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Hello, fellow Plains & Peaks Men-
sans. Sad, sad news for our Mensa 
group … Nancy Berk passed away in 
early February; she was 86 years old.  
Nancy had been a Mensan since 1967 
and was an active member of our 
group for many, many years.  Nancy 
was a published poet and writer, a 
master seamstress and tailor, and had 
a cracking good wit!  She was an ex-
tremely generous person and at her 
memorial service in late February, 
many of her neighbors and church 
friends commented specifically about 
her generosity.  Our Mensa group 
once had a guest speaker who was a 
bit down on his luck and Nancy 
helped him with some gifts and dona-
tions.  He was so surprised and 
thankful for her help and even more 
astonished at her unbiased accep-
tance of his unique circumstances.  
Nancy was active in her church, and a 
good friend to many, many people.   
 
Special hugs and heartfelt thanks to 
Roberta McDade for her lasting 
friendship to Nancy and her continu-
ous care of Nancy.  Roberta is also a 
member of our Mensa group.  Thank 
you, Roberta. 
 
Our Main Monthly Meeting in March 
will focus on William Jackson 
Palmer, our city’s founder.  This 
March is the 100th anniversary of his 
death and there are several city 
events planned to commemorate the 
occasion.  On March 21st, starting at 
11:30 am, there will be a funeral reen-
actment for General Palmer (see cal-
endar for details), but our Mensa 

LocSec News                                                             by Sandy Halby 
group is planning on meeting a little 
later at 2:00 pm at the Pioneers Mu-
seum.  The presentation at the Pio-
neers Museum concentrates on the 
history of the man who was known as 
the “Builder of the West,” and was 
viewed as a visionary and brilliant 
military leader, but was also a brutal 
businessman, who alienated his wife.  
This will be a great event for folks 
interested in our local history and for 
those who home-school!   This event 
is free, but reservations are required.  
Again, see our calendar for event de-
tails! 
 
Also in March, the ExComm Dinner 
and Meeting (open to all members), 
Scrabble®, Texas Hold’em Tourna-
ment (thanks to Dave and Jen for 
hosting), Trivia Night, and Ultimate 
Saturday Supper!  There’s plenty to 
join in on … so just do it … and join in!! 
 
If you’ve got a friend or relative that 
might like to join Mensa, we’re hold-
ing Mensa Admission Testing on the 
morning of Saturday, March 21st.  
Mensa Admissions testing takes 
about two hours, costs $40 and is not 
offered for those under 14 years of age.  
Please contact me for further testing 
details or you can ask potential 
Mensa members to get in contact 
with me directly. 
 
Thanks, everybody, for making our 
group so successful.  Hope to see 
YOU soon at a Plains & Peaks Mensa 
event!! 
 
  ~ Sandy 
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It’s Renewal Time:  How to Save Enough Money to Pay 
for your Mensa Dues 
Real-life example:  at least 3 members have come up to me 
and told me that they saved enough by switching to 
GEICO to pay for their Mensa membership for several 
years!   And that’s just one Mensa benefit.  There are doz-
ens of MONEY-SAVING benefits on the Mensa website 
(check it out at www.us.mensa.org).  Really – check it 
out! 
 
Welcome New Members! 
Our mighty Region 7 “Heartland” welcomes all our new 
and renewing members!  We are up to a whopping 2,948 
members.  Way to go DENVER – another 25 members in 
January for a total of 781 members!  MID-AMERICA is 
keeping right up with 10 more members in January for a 

RV-7 Highlights                                            by Peggy Pannke-Smith 
RVC7@us.mensa.org 
Regional Vice Chair 

Heartland Region 7  

 

total of 706.  Other booming groups include CENTRAL 
IOWA now up to 207 members and NEBRASKA/
WESTERN IOWA with 189.  Hooray for BOULDER/
FRONT RANGE and PLAINS & PEAKS tied with 178.   A 
huge pat on the back to all the happy officers, board members and 
volunteers who make Region 7 so great! 
 
Finance Committee and AMC Meeting 
As a member of the Finance Committee, we went over the 
entire Mensa budget line by line in February.  There is no 
fat in that budget.  Everything is geared toward giving the 
most value and service to all our members.  The AMC 
Meeting (Board Meeting) will be in Indianapolis on 
March 21st.  Every member is welcome to attend.   
 
National Mensa Elections are Coming Up 
I’ve totally enjoyed being your Regional Vice Chair (RVC) 
& decided to run again for another 2-year term.  If you’re 
happy with the way Region 7 is growing, your vote would 
be appreciated!    Thank you! 
 

