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Hello, fellow Plains & Peaks Men-
sans!! All is going great this glorious 
fall at the Halby house. Our big Newf 
rescue dog, Kody, had his first annual 
vet check up a couple of weeks ago 
and since heõs lost so much weight, 
his health is now classed as òreally 
good.ó The weight loss even cleared 
up an eye condition Kody had when 
we got him! Kody will always have 
some deformity in his legs, since he 
was so overfed as a puppy and so 
overweight as an adult, but we 
should certainly get several more 
happy years with him! He may be a 
gentle giant, but heõs also the alpha 
dog among the three dogs.  When 
Chance, the youngest, gets a little too 
rowdy, Kody puts him in his place! 
 
Rent-A-Mike is getting his bees all 
ready for winter. We removed the 
super, which was full of honey, and 
will probably harvest that in a week 
or so. The colony is strong, so they 
should survive the winter, as long as 
they have food (stored honey) and 
their population doesnõt dwindle for 
some reason (either disease or cold). 
Weõll probably put a couple of bales 
of straw around the hive as a wind 
break, but otherwise, the bees are 
pretty much on their own! 
 
Now, on to Mensa....éOur September 
Main Monthly Meeting featured a 
guest speaker, Sally Lincoln, who 
spent some time in a Kenyan refugee 
camp painting portraits of the people 
there. Sally was an excellent speaker 
and her photos and art were amazing. 
She was originally scheduled to be at 

LocSec News                                                                  by Sandy Halby 
the refugee camp only two weeks, but 
she ended up staying much longer. 
She became very close to some of the 
people there; their stories were sim-
ply heart-wrenching. Sally is now 
looking at returning some day to that 
refugee camp and helping some of her 
friends who are still there and proba-
bly will be for many years to come.  
 
Our October Main Monthly Meeting 
is a simple event: Movie Night! We 
have a ton of movies - from John 
Wayne to romantic comedies to Sci-
Fi. Weõll throw a movie in the DVD 
player, kick back, nosh and have a 
drink (or two). Quips encouraged! 
And, if you can provide a MST3K-like 
running commentary ð all the better! 
Be sure to see our calendar for more 
details! 
 
Also coming up in October, weõll have 
our usual events ð ExComm Meeting 
and Dinner, Trivia Night, Sunday 
Scrabble, along with Poker Night, 
hosted by Dave and Jen (Thanks, 
guys!), and our monthly Mensa Mix 
and Mingle night.   
 
Would you be interested in forming a 
team for òGeeks Who Drinkó or set-
ting up a òBrains versus Bikersó trivia 
contest at a local biker bar? Are there 
any Mensa bowlers out there? Weõre 
looking to gauge the interest in these 
events ð and if you think these might 
be fun, let me know!  Also, just a re-
minder, if youõre interested in Scrab-
ble, there is a local Scrabble club now 
that has become quite well estab-
lished. 
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As always, if you have an idea or topic 
for a Mensa meeting, or know that 
interesting someone who might speak 
to our group, let me know.  We can 
set it up!   
 
All for now ð and donõt forget to 
check out  our web-si te at 
www.plainsandpeaksmensa.org ð itõs 
an award-winner again ð thanks to 
Windy!  And big thanks to Betsy, too, 
our great newsletter editor!!! 
 
Hope to see YOU soon at a Plains & 
Peaks Mensa event!! 
 

~ Sandy  

http://www.plainsandpeaks.us.mensa.org/
http://www.plainsandpeaksmensa.org
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MENSA TESTING DAY!  
Saturday October 17th is Mensa Testing Day and just about 
every Region 7 group is participating.  Great way to take 
advantage of the free materials and publicity plus get new 
members for your group!  Congratulations to all our dedi-
cated and friendly Region 7 Proctors and officers! 
 
WELCOME NEW OFFICERS! 
A warm welcome and a big THANK YOU to our newest 
Region 7 Officers: 

Charles Talmage, Proctor-in-Training for MID AMERICA 
MENSA; 
 
B.D. Softley stepped up to the plate as new Local Secretary 
for LINCOLN;  
 
Kevin McDonnell, new Ombudsman for DENVER 
MENSA; 
 
Manuael Davenport, new Proctor for DENVER MENSA; 
 
Craig Thighe, new Ombudsman for BOULDER/FRONT 
RANGE MENSA; 
 
Craig Thighe, new Proctor for BOULDER/FRONT 
RANGE MENSA. 
 
