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Hello, fellow Plains & Peaks Men-
sans!  Boy, May was a tough month 
for me.  I enrolled in a 4‑week long 
course related to my job that turned 
out to be extremely intense!  I learned 
a lot but the course demanded quite a 
bit of study and project time.  Then, 
during the last two weeks of the 
course, I came down with a nasty 
virus that I’m still fighting today.  
This virus really laid me low - abso-
lutely no energy and a horrible cough 
- and I lost my sense of smell tempo-
rarily!  It’s been rough on Rent-A-
Mike, too, as I am a big baby when 
I’m sick and he’s just about fed up 
with coddling me!  On the other 
hand, Brinkley (the Golden Re-
triever) got over as he was allowed on 
the bed with me while I was resting!  
I do hope none of you out there have 
had to deal with this virus, which I’m 
told is “going around” right now.  
There’s really nothing that will help 
except time and rest.  And maybe a 
hot toddy or two!  At least then you 
won’t care that you’re sick! 
 
Sorry about having to cancel Scrabble 
and Mensa Mix & Mingle in May – 
but with this virus, I just wasn’t up 
to hosting.  We’ll get back on track in 
June!  Speaking of June … 
 
Our June Main Monthly Meeting will 
feature one of our own – Connor 
Baker, who is a professional statisti-
cian and our group Treasurer.  Con-
nor had, as he calls it, “a bit of a hand” 
in the subprime lending crisis that 
has contributed to our current eco-
nomic crisis and even though this 

LocSec News                                                             by Sandy Halby 
might sound like a dry topic – he’s got 
a barn-burner of a presentation!.  He’s 
got a great story to tell about “this 
failed implementation of an interest-
ing experiment” and promises that 
the tale includes intrigue, lies, greed 
and cover-up.  His first-hand experi-
ences and knowledgeable analysis 
will shed some light on how we got 
into this subprime lending crisis and 
perhaps how to get out of our dread-
ful economic situation, too.   
 
Other events in June include the 
Mensa Mix & Mingle, ExComm Din-
ner and Meeting (which will be at 
Rock Bottom Brewery), Scrabble®, 
Trivia Night, Poker Night and our 
monthly Ultimate Saturday Supper 
(at The Margarita at Pine Creek).  
We’ll also be doing a CultureQuest 
Review, so if you’re interested in 
knowing just how difficult Culture-
Quest is, come to this event! 
 
Upcoming Main Monthly Meeting 
programs include geocaching 
(probably in July) and later this sum-
mer (probably August), a guest 
speaker who spent two months in a 
refugee camp in Kenya painting por-
traits of those people in transition 
and learning their stories.  As always, 
if you have an idea or topic for a 
Mensa meeting, or know that inter-
esting someone who might speak to 
our group, let me know.  We can set 
it up! 
 
If you’ve got Facebook, consider join-
ing the Plains & Peaks Mensa Face-
book group.  It’s a closed group so 
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only members of our local Mensa 
group can join (search for Plains & 
Peaks). I’m not sure yet how we’ll use 
Facebook for our group and if you 
have any suggestions, please let me 
know. You can find me on Facebook 
under Sandra Halby. 
 
All for now – I’ll get this and all my 
newsletter stuff off to Betsy, our fan-
tastic newsletter editor.  And, don’t 
forget to check out our web-site at 
www.plainsandpeaksmensa.org – it’s 
an award-winner – thanks to Windy! 
And, thanks, everybody, for making 
our group so successful.  Hope to see 
YOU soon at a Plains & Peaks Mensa 
event!! 
  ~ Sandy 

http://www.plainsandpeaks.us.mensa.org/
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Meet a Mate (I did!) 
 
Whether you’re looking for a new friend, a partner or a 
mate, the Mensa annual convention (our 5 day “Annual 
Gathering”) in Pittsburgh this year from July 1 to July 5, 
2009 is your chance to meet over 1,300 interesting and 
unique Mensans from all over the country.  For $95, (until 
June 26) you’ll get 5 days of great programs plus hospital-
ity, snacks and the chance to meet over 1,300 friendly folks 
from around the country.  The Hilton Pittsburgh  has sin-
gles or doubles for only $89 per night (usually over $200 
per night!).   
 