I’d love to hear from you!   
Contact me at RVC7@us.mensa.org. 

http://www.us.mensa.org/
mailto:RVC7@us.mensa.org
mailto:RVC7@us.mensa.org


Plains and Peaks Mensa Officers 
 

Sandy Halby (LocSec/President) 

6066 Del Rey Dr, COS 80918 

719-528-5483 

mandshalby@comcast.net 
 
Jennifer Browning 

(2nd Vice Pres. for Membership) 
2034 Devon St, COS 80909 
719-591-0189 

JennyReal@aol.com 
 

Connor Baker  (New Treasurer) 
PO Box 50602 
Colorado Springs CO 80949-602 
(719) 219-9703 

connor.baker@usa.net 

 

Betsy Ogan (PlainsPeaking Editor) 

1061 Hummingbird Ct, COS 80921 
719-481-1199 

Bogan54@aol.com 
 
Windy Haddad (Webmaster)  

1465 Stella Dr. COS 80921  
719-201-4743  

windy@windyhaddad.com  
 
Al Ackerson (Past President) 

3627 Hayman Court, COS 80910 
719-635-4910 

Alackerson@msn.com 
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MENSA 
CONTEST !  

$10,000.00 

in PRIZES!! 

 

Win An All-Expense 
Paid PEP RALLY for 
your Local Group! 

10 Prizes to be awarded, 
one for each Mensa Re-
gion, worth up to $1,000 
each towards a one-day all-expense 
paid PEP RALLY or Leadership De-
velopment Rally.  FREE lunches for 
up to 30 members; FREE pizza din-
ner for up to 30 members; FREE 
icebreaker games & valuable work-
shops and more! 

 

How to enter  
 

In 25 words or less, complete this 
sentence:   
òMy local group needs a PEP Rally  
becauseéó 

mailto:mandshalby@comcast.net
mailto:JennyReal@aol.com
mailto:connor.baker@usa.net
mailto:Bogan54@aol.com
mailto:windy@windyhaddad.com
mailto:Alackerson@msn.com
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in his Own Words,” dispels some myths about our city’s foun-
der and lets us take a second look at the man who known as the 
“Builder of the West,” yet was a ruthless business man. 
     While we’re at the Pioneers Museum, we can visit their new-
est display “Going for the Gold: Pikes Peak or Bust!”  This dis-
play of artifacts, documents and photos gives insight into the 
people who traveled through desperate conditions to reach the 
Peak and take a chance on striking it rich. 
     This event is free, but reservations are required for the Wil-
liam J. Palmer presentation.  The Pioneers Museum is at 215 
South Tejon and their web-site is:  www.springsgov.com/
SectionIndex.asp?SectionID=9.  Please contact Sandy at 528-
5483 or e-mail mandshalby@comcast.net by Wednesday, March 
18th, to reserve a seat! 
 
Tuesday, March 24th, 6:00 pm:  Trivia at TGI Fridays!  We’re 
playing NTN Buzztime Trivia at T.G.I. Friday's, 7061 Commerce 
Center Drive (I-25 and Woodman).  Good eats, good prices, and 
plenty of TVs to look at and control boxes to play with.  Look 
for a Mensa “M” flag at a table in the bar and join us for a fast 
paced Trivia round! 
 
Thursday, March 26th, 8:00 pm:  Reservations for Ultimate 
Saturday Supper!!  Call Al at 635 4̀910 or e-mail him at alack-
erson@msn.com  to let him know to expect you MacKenzie 
Place on Saturday! 
 
Saturday, March 28th, 6:30 pm:  Ultimate Saturday Supper at 
MacKenzie Place!  Let's travel mid-town to 1605 Elm Creek 
View (south of Union Blvd and Fillmore St, off of Templeton 
Gap Road, across from the Nancy Lewis Park).  MacKenzie’s 
place features Colorado cuisine, including fresh seafood, Angus 
barrel-cut filets, and traditional home-style meals. You’ll need 
reservations for this one, so make sure you call or e-mail Al by 
the RSVP deadline by Thursday, the 26th! 
  
Advance Notice: Tuesday, Apr 14th, 6:00 pm:  April ExComm 
Meeting and Dinner.  The April ExComm Meeting and Dinner 
will be at Panera Bread on North Academy (7344 North Acad-
emy Shops, just north of the Academy and Woodman intersec-
tion). 