AMERICAN MENSA MEETING  
All members are warmly invited to attend the American 
Mensa board meeting on Saturday, October 24, 2009 from 
8:00 AM to 5:00 PM at the Dallas-Fort Worth Marriott 
South, 4151 Centreport, Fort Worth TX 76155.  Details are 
on the national website:  www.us.mensa.org 

RV-7 Highlights                                               by Peggy Pannke-Smith 

RVC7@us.mensa.org 
Regional Vice Chair 

Heartland Region 7  

MEMBER PRIMER ON LINE 
You HAVE visited the website, right??  If itõs been a while, 
you sign in with your member number and password, then 
click on Members (top column) and then on the 
òMember Primeró in the left-hand column.  Some of my 
favorites there are òNew Membersó, òNobodyõs Per-
fectó (isnõt that the truth!) and òHelp Your Groupó.  There 
is a LOT of information waiting for you on-line.  You 
paid your dues ð take advantage of the resources avail-
able for you! 

 

Iõd love to hear from you!  Contact me at 
RVC7@us.mensa.org. 

Plains and Peaks Mensa Officers 
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2010 AG Preview ς ! DǊƻƻǾƛƴΩ ƛƴ aƻǘƻǿƴ  
Now that the 2009 Annual Gathering is a fond memory, it 
is time to plan for AG 2010 and the celebration of North 
America Mensaõs 50th Anniversary!  You wonõt want to 
miss this joint US and Canadian Annual Gathering held in 
the beautiful border city of Dearborn, Michigan.  
 
The Dearborn Hyatt is a wonderful property, and we are 
looking forward to making the most of the 14 story atrium, 
the Bistro (where we can hold open-mike events), the 
heated pool, sauna, business-class rooms, free parking and 
amazing revolving rooftop ballroom.  The Mensa AG Rate 
is just $107 a night, almost 45% off the standard room rate. 

Here is a sneak peek at some of the plans for 2010:  
 
Speakers  
Five full speaker tracks will engage and educate you about 
all things relating to the Motor City and  nearby Canada:  
1. History in Motion 
2. Lions and Tigers and All Things Sports 
3. Politics and Borders 
4. Diverse Detroit 
5. Cadillacõs Ponchartrain (catch-all track) 
 
Donõt forget the Mensa Gold 50th Anniversary celebration, 
Kids Trek, the Annual Business Meeting or the traditional 
LDW track. There will be something for every interest.  
 
Hospitality  
The Greater Detroit area has an incredibly diverse popula-
tion with people from all over the world calling it home. 
We hope to highlight dishes from as many cultures as pos-
sible in hospitality while also serving a steady supply of 
beer, wine, soda and snacks. You can try Mexican, Middle 
Eastern, Polish and Greek foods throughout the week.  
 
Tours   
This is Motown baby! There will be a host of outside 
events, with things available for all interests and physical 

mobility levels. Here are some of the tours we are cur-
rently working on to secure for your pleasure (not yet 
guaranteed):  
1. The Henry Ford Museum and Estate 
2. The Rouge Factory Tour 
3. Motown Museum  
4. Detroit Institute of Arts (DIA) 
5. Homes of the auto barons, GM Museum,  
        Chrysler  Museum 
 
Day trips  
Interested in a day trip?  The Detroit area is within a half-
day drive for 20% of Mensans in the United States, mak-
ing the 2010 AG a great choice for an extended get-
away.  Check out some of these near-by attractions to ex-
tend your vacation:  
 

1. Macanaw Island ð 5 hours 
2. Frankenmuth ð Christmas capital of the world ð 

about 3 hours  

3. Windsor, Canada (donõt forget your passport!) ð    
just over the bridge 

4. Toronto - only 4 hours (how about taking a relax-
ing and scenic train ride there?) 

5. Riverboat cruises, professional sports, Jazz clubs, 
museums and more! 

  
We hope weõve convinced you to get in on the deal for a 6-
day, 2-country AG for only $80 before December 31st!    
Thatõs a little more 
than $13 a day for 
food, beer/wine, 
speakers and, most 
importantly, having 
2,000 of your closest 
friends all in one 
place!   
 
For more information:  
 
Join the 2010 AG Yahoo elist: http://groups.yahoo.com/
group/m-us-ag-2010/  
 
Join our Facebook group: Mensa 2010 AG  
 
Follow us on Twitter: Mensa2010AG  
 
Register today! http://ag.us.mensa.org  

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/m-us-ag-2010/
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/m-us-ag-2010/
http://ag.us.mensa.org
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tions) for an afternoon of just-for-fun Scrabble®.  Sodas, 
wine and snacks provided.  Adults only, please!  Allergy 
alert ð cats and dogs! 
 
