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LocSec News

Hello, fellow Plains & Peaks Men-
sans! Big thanks to everybody who
came to the MMMMMM (Main
Monthly Meeting Mensa Mix &
Mingle) in April! The turnout was so
good — we're doing it again in May!
About 15 Mensans congregated at my
house - we drank some wine and
beer, noshed and chatted it up! Jen
brought some of her “experi-mead”
for us to taste, but we all came to the
conclusion that the “experi-mead”
might not be drinkable yet. Jen’s go-
ing to let it age for a while longer to
see if it improves!

The May Mensa Mix & Mingle will
be in addition to our usual monthly
events — Main Monthly Meeting (see
below), Trivia Night, USS, ExComm
Dinner and Meeting, and Scrabble®.
I hope I get to stay for the whole
Scrabble event this next time - at the
one in April, we had just started play-
ing and I got called to work!

The May Main Monthly Meeting will
be a trip out past Peyton (east of
Colorado Springs) to link up with the
Colorado Springs Rocket Club
(COSROCS). They will be holding
their regular bimonthly launch event
along with the “May Mania” model
rocket competition.  These folks
launch some serious rockets - check
out the photos and videos on their
web-site at www.cosrocs.org -
amazing! Some of these rockets are
over 6 feet tall - I can’t imagine how
high they go, but COSROCS advises
adherence to the Federal Aviation
Regulations covering large model

rockets! This will be a great event for
families and kids - look for me at that

event in my Mensa baseball hat!

If you've got Facebook, consider join-
ing the Plains & Peaks Mensa Face-
book group. It’'s a closed group so
only members of our local Mensa
group can join (search for Plains &
Peaks). I'm not sure yet how we’ll use
Facebook for our group and if you
have any suggestions, please let me
know. You can find me on Facebook
under Sandra Halby.

All for now - I'll get this and all my
newsletter stuff off to Betsy, our fan-
tastic newsletter editor. And, don’t
forget to check out our web-site at
www.plainsandpeaksmensa.org - it’s
an award-winner - thanks to Windy!

And, thanks, everybody, for making
our group so successful. Hope to see
YOU soon at a Plains & Peaks Mensa
event!!

~ Sandy

by Sandy Halby
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RV-7 Highlights

RVC7@us.mensa.org
Regional Vice Chair

Heartland Region 7

Looking for a Great (Cheap!) Vacation?

The Mensa annual convention (our 5 day “Annual Gather-
ing”) is in Pittsburgh this year from July 1 to July 5, 2009.
For $95, (a $500 value!) you'll get 5 days of great programs
plus hospitality, snacks and the chance to meet over 1,035
people from around the country who have already regis-
tered. Marriott City Center has singles or doubles for $89
per night (usually over $200 per night!). Dozens of terrific
programs include the Mr. Mensa Contest, Radio & Public
Broadcasting, Reversing Aging, Roadside Attractions and
as seen on the CBS Sunday Morning program, our Speed
Talking program. Visit www.us.mensa.org and click on
Annual Gathering for all the info.

Welcome New Volunteer Officers!

Welcome to RHONDA JOHNSTON, new Proctor Coordi-
nator for Mid-American Mensa, now up to 738 members!
Welcome to EUGENE NOBLE, new Treasurer for South
Dakota Mensa and VERA LOUISE PFEIFFER, new Proc-
tor Coordinator for Denver! You are all much appreciated!

o

by Peggy Pannke-Smith

Congratulations to Region 7 — As of March 31%, we now
have a whopping 3,076 members! In the “so close I can
smell it” department, we have 4 groups at ALMOST 100
members each: HIGH MOUNTAIN MENSA (97), LIN-
COLN MENSA (97), SOUTH DAKOTA MENSA (96) and
NORTH DAKOTA MENSA (96). We'll keep you posted
on which group makes the triple digits first! Another
close race is between PLAINS & PEAKS (184) and BOUL-
DER/FRONT RANGE (183). The three Big Dogs are
DENVER winning the Gold with 819 members; MID-
AMERICA MENSA with 738 and coming up fast from
behind is CENTRAL IOWA MENSA with 220!

A warm pat on the back to all the happy officers, board
members and volunteers who make Region 7 so great!