Tours & More 
 
Rafting trip, Pirates baseball game, Carnegie Science Cen-
ter, shooting range, zoo, observatory and Kennywood 
Amusement Park are just a few of the tours scheduled.  
Visit www.us.mensa.org and click on Annual Gathering 

RV-7 Highlights                                             by Peggy Pannke-Smith 

RVC7@us.mensa.org 
Regional Vice Chair 

Heartland Region 7  

 

for all the info.   
 
Last Chance to Win $1,000 Prize for your Group! 
 
See the June Mensa Bulletin for details on how you can win a 
$1,000 all-expense paid PEP Rally for your local group.  Prizes will 
be announced at the Annual Gathering in Pittsburgh. 

  
A warm pat on the back to all the happy officers, board 
members and volunteers who make Region 7 so great!   
 

 
I’d love to hear from you!  Contact me at 

RVC7@us.mensa.org. 

David Biersack, who moved to Ohio.  Good luck, David … 
we’ll miss you at Trivia Night! 
 
WELCOME: 
 
Michael A Augustine and Jaron Maxson, both new Men-
sans.  Welcome! 
 
 
WELCOME BACK: 
 
Joy Ellen Love and Madleon Renee Tryon, both who are 
rejoining our group.  Hello, again! 

Welcome and Farewell 

Plains and Peaks Mensa Officers 
 

Sandy Halby (LocSec/President) 

6066 Del Rey Dr, COS 80918 

719-528-5483 

mandshalby@comcast.net 
 

Jennifer Browning 

(2nd Vice Pres. for Membership) 

2034 Devon St, COS 80909 

719-591-0189 

JennyReal@aol.com 
 

Connor Baker  (Treasurer) 

PO Box 50602 

Colorado Springs CO 80949-602 

(719) 219-9703 

connor.baker@usa.net 

 

Betsy Ogan (PlainsPeaking Editor) 

1061 Hummingbird Ct, COS 80921 

719-481-1199 

Bogan54@aol.com 
 

Windy Haddad (Webmaster)  

1465 Stella Dr. COS 80921  

719-201-4743  

windy@windyhaddad.com  
 

Al Ackerson (Past President) 

3627 Hayman Court, COS 80910 

719-635-4910 

Alackerson@msn.com 

http://www.us.mensa.org/
mailto:RVC7@us.mensa.org
mailto:mandshalby@comcast.net
mailto:JennyReal@aol.com
mailto:connor.baker@usa.net
mailto:Bogan54@aol.com
mailto:windy@windyhaddad.com
mailto:Alackerson@msn.com
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Here are some genuine examples of imperfect, but amus-
ing, English found around the world. 

At a Budapest zoo: 
PLEASE DO NOT FEED THE ANIMALS. IF YOU HAVE ANY 

SUITABLE FOOD, GIVE IT TO THE GUARD ON DUTY. 

Hotel, Acapulco: 
THE MANAGER HAS PERSONALLY PASSED  

ALL THE WATER SERVED HERE. 
 

Car rental brochure, Tokyo: 
WHEN PASSENGER OF FOOT HEAVE IN SIGHT, TOOTLE 

THE HORN. TRUMPET HIM MELODIOUSLY AT FIRST, 
BUT IF HE STILL OBSTACLES YOUR PASSAGE THEN 

TOOTLE HIM WITH VIGOUR. 

In a Nairobi restaurant: 
CUSTOMERS WHO FIND OUR WAITRESSES RUDE 

OUGHT TO SEE THE MANAGER. 

On the grounds of a private school: 
NO TRESPASSING WITHOUT PERMISSION. 

On a poster in New York: 
ARE YOU AN ADULT THAT CANNOT READ? IF SO, WE 

CAN HELP. 

In an East African newspaper: 
A NEW SWIMMING POOL IS RAPIDLY TAKING SHAPE 
SINCE THE CONTRACTORS HAVE THROWN IN THE 

BULK OF THEIR WORKERS. 

In a Indian maternity ward: 
NO CHILDREN ALLOWED. 

In a cemetery: 
PERSONS ARE PROHIBITED FROM PICKING FLOWERS 

FROM ANY BUT THEIR OWN GRAVES. 

Tokyo hotel's rules and regulations: 
GUESTS ARE REQUESTED NOT TO SMOKE OR DO OTHER 

DISGUSTING BEHAVIOURS IN BED. 