Thursday, March 5th, 6:30 pm: March ExComm Meeting and 
Dinner.  The March ExComm Meeting and Dinner will be at 
The Curry Leaf, 26 South Wahsatch, where we can try some Sri 
Lankan cuisine!  For a quick idea of what to expect, visit the 
Indy review at http://www.csindy.com/gyrobase/Content?
oid=oid%3A33027 
Or the Gazette review at http://www.gazette.com/articles/
curry_45937___article.html/sri_lankan.html  
 
Sunday, March 8th, 1:00 pm: Scrabble®!  Meet at Sandy’s house, 
6066 Del Rey Drive (near Flintridge and Dublin, call 528-5483 or 
email mandshalby@comcast.net for directions) for an afternoon 
of just-for-fun Scrabble®.  Sodas, wine and snacks provided.  
Adults only, please!  Allergy alert – cats and dogs! 
 
Wednesday, March 11th, 8:00 pm:  Reservations for Texas 
Hold 'em due!!  Call Dave & Jen at 442-6451 for RSVP, direc-
tions, and other specifics about this event!   
 
Saturday, March 14th, 6:00 pm:  Texas Hold’em Poker Night.  
YOU MUST HAVE RESERVATIONS FOR THIS EVENT!  
Dave & Jen will host a Texas Hold 'em "tournament."  Beginners 
are welcome.  Snacks and diet sodas will be provided.  Bring 
your own drinks if you want something else.  There will be a 
dealer's choice table available for those who want to continue 
playing poker after they get eliminated from the tourney.  Al-
lergy alert – friendly cats. 
 
Wednesday, March 18th, 8:00 pm:  Reservations for the Main 
Monthly Meeting William J. Palmer Presentation due!!  Call 
Sandy at 528-5483 or e-mail her at mandshalby@comcast.net to 
reserve a chair at the William J. Palmer presentation on Saturday 
at the Pioneers Museum.   
 
Saturday, March 21st, 9:30 am:  Mensa Admissions Test.  We 
will be conducting Mensa Admissions Testing this date.  Regis-
tration is from 9:30 - 9:45 am and testing starts promptly at 9:45 
am. Reservations are strongly recommended as space is limited.  
This testing session will be held at the East Library, Conference 
Room #1, 5550 North Union Blvd, Colorado Springs.   
 
Saturday, March 21st, 2:00 pm:  Main Monthly Meeting – 
William Jackson Palmer History Day!  What a great educa-
tional event for everybody who lives in this area!  First, there’s 
General Palmer’s funeral procession with a horse-drawn hearse, 
carriages for his “family,” and antique cars for dignitaries.  The 
procession will depart from Giuseppe’s Depot in downtown 
Colorado Springs at 11:30 am and go out to Evergreen Cemetery 
following the original Pikes Peak Avenue.  Once at Evergreen 
Cemetery (around 12:15 pm), there will be a reenactment of Gen-
eral Palmer’s funeral, sponsored by the Evergreen Cemetery Be-
nevolent Society.   
     At 2:00 pm, there’s a presentation at the Pioneers Museum 
about General Palmer.  This is where we will meet up as a group.  
The presentation, developed by Archivist Leah Davis Witherow 
and titled “What Was He Thinking? General William J. Palmer 

March Events  
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SAD FAREWELL TO:   

Major Alan Frederick Bowen, USAF Ret, who 

passed away in January.  

 

Nancy Berk, longtime member of our group, who 

passed away in early February.  

 
WELCOME:  

Christopher Lowe, a new Mensan.  Hello, Christo-

pher!  

Welcome and Farewell 

http://www.springsgov.com/SectionIndex.asp?SectionID=9
http://www.springsgov.com/SectionIndex.asp?SectionID=9
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Sean M Coincon   March 1  

Peter Breckman Thomas   March 8  

Emily Astor     March 13  

Michael D Colgate    March 17  

Susan Gibson    March 17  

William Irelan    March 17  

Brian Herbert    March 18  

Mark Kevin Sarlo PE   March 18  

Sebastian Dudek    March 20  

Christopher S McGranahan  March 21  

Deirdre Bauer    March 23  

Jerry L Emanuelson    March 24  

Robert P Weaver    March 28  

Christine Bryer    March 30  

Kimberly A Pfennigs    March 31  

 

NOTE:   If you donõt see your birthday posted here, itõs 

probably because that information (and perhaps more) 

is marked ònon-releasableó on our rosters.  If youõd like 

to check on your personal information release status, 

please contact American Mensa (1 -800-66-MENSA) or 

go to www.us.mensa.org  and under Member resources, 

select the PDQ section.  

