have it ready.  
 
Thursday, November 7th, 11:30am: ExComm Meeting and Lunch! Let’s meet 
up at Jun’s Japanese for some lunch-time sushi and business!!  We’ll be at the 
east Jun’s, 1760 Dublin Blvd. For a quick look at the menu, visit: 
www.onebigblob.com/Jun-Japanese-Restaurant/jun-japanese-home-page  
Remember, all Mensa members and guests are invited to this event! 
 
Sunday, November 10th, 4pm: Jack Quinn’s Irish Sessiun.  Let’s meet up at Jack 
Quinn’s and enjoy the traditional Irish music featured during their Sunday 
Sessiun (Irish Jam Session) before heading around the corner to Kimball’s for 
the movie.  Jack Quinn’s is at 21 South Tejon.   
 
Sunday, November 10th, 4:45 pm: Kimball’s Peak Three Movie! Join some of 
your fellow Mensans at Kimball’s, which is a downtown 
(Pikes Peak and Tejon) first run movie theater showing 
“the very best of current independent and foreign 
films.” The plan is to meet at 4:45, have a drink in Kim-
ball’s full service bar, select a movie to attend together 
(or not!!), and then afterwards, have another drink 
and/or dinner and discuss the movie. We’ll be taking a 
chance on what Kimball’s is showing on this date - but 
you never know!  Could be the best movie you’ve ever seen!! 
 
Tuesday, November 12th, 7:30pm: Trivial Pursuits!  We’re playing Showdown, 
a 6-stage trivia contest featuring a wide variety of topics at TGIF’s, 7061 Com-
merce Center Drive (I-25 and Woodman). Plus we’re drinking some adult bever-

ages (if you want to) and noshing on some 
pretty good food. The game starts at 8, but if 
you want a game player you probably should 
get there earlier! 

 
Friday, November 15th, 5pm: Mid-Month Happy Hour. Join us at the Adam's 
Apple for a few convivial drinks. Last month we had 8 folks show up to lift a 
glass with their Mensa friends. Adam's Apple, a Mensa-owned establishment, is 
at 3302 Austin Bluffs Pky. 
 
Sunday, November 17th, 1pm: Scrabble®!  Meet at 
Sandy’s house, 6066 Del Rey Drive (near Flintridge and 
Dublin, call 528-5483 or email mandshalby@comcast.net 
for directions) for an afternoon of just-for-fun Scrabble®.  
Sodas, wine and snacks provided.  Adults only, please!  
Allergy alert – cats and dogs! 
 
Saturday, November 23rd, 1:30pm: Main Monthly Meeting. Stories from Ar-
lington National Cemetery. Let’s meet up at the Penrose Library to hear the 
stories of those buried at Arlington National Cemetery, presented by Tom 
Tudor, former guard at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. Some of the remark-
able stories told will include Dashiell Hammett, Ludwig Bemelmens, Thomas 

PlainsPeaking 

November Events 

Page 6 

http://www.tomtudorspeaks.com/index.html
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
     

 

1 

5:00 PM 

Give Into 

Beer Pressure @ 

Red Leg Brewing  

Company 

2 

 

3 

 

 

4 5 

 

6 7 

11;30 AM 

ExComm 

Meeting/Lunch 

@  

Jun’s Japanese 

8 

 

9    

 

 

10 

4:00 PM 

Jack Quinn’s 

Irish Sessiun 

 

4:45 PM 

Kimball’s  

Peak 3 Movie 

11 12 

 

7:30 PM 

Trivial Pursuits 

@ TGIF’s 

13 

 

14 

 

15 

 

5:00 PM 

Mid-month 

Happy Hour 

@ Adam’s Apple 

 

 

16 

 

17 

1:00 PM 

Scrabble® 

@ Sandy’s 

18 19 20 

 

21 

 

 

22 23 

6:30 PM 

Main Monthly 

Meeting @ 

Penrose Library 

24 25 

8:00 PM 

RSVP for 

Potluck 

Thanksgiving 

 Dinner 

26 27 

8:00 PM 

RSVP for 

Ultimate Saturday 

Supper 

28 

2:00 PM 

Potluck 

Thanksgiving  

Dinner  

@ Cooper’s 

29 

 

30 

6:30 PM 

USS @ 

Musashi 

Restaurant 

November 

Judy Sikes  November 1 
Teresa Head November 7 
George Cooper November 8 
Hilarie M Wiley November 15 
Marcia M Carroll November 21 
Blanton Combs November 21 
William T Jones Jr November 30 
 

NOTE:  If your birthday isn’t here, it’s 
because that information is marked 
“non-releasable” on our rosters.  To 
check your personal information re-
lease status, please contact American 
Mensa (1-800-66-MENSA) or go to 
www.us.mensa.org and under Mem-
ber Resources, select the PDQ section. 