I'd love to hear from you! Contact me at
RVC7@us.mensa.org.

Mensa Admissions and
Proctor Announcements

In response to tough economic times, American Mensa
will be rolling back the prior evidence review fee ($40) to
the 1999 pricing ($25) from now until June 30, 2009.
Please encourage any friends or family that you think
would be a perfect fit for Mensa to see if they meet the
requirements. A partial list of the more than 200 accepted
test scores is available at http://www.us.mensa.org/scores.
Mensa member benefits include access to our American
Mensa's CareerlLink (htep://
www.careerlink.us.mensa.org) and networking through
an online Community, SIGs and in-person events.

For a full list of member benefits to share, please visit
http://www.us.mensa.org/benefits. These benefits include
discounts on products and services such as insurance and
computer/office equipment.

Plains & Peaks Mensa is planning another testing session
in June. The date, time and place will be announced in the
June newsletter and on the Plains & Peaks Mensa web-
site. www.plainsandpeaksmensa.org. Contact Sandy at
528 5483 or e-mail mandshalby@comcast.net for testing
information.
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Mensa Contest:

Win an All-Expense Paid PEP
RALLY for your Local Group!

10 Prizes to be awarded
one for each Mensa Region

worth up to $1,000.00 each towards a one-
day all-expense paid PEP RALLY or Leader-
ship Development Rally.

FREE lunches for up to 30 members

FREE pizza dinner for up to 30 members;
FREE icebreaker games

valuable workshops and more!

HOW TO ENTER
In 25 words or less, complete this sen-

tence: 0O My | ocal group

Rules: Entrant must be a current dues-paid member of
Mensa and serve as an officer (elected or appointed) in a
local group. One entry per member. Entries judged on
originality and sincerity. Decision of the judges is fi-
nal. Include your name, name of your Local Group, e-mail
address if you have one, phone number & street ad-
dress. Send entries to LDW®@us.mensa.org with “PEP
Rally Contest” in the Subject line, or by snail-mail to PEP
Rally Contest, Peggy Pannke-Smith, LDW Coordinator,
1009 Alder Way, Longmont CO 80503.

Entries must be received by Monday, June 15,
2009. Winners will be announced at the Annual Gather-
ing in Pittsburgh in July.

FAQ:

What is a PEP Rally?

A PEP Rally is a one-day high-energy, fun-filled leadership
development event with a proven track record of enliven-
ing your local group and finding new volunteers. Ice-
breaker games, prizes, workshops, lunch & dinner are all
included in the prize. A “PEP Rally in a Box” is sent to the
winner with complete instructions. Prize value is up to

$10,000 In Prizes

$1,000.00.

What is a Leadership Development Retreat?

A comprehensive, intense one-day workshop that evalu-
ates the current operations of your local group. All mate-
rials are provided along with complete instructions. Prize
value is up to $1,000.00.

Winners have their choice of a PEP Rally or a Leadership
Development Retreat.

Plains and Peaks Mensa Officers

Sandy Halby (LocSec/President)
6066 Del Rey Dr, COS 80918
719-528-5483
mandshalby@comcast.net

Jennifer Browning

(2nd Vice Pres. for Membership)
2034 Devon St, COS 80909
719-591-0189

JennyReal@aol.com

Connor Baker (New Treasurer)
PO Box 50602

Colorado Springs CO 80949-602
(719) 219-9703
connor.baker@usa.net

Betsy Ogan (PlainsPeaking Editor)
1061 Hummingbird Ct, COS 80921
719-481-1199

Bogan54@aol.com

Windy Haddad (Webmaster)
1465 Stella Dr. COS 80921
719-201-4743
windy@windyhaddad.com

Al Ackerson (Past President)
3627 Hayman Court, COS 80910
719-635-4910
Alackerson@msn.com
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May Events

Tuesday, May 5%, 6:30 pm: May ExComm Meeting and
Dinner. The May ExComm Meeting and Dinner will be at
Five Guys Burgers and Fries, 7252 North Academy Blvd!
Check them out at www.fiveguys.com. All members and
guests are welcome to attend.