Saturday, Oct 24th, 6:00 pm: Main Monthly Meeting: 
Movie Night! Weõll be meeting at the Halbyõs for Movie 
Night!  We can select from Sci-Fi (examples are Serenity, 
MIB, Star Trek, etc) or classic (the entire Thin Man or Basil 
Rathbone Sherlock Holmes series, or She Wore a Yellow Ribbon, 
etc), or comedy (like When Harry Met Sally or Airplane or 
Young Frankenstein), or we can check on cable for the new-
est releases! Bring your best movie quips and a snack to 
share; sodas, wine and beer will be provided. If you have a 
specific suggestion, let Sandy know!  Adults only, please. 
Allergy alert ð cats and dogs.  Sandy lives at 6066 Del Rey 
Drive (near Flintridge and Dublin) in Colorado Springs. 
For directions, call 528-5483 or  
email mandshalby@comcast.net. 
 
Advance Notice:  Tuesday, Nov 10th, 6:30 pm:  ExComm 
Meeting and Dinner at the Red Mountain Bar and Grill 
(at the Cliff House). Join us for a short business meeting 
and then dinner at the Red Mountain Bar and Grill (at the 
Cliff House), 306 Canon Avenue, Manitou Springs.  As 
always, all members and their guests are welcome to at-
tend this event. For a peak at the menu, visit:

 
 

www.thecliffhouse.com/html/RedMountain.html  

Wednesday, Oct 7th, 6:30 pm:  ExComm Meeting and 
Dinner:  The Firehouse Southern Style BBQ.  Join us for 
a short business meeting and then dinner at the Firehouse 
Southern Style BBQ, 817 W Colorado Avenue.  As always, 
all members and their guests are welcome to attend this 
event. 
 
Tuesday, Oct 13th, 6:00 pm:  Trivia at TGI Fridays!  
Weõre playing NTN Buzztime Trivia at T.G.I. Friday's, 
7061 Commerce Center Drive (I-25 and Woodman).  Good 
eats, good prices, and plenty of TVs to look at and control 
boxes to play with.  Look for a Mensa òMó flag at a table in 
the bar and join us for a fast paced Trivia round! 
 
Thursday, Oct 15th, 8:00 pm:  RSVP for Poker Night. 
Call Dave and Jen at 442-6451 (or Larry and Nancy at 
593̀ 9839) to RSVP, direction and other specifics about 
this event!  
 
Friday, Oct 16th 6:30 ð 9:00 pm:  Mensa Mix and Min-
gle!  Married, single, Gen-X, new member, long time mem-
ber, Hellõs M, shy, outgoing, whatever ð youõre all invited 
to Sandyõs house!!  Come out and meet some fellow Men-
sans - if youõve not been to a Mensa event, this is the one 
you need to attend to break the ice!  Guests are welcome, 
so if youõd like to bring a friend or spouse with you, please 
do so!  Snacks, sodas, wine and beer will be provided.  
Bring your own drinks or if you want something else.  
Adults only, please.  Allergy alert ð cats and dogs.   Sandy 
lives at 6066 Del Rey Drive (near Flintridge and Dublin) in 
Colorado Springs.  For directions, call 528-5483 or email 
mandshalby@comcast.net. 
 
Saturday, Oct 17th:  National Testing Day!  This is the 
day Mensa group across the US conduct membership test-
ing.  If you know of someone who might be interested, 
have them contact Sandy, 528-5483 or email mand-
shalby@comcast.net. 
 
Saturday, Oct 17th, 6:00 pm:  Poker Night.  Dave and Jen 
will host a Just-for-fun nickel-dime-quarter poker game at 
their house.  Beginners are welcome.  Snacks and diet so-
das will be provided.  Bring your own drinks if you want 
something else.  Adults only, please!  Allergy alert ð 
friendly dogs and cats.  If we don't have at least 5 players 
by Wednesday evening, we may cancel and go to Cripple 
Creek instead. 
 
Sunday, Oct 18th, 1:00 pm: Scrabble®!  Meet at Sandyõs 
house, 6066 Del Rey Drive (near Flintridge and Dublin, call 
528-5483 or email mandshalby@comcast.net for direc-

October Events 
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Larry Wayne Lewis October 3 
Wade R Shelton October 4 
Joy Ellen Love  October 8 
Susan Pelto  October 8 
David Syndergaard October 9 
Jennifer M Balderrama October 13 
Betsy A Ogan  October 13 
Daniel Tapio  October 14 
James Kwiecien October 15 
Steven L Neidens October 23 
Marietta Denniston October 25 
Nancy Lukenbill  October 25 
  
 
NOTE:  If you donõt see your birthday posted here, itõs probably 
because that information (and perhaps more) is marked ònon-
releasableó on our rosters.  If youõd like to check on your per-
sonal information release status, please contact American 
Mensa (1-800-66-MENSA) or go to www.us.mensa.org and 
under Member resources, select the PDQ section. 

