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Hello, fellow Plains & Peaks Men-
sans! I’m happy to report to all of 
you that Robin, who’s been a valu-
able member of our group for several 
years, has returned to Colorado after 
a tour of duty in Afghanistan. Wel-
come home, Robin! We’ll look for-
ward to wine tastings and lunches 
and hearing about your experiences! 
 
All is going fine at the Halby house. 
Rent-A-Mike is getting more and 
more into bee swarm removal – and 
this has been a banner year for bee 
swarms. All this rain has been great 
for the plants and bees, and many 
beehives have became overpopu-
lated and subsequently swarmed!  
Most of the bees Mike and other 
members of the Pikes Peak Beekeep-
ers Association collect go to other 
club members, who re-hive the bees. 
They care for them during the winter 
and hopefully can harvest some 
honey next fall. We’re expecting a 
bumper crop of honey this fall from 
our hive in the backyard – just hope 
it tastes good. Backyard hobby bee-
keeper honey is made from whatever 
the bees forage on, unlike varietal 
honey which is made from a single 
crop like clover or alfalfa. Our honey 
usually has a floral quality, which is 
not unexpected since we live in a 
suburban neighborhood.   
 
Now, on to Mensa…Our September 
Main Monthly Meeting will feature a 
guest speaker, Sally Lincoln, who is a 

LocSec News                                                                  by Sandy Halby 
professional portraitist.  Ms. Lincoln 
has had some experiences recently in 
a Kenyan refugee camp and she is 
going to share what she learned and 
show us some of her portraits of 
those people in transition.  Please 
join us for what promises to be an 
enlightening evening.  
 
Also coming up in September, we’ll 
have our usual events – ExComm 
Meeting and Dinner, Trivia Night, USS 
(Ultimate Saturday Supper), along 
with a Texas Hold’em Tournament, 
hosted by Dave and Jen (Thanks, 
guys!), and our monthly Mensa Mix 
and Mingle night.  Unfortunately our 
non-annual Cripple Creek RG origi-
nally scheduled for September will 
have to be postponed to another 
date (or year?)!  But, if you want 
some stimulating conversation and a 
chance to meet some new people – 
check out a Mensa event in Septem-
ber!! 
Questions for you, fellow Mensans … 
is anyone out there interested in 
forming a team for “Geeks Who 
Drink” or setting up a “Brains versus 
Bikers” trivia contest at a local biker 
bar??  Or, just a reminder note, if 
you’re interested in Scrabble, there is 
a local Scrabble club now that has 
become quite well established. 
 
As always, if you have an idea or 
topic for a Mensa meeting, or know 
that interesting someone who might 
speak to our group, let me know.  We 
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can set it up!   
 
All for now – and don’t forget to 
check out our web-site at 
www.plainsandpeaksmensa.org – it’s 
an award-winner again – thanks to 
Windy!  And big thanks to Betsy, too, 
our great newsletter editor!!! 
 
 
Hope to see YOU soon at a Plains & 
Peaks Mensa event!!  
 
 

~ Sandy  
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WHERE THE TRAILS BEGIN in Kansas City MO 
I’m excited about meeting many of you at our Regional 
Gathering over Labor Day weekend, not to mention the 
homemade cookie contest and Saturday night BBQ.  Last 
minute registration is still available.   

Register today!  September 4 to September 6 (Labor Day 
weekend) ά²ƘŜǊŜ ¢ƘŜ ¢Ǌŀƛƭǎ .ŜƎƛƴέ ƛƴ Yŀƴǎŀǎ /ƛǘȅ ah at 
the Howard Johnsons ($59 night, code CGMAM, call 
816/268/1600).  Registration is $70.  Carol Philo has info at 
cphilo@kc.rr.com.  A weekend of fun and excellent pro-
grams including the winner of the National Spelling Bee as 
Keynote speaker!   See you there! 

 
WELCOME NEW OFFICERS! 
Volunteers are the lifeblood of Mensa and HAPPY Volun-
teers are the key to a successful group!  A big THANK YOU 
to all our new Mensa Officers: 
 
MICHELLE BALLINGER, new Testing Coordinator for High 
Mountain Mensa. 
JAMES BLANCHARD, new Treasurer for Lincoln Mensa 
MARIE WOOLDRIDGE and CRAIG THIGHE, new Proctors 
for Denver Mensa 
ED SCHREIBER, new Proctor-in-Training for Denver Mensa. 
 
WE ARE YOUNGER AND BETTER! 
A whopping 94% of our new Region 7 Mensa members are 
under the age of 48!  And 71% are male.   

RV-7 Highlights                                             by Peggy Pannke-Smith 

RVC7@us.mensa.org 
Regional Vice Chair 

Heartland Region 7  

FREE MENSA REVIEW 
During September, anyone submitting a GMAT score of 
95% or higher will get a FREE review by Mensa.  No need 
to take a proctored test.  Tell your smart friends.  Visit 
www.us.mensa.org for information. 
 