Birthdays 
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Advance Notice: Saturday, December 7th, HOLIDAY GALA PARTY! 5pm Cock-
tails, 6:30pm Dinner:  We’ll be getting together on Saturday, the 7th of Decem-
ber, to celebrate the holiday season, our friendships and our unique Mensa 
camaraderie. Our annual gala, featuring dinner, door prizes, White Elephant 
Gift Exchange, and a generally all-around GREAT time will be at the historic 
Stagecoach Inn in Manitou Springs. We’ll be meeting for cocktails (pay-as-you-
go) at 5:00 pm, with dinner at 6:30 pm.  See more details in this issue of your 
PlainsPeaking newsletter. 
 
Advance Notice: Thursday, January 30th – Tuesday, 
Feb 4th, Ski SIG 2014! In conjunction with the Ski SIG 
weekend, the Coopers are organizing a trip to Avon, 
Colorado, for a weekend of fun, skiing and Super Bowl 
watching. Who knows? The way the Broncos are play-
ing, they just might be in the Super Bowl. How great 
would that be? Bring your Broncos paraphernalia if 
they're playing. George skis; Chris reads by the fire-
place. Chris and George have not made final plans as 
yet as to when they are driving up (either Thursday or 
Friday) but they are going. They will be leaving for home on Monday, the 3rd 
of February. Want to come, too? See below and let the Coopers know your 
coming so they will look for you. Car pooling may be available if they 
know sooner rather than later. Email Chris at Shedonist@cooperplace.net or 
call 719-418-6073. 

 
Here’s from the Ski SIG:  "Come and ski the dream at Beaver Creek and Vail, 
Colorado, over Super Bowl weekend. Rub elbows with society’s elite and then 
join in for Mensa caliber apres-ski. Registration for 5 
days of Apres-Ski is $70. No meals included. We’ll be 
staying at the Comfort Inn Vail/Beaver Creek (161 W. 
Beaver Creek Blvd, Avon, CO 81620, 970-949-5511). 
Room rates are $110 Q, $115 K, and are guaranteed 
through Dec. 31; use code: "Ski SIG of American Men-
sa". To register for the Ski SIG, complete the form 
at ski.us.mensa.org. For more information, contact Joel 
Schneider at Avon2014@skisig.us.mensa.org or  
408-910-0522. 
 

http://www.us.mensa.org
mailto:Shedonist@cooperplace.net
http://ski.us.mensa.org/
mailto:Avon2014@skisig.us.mensa.org
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PlainsPeaking is published monthly by Plains and Peaks Mensa Editor, 1061 

Hummingbird Ct, Colorado Springs, CO  80921-5696. All material within 

is copyright©2013 by Plains & Peaks Mensa, except where otherwise indi-

cated. Masthead photo copyrighted 2009 by Betsy Ogan. Subscriptions are 

$6.00 (12 monthly issues) for non-Mensans and for Mensans who are not 
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Editorial Policy: We (deliriously) welcome your letters, articles, poems, 

artwork, and puzzles. Items submitted to PlainsPeaking should be the 

ORIGINAL work of the author, and should be emailed if possible. If 

previously published, please include where and when. MS Word , RTF, 

and plain text formats are especially encouraged for articles, JPG or GIF 

for artwork. Equations should be typeset with MS Equation Editor. Type-

written work signed by the author and submitted by surface mail is also 

welcome. Handwritten items may be accepted, but we cannot guarantee 

accuracy in publication. The editor’s e-mail address is Bogan54@aol.com. 

Please check with the editor about other acceptable media and formats. 

Artwork will be reproduced as black and white or grayscale (drawings or 

photographs). The Editor reserves the right to refuse to publish submitted 

material and to edit as necessary.  

 

Note to Contributors: By contributing material to Plains and Peaks Men-

sa, you are giving permission for your material to be published in both the 

newsletter and the web-based newsletter archives. You MAY withhold 

your name, email address, or any other address from the web-based ver-

sion; simply request this from the Editor. Other Mensa publications may 

reprint PlainsPeaking material if the author/artist and PlainsPeaking are 

credited and the material is not individually copyrighted. Letters (and 

letter-like emails)  to the Editor will be considered for publication unless 

the author specifically requests otherwise.  

 

Note to Reprinting Editors: a courtesy copy indicating the material re-

printed would be greatly appreciated. To: PlainsPeaking Editor, 1061 Hum-

mingbird Ct, Colorado Springs, CO  80921-5696 