Saturday, May 9, 9:00 am: Main Monthly Meeting:
Rocket Launch with Colorado Springs Rocket Club!!
The Colorado Springs Rocket Club (COSROCS) is a
group that is serious about their model rockets! They will
be holding a “sport launch” out at past Peyton in conjunc-
tion with their “May Mania” event. During the sport
launch, all types of model rockets will be flying high (but
not too high - they have to comply with Federal Aviation
Regulations!)! The May Mania event features contests for
these crazy rocketeers, such as Parachute Spot Landing
(land your model rocket with parachute closest to a prede-
termined spot), Parachute Duration (specific model rock-
ets overall flight durations), Streamer Recovery (model
rocket equipped with a streamer), and Mini-Madness
(launch and return rocket to the judges in shortest time).
Check out their web-site at www.cosrocs.org for a little
more info about COSROCS and this event. Here are direc-
tions to the launch location: Go east on Highway 24 to
Peyton. Turn left (north) at the small grocery store onto
the Peyton Highway and go 2.5 miles to Sweet Road. Turn
right (east) on Sweet Road, and go 2.5 miles to the Preble
Ranch entrance. The address is 21410; look for a green
ranch gate on the left with an airplane propeller suspended
over it. Let Sandy know if you'll be there so she can watch
for you; call her at 528-5483 or € mail mand-
shalby@comecast.net! Or - watch for Sandy at the event;
she’ll be wearing a blue baseball cap with the Mensa “M”
emblem on it!!

Sunday, May 10", 1:00 pm: Scrabble®! Meet at Sandy’s
house, 6066 Del Rey Drive (near Flintridge and Dublin, call
528-5483 or email mandshalby@comcast.net for direc-
tions) for an afternoon of just-for-fun Scrabble®. Sodas,
wine and snacks provided. Adults only, please! Allergy
alert - cats and dogs!

Saturday, May 16™, 6:30 — 9:00 pm: Mensa Mix and
Mingle! Married, single, Gen-X, new member, long time
member, Hell’s M, shy, outgoing, whatever - you're all in-
vited to my house!! Come out and meet some fellow Men-
sans - if you've not been to a Mensa event, this is the one
you need to attend to break the ice! Guests are welcome,
so if you'd like to bring a friend or spouse with you, please
do so! Snacks, sodas, wine and beer will be provided.
Bring your own drinks if you want something else. Adults

only, please. Allergy alert - cats and dogs. Please contact
Sandy at 528-5483 or e-mail mandshalby@comcast.net for
directions.

Tuesday, May 19", 6:00 pm: Trivia at TGI Fridays!
We're playing NTN Buzztime Trivia at T.G.I. Friday's,
7061 Commerce Center Drive (I-25 and Woodman).
Good eats, good prices, and plenty of TVs to look at and
control boxes to play with. Look for a Mensa “M” flag at a
table in the bar and join us for a fast paced Trivia round)!

Wednesday, May 27", 8:00 pm: Reservations for Ulti-
mate Saturday Supper!! Call Al at 635 4910 or e-mail
him at alackerson@msn.com to let him know to expect
you at the Dale Street Cafe on Saturday!

Saturday, May 30", 6:30 pm: Ultimate Saturday Sup-
per at the Dale Street Cafe! Let’s visit the fabulous Dale
Street Café (115 E. Dale Street, near the Fine Arts Center),
where they serve up culinary feasts in a fully restored
“painted lady” style house dating back to the latel800s.
And while we dine, we can enjoy a selection of paintings
from local artists! The Dale Street Café offers 3-course
meals and a la carte selections, as well as featuring a full
bar and wine list. You ~can visit
www.mydalestreetcafe.com for a menu preview and pho-
tos. Call Al at 635 4910 or e-mail him at alack-
erson@msn.com for reservations.

Advance Notice! Thursday, June 11", 6:30 pm: June
ExComm Meeting and Dinner. The June ExComm
Meeting and Dinner will be at the Rock Bottom Brewery,
3316 Cinema Point (off Powers & Carefree). Check out
their menu at www.rockbottom.com.

Welcome and Farewell

WELCOME:
Hrishikesh R Kanitkar, from New York. Welcome to
Colorado and our group!

Markus Olson, who hailed from Monument! Welcome to
Plains & Peaks Mensal

Gregg Reinecke, a new Mensan. Hello, Gregg!