 
 
LΩŘ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳΗ  /ƻƴǘŀŎǘ ƳŜ ŀǘ 

RVC7@us.mensa.org. 

Plains and Peaks Mensa Officers 
 

Sandy Halby (LocSec/President) 

6066 Del Rey Dr, COS 80918 

719-528-5483 

mandshalby@comcast.net 
 

Jennifer Browning (2nd Vice Pres. for Membership) 

2034 Devon St, COS 80909 

719-591-0189 

JennyReal@aol.com 
 

Connor Baker  (Treasurer) 

PO Box 50602 

Colorado Springs CO 80949-602 

(719) 219-9703 

connor.baker@usa.net 

 

Betsy Ogan (PlainsPeaking Editor) 

1061 Hummingbird Ct, COS 80921 

719-481-1199 

Bogan54@aol.com 
 

Windy Haddad (Webmaster)  

1465 Stella Dr. COS 80921  

719-201-4743  

windy@windyhaddad.com  
 

Al Ackerson (Past President) 

3627 Hayman Court, COS 80910 

719-635-4910 

Alackerson@msn.com 
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PEP RALLY CONTEST WINNING ENTRIES  

REGION 10 
Southwest 7 South Florida 
10-339 
Yvonne Ricard 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

REGION 9 
Tucson 
09-857 

Laura Tallent 
 

 
 
 
(tie) 
Christine Goforth 
 
 
 

 
 

REGION 8 
Western Washington 

08-980 
Sarah Wyatt 

 

REGION 7 
Mid-America 

07-640 
Warren Walker 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
REGION 6 
South Texas 
06-780 
Brook Carey 

 
 

REGION 5 
North Alabama 
05-356 
Cristina H Hinkle 
 

 

 

 
 
 

REGION 4 
Minnesota 

04-550 
Jan Gmur 

 

 

 
REGION 3 
Dayton 
03-450 
Marianne A Kane 
 

 

 
REGION 2 

Central PA 
02-170 

Carol Hartman 
 

 

REGION 1 
Vermont 
01-050 

Clair Natola 
 

Newsletters often late 
Officers and members sore; 
We need to animate, 
Build a strong core; 
²ƻƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ƘŜƭǇ ŦŀǘΚ 
LǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŎǊȅ ƻǳǘ ŦƻǊ! 

άMy local group needs a PEP Rally because 
this bunch of old Paunchy Villas needs to get 
ǳǇ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōǳǊǊƻǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŀƴŎŜ ŀ ōƛǘΦέ 

άΧ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ƻƭŘŜǊ ƳŜƳπ
bers who need more pep in their 
lives.  We younger members just 
ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŦǳƴΗέ 

άΧ ŀǎ ŀ Ŏŀǘŀƭȅǎǘ ǘƻ ƻǾŜǊŎƻƳŜ ƻǳǊ 
case of the Seattle Freeze, a/k/a 
ǘƘŜ bƛŎŜ ¢Ƙŀǘ DƻŜǎ bƻǿƘŜǊŜΦέ 

άΧƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƛǎ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ 
the BRAC* and will grow significantly.  
We need to revitalize our membership 
ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƴŜǿΣ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΦέ 
 

*BRAC = base realignment and closure 

ά200+ new members including GenX 

and GenY.  We need to encourage 
them plus inactive members to in-
crease participation for a sense of 
άōŜƭƻƴƎƛƴƎέ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴŎŜΦέ 

άLǘΩǎ ŀ ǎƘŀƳŜ 
This is so lame 
But a LocSec clueless 
Is like a foot shoel3ss 
An LD Retreat 
CƻǊ 5!a ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǎǿŜŜǘΦέ 

άΧ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǊŜŎǊǳƛǘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ 
(ages 22-40) for leadership positions.  Our 
older members have retired from active 
ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΦ  ²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ ȅƻǳƴƎ ƛŘŜŀǎ ŀƴŘ ŜƴŜǊƎȅΦέ 

άAlien abductions decreasing volunteers 
Ghosts observed at board meetings 
wƛǇ ƛƴ ŦŀōǊƛŎ ƻŦ ǎǇŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƛƳŜ ǎǳŎƪƛƴƎ {LDΩǎ ƛƴǘƻ 
alternate dimension 
Emotionless robots replacing membersΦέ 

άΧ t9t wŀƭƭȅ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ƛǎ ǾƛǾŀŎƛƻǳǎ 
and contagious as we pass it on to 
ƎǊƻǿ ƴŜǿ aŜƴǎŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΗέ 

ñAs did the phoenix 

Vermont Mensa from ashes 

Rose to fly again. 