March Birthdays 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat  

1 2 3 4 5 
6:00 PM 

Ex-Comm @ 

The Curry Leaf 

6 7 
 

8 

1:00 PM 

Scrabble®!    

@ Sandyõs 

 

9 10 11 
8:00 PM 

Reservations 

due for Texas 

Holdóem 

12 13 

 

 

14 
6:00 PM 

Texas  

Holdôem 

15 

 

 

16 17 

 
 

18 
8:00 PM 

Reservations 

due for MMM 

19 20 21 
9:30 AM Mensa  

Admission Test  

2:00 PM 

MMM  

22 
 

23 24 
6:00 PM 

Trivia @ TGIF 

25 26 
8:00 PM 

Reservations 

due for USS 

 

27 28 
6:30 PM 

USS @ 

MacKenzie 

Place 

This is a new feature I am trying. Please let me know 
what you think: Bogan54@aol.com 

 

 

"E ahk'u rfku uh wsu uh uls ska hd zi meds 
 

 fka deka ulfu E mensa oqpu uls mskwul hd 
 
 eu.  E rfku uh lfns mensa uls reaul hd eu fp  
 
rsmm." 

 
                    Aebvs Bfhslrbv 

Cryptogram 
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Mensa® is an international organization made up of people who have 
scored in the top 2% on standardized IQ tests. Mensa is non-profit and 

has no political or religious affiliations. The purpose of Mensa is to 

serve as a means of communication for its members and to foster intelli-

gence. PlainsPeaking is the official publication of Plains & Peaks Mensa 

(#808). Mensa itself has no opinions; any opinions expressed in 

PlainsPeaking, if not otherwise designated, are those of the individual 

contributor or of the editor. The appearance of any paid advertisement, 

should such an unlikely event occur, in PlainsPeaking does NOT imply 

any endorsement of products, services, or anything else mentioned in 

said ad by either Plains & Peaks Mensa, PlainsPeaking, American Mensa, 

Ltd., or Mensa International. Mensa® is registered at the U.S. Patent 

Office as the collective mark of an international membership organiza-

tion. 

 

PlainsPeaking is published monthly by Plains and Peaks Mensa Editor, 

1061 Hummingbird Ct, Colorado Springs, CO  80921-5696. All material 

within is copyright ©2007 by Plains & Peaks Mensa, except where 
otherwise indicated. Subscriptions are $6.00 (12 monthly issues) for 

non-Mensans and for Mensans who are not members of the P&P local 

group. Single issues are available on a first-come, first-served basis at no 

charge (but please include SASE). 

 

Editorial Policy: We (deliriously) welcome your letters, articles, poems, 

artwork, and puzzles. Items submitted to PlainsPeaking should be the 

ORIGINAL work of the author, and should be emailed if possible. If 

PlainsPeaking 
AMERICAN MENSA LTD. 

229 CORPORATE DRIVE WEST 

ARLINGTON, TX 76006-6103 

 

POSTMASTER: ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

previously published, please include where and when. Word 2000, 
RTF, and plain text formats are especially encouraged for articles, JPG 

or GIF for artwork. Equations should be typeset with MS Equation 

Editor. Typewritten work signed by the author and submitted by sur-

face mail is also welcome. Handwritten items may be accepted, but we 
cannot guarantee accuracy in publication. The editor’s e-mail address 

is Bogan54@aol.com. Please check with the editor about other accept-

able media and formats. Artwork will be reproduced as black and 
white or grayscale (drawings or photographs). The editor reserves the 

right to refuse to publish submitted material and to edit as necessary.  

 

Note to Contributors: By contributing material to Plains and Peaks 
Mensa, you are giving permission for your material to be published in 

both the newsletter and the web-based newsletter archives. You MAY 

withhold your name, email address, or any other address from the web-
based version; simply request this from the Editor. Other Mensa publi-

cations may reprint PlainsPeaking material if the author/artist and 

PlainsPeaking are credited and the material is not individually copy-

righted. Letters (and letter-like emails)  to the Editor will be consid-

ered for publication unless the author specifically requests otherwise.  

Note to Reprinting Editors: a courtesy copy indicating the material 

reprinted wold be greatly appreciated. To: PlainsPeaking Editor, 1061 

Hummingbird Ct, Colorado Springs, CO  80921-5696 