WELCOME BACK:

Matthew Durham, Ronald E Hall, Larry & Nancy Luken-
bill, and Daniel Mullin, all who are rejoining our group.
Hello, again!!
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May 2009
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1
3 4 5 6 7 8
6:30 PM 9:00 AM
ExComm Dinner MMM
@ Five Guys Rocket Launch
w/ COS Rocket
Club
10 11 12 13 14 15
1:00 PM 6:30 PM
Scrabble®! Mensa Mix &
@ Sandy’s Mingle
@ Sandy
17 18 19 20 21 22
6:00 PM
Trivia @
24/31 25 26 27 28 29
8:00 PM 6:30 PM
Reservations USS @ Dale
due for USS Street Cafe

May Birthdays

Sean F McCormick May 1

Daniel Mark Mullin ~ May 6

John L McClelland May 10
Mike Dulaney May 12
Morris C Bealmer May 16
Patrick Hollenbeck ~ May 20
Douglas Lamborn May 24
Eric Locke May 24

NOTE: If you don’t see your birthday posted here, it’s
probably because that information (and perhaps more) is
marked “non-releasable” on our rosters. If you'd like to
check on your personal information release status, please
contact American Mensa (1-800-66-MENSA) or go to
www.us.mensa.org and under Member resources, select
the PDQ section.
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AMERICAN MENSA LTD.

229 CORPORATE DRIVE WEST
ARLINGTON, TX 76006-6103

POSTMASTER: ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Mensa® is an international organization made up of people who have
scored in the top 2% on standardized IQ tests. Mensa is non-profit and
has no political or religious affiliations. The purpose of Mensa is to
serve as a means of communication for its members and to foster intelli-
gence. PlainsPeaking is the official publication of Plains & Peaks Mensa
(#808). Mensa itself has no opinions; any opinions expressed in
PlainsPeaking, if not otherwise designated, are those of the individual
contributor or of the editor. The appearance of any paid advertisement,
should such an unlikely event occur, in PlainsPeaking does NOT imply
any endorsement of products, services, or anything else mentioned in
said ad by either Plains & Peaks Mensa, PlainsPeaking, American Mensa,
Ltd., or Mensa International. Mensa® is registered at the U.S. Patent
Office as the collective mark of an international membership organiza-
tion.

PlainsPeaking is published monthly by Plains and Peaks Mensa Editor,
1061 Hummingbird Ct, Colorado Springs, CO 80921-5696. All material
within is copyright ©2007 by Plains & Peaks Mensa, except where
otherwise indicated. Subscriptions are $6.00 (12 monthly issues) for
non-Mensans and for Mensans who are not members of the P&P local
group. Single issues are available on a first-come, first-served basis at no
charge (but please include SASE).

Editorial Policy: We (deliriously) welcome your letters, articles, poems,
artwork, and puzzles. Items submitted to PlainsPeaking should be the
ORIGINAL work of the author, and should be emailed if possible. If

previously published, please include where and when. Word 2000,
RTF, and plain text formats are especially encouraged for articles, JPG
or GIF for artwork. Equations should be typeset with MS Equation
Editor. Typewritten work signed by the author and submitted by sur-
face mail is also welcome. Handwritten items may be accepted, but we
cannot guarantee accuracy in publication. The editor’s e-mail address
is Bogan54@aol.com. Please check with the editor about other accept-
able media and formats. Artwork will be reproduced as black and
white or grayscale (drawings or photographs). The editor reserves the
right to refuse to publish submitted material and to edit as necessary.

Note to Contributors: By contributing material to Plains and Peaks
Mensa, you are giving permission for your material to be published in
both the newsletter and the web-based newsletter archives. You MAY
withhold your name, email address, or any other address from the web-
based version; simply request this from the Editor. Other Mensa publi-
cations may reprint PlainsPeaking material if the author/artist and
PlainsPeaking are credited and the material is not individually copy-
righted. Letters (and letter-like emails) to the Editor will be consid-
ered for publication unless the author specifically requests otherwise.
Note to Reprinting Editors: a courtesy copy indicating the material
reprinted wold be greatly appreciated. To: PlainsPeaking Editor, 1061
Hummingbird Ct, Colorado Springs, CO 80921-5696