 

With new leadership  

Energized by a Rally 

Weôll truly shine!ò 
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Saturday, Sep 19thΣ сΥлл ǇƳΥ  ¢ŜȄŀǎ IƻƭŘΩŜƳ tƻƪŜǊ 
Night.  YOU MUST HAVE RESERVATIONS FOR THIS EVENT!  
Dave & Jen will host a Texas Hold 'em "tournament."  Be-
ginners are welcome.  Snacks and diet sodas will be pro-
vided.  Bring your own drinks if you want something else.  
There will be a dealer's choice table available for those 
who want to continue playing poker after they get elimi-
nated from the tourney.  Allergy alert – friendly cats. 
 
Thursday, Sep 24th, 8:00 pm:  Reservations for Ultimate 
Saturday Supper!!  Call Al at 635 4̀910 or e-mail him at 
alackerson@msn.com  to let him know to expect you at 
Café El Paso on Saturday! 
 
Saturday, Sep 26th, 6:30 pm:  Ultimate Saturday Supper 
at Cafe El Paso!  Wander with us to 3840 N. Nevada for 
the "best of El Paso, Texas" with made-from-scratch in-
gredients.  The Cafe El Paso features regional sauces, 
marinated beef dishes, and Mexican and traditional 
brunch.  Voted Best Mexican Food and more by the Inde-
pendent.  Average price is $10.  Please let Al know you’ll 
be there!! 
 
Advance Notice:  Wednesday, Oct 7th, 6:30 pm:  Ex-
Comm Meeting and Dinner:  The Firehouse Southern 
Style BBQ.  Join us for a short business meeting and then 
dinner at the Firehouse Southern Style BBQ, 817 W 
Colorado Avenue.  As always, all members and their 
guests are welcome to attend this event. 

Thursday, September 10th, 6:30 pm:  ExComm Meeting 
and Dinner.  The September ExComm Meeting and Dinner 
will be at the Mucky Duck in Green Mountain Falls, 10530 
Ute Pass Avenue.  As always, all members and their guests 
are welcome to attend this event.  Please let Sandy know 
if you will be there (Ph: 528-5483, e-mail mand-
shalby@comcast.net 
 
Saturday, Sept 12th, 6:30 pm:  Main Monthly Meeting 
featuring guest speaker Sally Lincoln.  Ms. Lincoln, a pro-
fessional portraitist, was recently in Kenya, where she was 
painting portraits of people in transition in refugee camps 
located in northwest Kenya.  She was the only non-
refugee in the camps and she’d like to share her observa-
tions with us as well as her impressions of these displaced 
persons from different tribes and regions. We’ll be meet-
ing at Sandy’s house, 6066 Del Rey Drive (near Flintridge 
and Dublin) in Colorado Springs.  Wine, beer, soda and 
snacks provided, and you can bring a snack dish to share.  
For directions, call 528-5483 or email mand-
shalby@comcast.net 
 
Tuesday, Sept 15th, 6:00 pm:  Trivia at TGI Fridays!  We’re 
playing NTN Buzztime Trivia at T.G.I. Friday's, 7061 Com-
merce Center Drive (I-25 and Woodman).  Good eats, 
good prices, and plenty of TVs to look at and control boxes 
to play with.  Look for a Mensa “M” flag at a table in the 
bar and join us for a fast paced Trivia round! 
 
Thursday, Sept 17th, 8:00 pm:  Reservations for Texas 
Hold 'em due!!  Call Dave and Jen at 442-6451 for RSVP, 
directions, and other specifics about this event!   
 
Friday, Sep 18th, 6:30 ς 9:00 pm:  Mensa Mix and Mingle!  
Married, single, Gen-X, new member, long time member, 
Hell’s M, shy, outgoing, whatever – you’re all invited to 
Sandy’s house!!  Come out and meet some fellow Men-
sans - if you’ve not been to a Mensa event, this is the one 
you need to attend to break the ice!  Guests are welcome, 
so if you’d like to bring a friend or spouse with you, please 
do so!  Snacks, sodas, wine and beer will be provided.  
Bring your own drinks or if you want something else.  
Adults only, please.  Allergy alert – cats and dogs.   Sandy 
lives at 6066 Del Rey Drive (near Flintridge and Dublin) in 
Colorado Springs.  For directions, call 528-5483 or email 
mandshalby@comcast.net. 
 

September Events 
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WELCOME: 
David Fincher, a new Mensan.  Hello, David!  Welcome to 
our group! 
 
WELCOME BACK: 
Robin Ann Doran, who never really left our group!  Wel-
come back from Afghanistan.  We’re so glad you’re home 
safe and sound!!   
 
Bill Bannister, Kenneth Siegenthaler, Nancie E Sawyer, 
Damon Alan Smithwick, all who are rejoining our group.  
Hello, again … one and all! 