October Birthdays 

mailto:mandshalby@comcast.net
http://www.thecliffhouse.com/html/RedMountain.html
mailto:mandshalby@comcast.net
mailto:mandshalby@comcast.net
mailto:mandshalby@comcast.net
mailto:mandshalby@comcast.net
http://www.us.mensa.org


October 2009 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat  

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 

 

7 

6:30 PM  

ExComm  

Meeting/Dinner  

@Firehouse 

Southern Style 

BBQ 

8 9 10  

11  12  13  

6:00 PM  

Trivia @ TGIF  

14  15  

8:00 PM  

RSVP for 

Poker Night  

16  

9:00 PM 

Mensa Mix 

and Mingle!    

@ Sandyõs 

17  

National  

Testing Day  

6:00 PM  

Poker Night @ 

Dave and 

Jenõs 

18  

1:00 PM  

Scrabble®  

@ Sandyõs 

19  20  21  22  23  24  

6:00 PM  

MMM  

Movie Night @ 

Sandyõs 

25  26  27  28  29  30  31  

 

"Huneyzm orcz r merezozbe.   

 

Hnmefozm ezuu r mensa." 

 

  ~    Ormnb Hnnuza 

Cryptogram 
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WELCOME: 
 
Kevin Beck, who moved here from Las Vegas, Nevada.  
Welcome to our group! 

Welcome and Farewell 



Mensa® is an international organization made up of people who have 

scored in the top 2% on standardized IQ tests. Mensa is non-profit and 

has no political or religious affiliations. The purpose of Mensa is to 

serve as a means of communication for its members and to foster in-

telligence. PlainsPeaking is the official publication of Plains & Peaks 

Mensa (#808). Mensa itself has no opinions; any opinions expressed in 

PlainsPeaking, if not otherwise designated, are those of the individual 

contributor or of the editor. The appearance of any paid advertise-

ment, should such an unlikely event occur, in PlainsPeaking does NOT 

imply any endorsement of products, services, or anything else men-

tioned in said ad by either Plains & Peaks Mensa, PlainsPeaking, Ameri-

can Mensa, Ltd., or Mensa International. Mensa® is registered at the 

U.S. Patent Office as the collective mark of an international member-

ship organization. 

 

PlainsPeaking is published monthly by Plains and Peaks Mensa Editor, 

1061 Hummingbird Ct, Colorado Springs, CO  80921-5696. All material 

within is copyright ©2007 by Plains & Peaks Mensa, except where 

otherwise indicated. Subscriptions are $6.00 (12 monthly issues) for 

non-Mensans and for Mensans who are not members of the P&P local 

group. Single issues are available on a first-come, first-served basis at 

no charge (but please include SASE). 

 

Editorial Policy: We (deliriously) welcome your letters, articles, poems, 

artwork, and puzzles. Items submitted to PlainsPeaking should be the 

ORIGINAL work of the author, and should be emailed if possible. If 

PlainsPeaking  
AMERICAN MENSA LTD. 

229 CORPORATE DRIVE WEST 

ARLINGTON, TX 76006-6103 

 

POSTMASTER: ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

previously published, please include where and when. Word 2000, 

RTF, and plain text formats are especially encouraged for articles, JPG 

or GIF for artwork. Equations should be typeset with MS Equation 

Editor. Typewritten work signed by the author and submitted by sur-

face mail is also welcome. Handwritten items may be accepted, but 

ǿŜ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ƎǳŀǊŀƴǘŜŜ ŀŎŎǳǊŀŎȅ ƛƴ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ŜŘƛǘƻǊΩǎ Ŝ-mail ad-

dress is Bogan54@aol.com. Please check with the editor about other 

acceptable media and formats. Artwork will be reproduced as black 

and white or grayscale (drawings or photographs). The editor reserves 

the right to refuse to publish submitted material and to edit as neces-

sary.  

 

Note to Contributors: By contributing material to Plains and Peaks 

Mensa, you are giving permission for your material to be published in 

both the newsletter and the web-based newsletter archives. You MAY 

withhold your name, email address, or any other address from the 

web-based version; simply request this from the Editor. Other Mensa 

publications may reprint PlainsPeaking material if the author/artist 

and PlainsPeaking are credited and the material is not individually 

copyrighted. Letters (and letter-like emails)  to the Editor will be con-

sidered for publication unless the author specifically requests other-

wise.  

 

Note to Reprinting Editors: a courtesy copy indicating the material 

reprinted wold be greatly appreciated. To: PlainsPeaking Editor, 1061 

Hummingbird Ct, Colorado Springs, CO  80921-5696 