Welcome and Farewell 

mailto:alackerson@msn.com
mailto:mandshalby@comcast.net
mailto:mandshalby@comcast.net
mailto:mandshalby@comcast.net
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September 2009 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat  

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10  

6:30 PM  

ExComm @ 

Mucky Duck  

11  12  

6:30 PM  

MMM  

Sally Lincoln  

guest speaker  

13  14  15  

 

6:00 PM  

Trivia @ TGIF  

16  17  

8:00 PM  

Reservations 

due for Texas 

Hold ôEm 

18  

6:30 PM  

Mensa Mix  

& Mingle  

19  

6:00 PM  

Texas  

Hold ôEm 

20  21  22  23  24  

8:00 PM  

Reservations 

due for USS  

25  26  

6:30 PM  

USS @  

Café El Paso  

27  28  29  30     

George Proeller  September 2 
Stanley Palmer  September 6 
Mary Moran  September 9 
Nancy L Freeman September 10 
Julia Rogers Allen September 12 
Larry Lukenbill  September 14 
Joseph W Davidson III September 15 
Deborah Smith  September 16 
Sandy Halby  September 17 
 
NOTE:  If you donõt see your birthday posted here, itõs probably 
because that information (and perhaps more) is marked ònon-
releasableó on our rosters.  If youõd like to check on your per-
sonal information release status, please contact American 
Mensa (1-800-66-MENSA) or go to www.us.mensa.org and 
under Member resources, select the PDQ section. 

September Birthdays 

 

"Jl qss bih gqkr ju bih Nujbha Rbqbhr mhkh fsqgha hua  

 

be hua, jb mensa fkewqwsc wh Sqwek Aqc Mhhthua."   

 

~Aeny Sqkreu 

Cryptogram 
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Mensa® is an international organization made up of people who have 

scored in the top 2% on standardized IQ tests. Mensa is non-profit and 

has no political or religious affiliations. The purpose of Mensa is to 

serve as a means of communication for its members and to foster in-

telligence. PlainsPeaking is the official publication of Plains & Peaks 

Mensa (#808). Mensa itself has no opinions; any opinions expressed in 

PlainsPeaking, if not otherwise designated, are those of the individual 

contributor or of the editor. The appearance of any paid advertise-

ment, should such an unlikely event occur, in PlainsPeaking does NOT 

imply any endorsement of products, services, or anything else men-

tioned in said ad by either Plains & Peaks Mensa, PlainsPeaking, Ameri-

can Mensa, Ltd., or Mensa International. Mensa® is registered at the 

U.S. Patent Office as the collective mark of an international member-

ship organization. 

 

PlainsPeaking is published monthly by Plains and Peaks Mensa Editor, 

1061 Hummingbird Ct, Colorado Springs, CO  80921-5696. All material 

within is copyright ©2007 by Plains & Peaks Mensa, except where 

otherwise indicated. Subscriptions are $6.00 (12 monthly issues) for 

non-Mensans and for Mensans who are not members of the P&P local 

group. Single issues are available on a first-come, first-served basis at 

no charge (but please include SASE). 

 

Editorial Policy: We (deliriously) welcome your letters, articles, poems, 

artwork, and puzzles. Items submitted to PlainsPeaking should be the 

ORIGINAL work of the author, and should be emailed if possible. If 

PlainsPeaking  
AMERICAN MENSA LTD. 

229 CORPORATE DRIVE WEST 

ARLINGTON, TX 76006-6103 

 

POSTMASTER: ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

previously published, please include where and when. Word 2000, 

RTF, and plain text formats are especially encouraged for articles, JPG 

or GIF for artwork. Equations should be typeset with MS Equation 

Editor. Typewritten work signed by the author and submitted by sur-

face mail is also welcome. Handwritten items may be accepted, but 

we cannot guarantee accuracy in publication. The editor’s e-mail ad-

dress is Bogan54@aol.com. Please check with the editor about other 

acceptable media and formats. Artwork will be reproduced as black 

and white or grayscale (drawings or photographs). The editor reserves 

the right to refuse to publish submitted material and to edit as neces-

sary.  

 

Note to Contributors: By contributing material to Plains and Peaks 

Mensa, you are giving permission for your material to be published in 

both the newsletter and the web-based newsletter archives. You MAY 

withhold your name, email address, or any other address from the 

web-based version; simply request this from the Editor. Other Mensa 

publications may reprint PlainsPeaking material if the author/artist 

and PlainsPeaking are credited and the material is not individually 

copyrighted. Letters (and letter-like emails)  to the Editor will be con-

sidered for publication unless the author specifically requests other-

wise.  

 

Note to Reprinting Editors: a courtesy copy indicating the material 

reprinted wold be greatly appreciated. To: PlainsPeaking Editor, 1061 

Hummingbird Ct, Colorado Springs, CO  80921-5696 