On the menu of a Swiss restaurant: 
OUR WINES LEAVE YOU NOTHING TO HOPE FOR. 

Hotel room notice, Thailand: 
PLEASE DO NOT BRING SOLICITORS INTO YOUR ROOM. 

A sign seen on an automatic restroom hand dryer: 
DO NOT ACTIVATE WITH WET HANDS. 
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Sign Language 
Hotel lobby, Romania: 

THE LIFT IS BEING FIXED FOR THE NEXT DAY.  
DURING THAT TIME WE REGRET THAT  

YOU WILL BE UNBEARABLE. 
 

Hotel, Yugoslavia: 
THE FLATTENING OF UNDERWEAR WITH PLEASURE IS 

THE JOB OF THE CHAMBERMAID. 

Hotel, Japan: 
YOU ARE INVITED TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE  

CHAMBERMAID. 
 

In the lobby of a Moscow hotel across from a  
Russian Orthodox monastery: 

YOU ARE WELCOME TO VISIT THE CEMETERY WHERE 
FAMOUS RUSSIAN AND SOVIET COMPOSERS, ARTISTS, 
AND WRITERS ARE BURIED DAILY EXCEPT THURSDAY. 

 
Taken from a menu, Poland: 

SALAD A FIRM'S OWN MAKE; LIMPID RED BEET SOUP 
WITH CHEESY DUMPLINGS IN THE FORM OF A FINGER; 
ROASTED DUCK LET LOOSE; BEEF RASHERS BEATEN IN 

THE COUNTRY PEOPLE'S FASHION. 

Supermarket, Hong Kong: 
FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE, WE RECOMMEND  

COURTEOUS, EFFICIENT SELF-SERVICE. 
 

Hotel, Vienna: 
IN CASE OF FIRE, DO YOUR UTMOST TO ALARM THE 

HOTEL PORTER. 

A sign posted in Germany's Black Forest: 
IT IS STRICTLY FORBIDDEN ON OUR BLACK FOREST 

CAMPING SITE THAT PEOPLE OF DIFFERENT SEX, FOR 
INSTANCE, MEN AND WOMEN, LIVE TOGETHER IN ONE 
TENT UNLESS THEY ARE MARRIED WITH EACH OTHER 

FOR THIS PURPOSE. 

An advertisement by a Hong Kong dentist: 
TEETH EXTRACTED BY THE LATEST METHODISTS. 

A laundry in Rome: 
LADIES, LEAVE YOUR CLOTHES HERE AND SPEND THE 

AFTERNOON HAVING A GOOD TIME. 

In a Swiss mountain inn: 
SPECIAL TODAY - NO ICE-CREAM. 

Airline ticket office, Copenhagen: 
WE TAKE YOUR BAGS AND SEND THEM IN ALL  

DIRECTIONS. 
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Wednesday, June 17th, 8:00 pm:  RSVP for Poker Night. Call 
Larry and Nancy at 593‑9839 to RSVP, direction and other spe-
cifics about this event!  
 
Friday, Jun 20th, 6:00 pm:  Poker Night.  Larry and Nancy will 
host a Just-for-fun nickel-dime-quarter poker game at their 
house.  Beginners are welcome.  Snacks and diet sodas will be 
provided.  Bring your own drinks if you want something else.  
Adults only, please!  Allergy alert – friendly dogs and cats.  If we 
don't have at least 5 players by Wednesday evening, we may 
cancel and go to Cripple Creek instead! 
 
Sunday, June 21st, 1:00 pm: Scrabble®!  Meet at Sandy’s house, 
6066 Del Rey Drive (near Flintridge and Dublin, call 528-5483 
or email mandshalby@comcast.net for directions) for an after-
noon of just-for-fun Scrabble®.  Sodas, wine and snacks pro-
vided.  Adults only, please!  Allergy alert – cats and dogs! 
 
Wednesday, June 24th, 8:00 pm:  Reservations for Ultimate 
Saturday Supper!!  Call Al at 635‑4910 or e-mail him at alack-
erson@msn.com  to let him know to expect you at The Marga-
rita at Pine Creek on Saturday! 
 
Saturday, June 27th, 6:30 pm:  Ultimate Saturday Supper at 
The Margarita at Pine Creek! This is a special place – warm 
and friendly – and widely believed to be one of the best restau-
rants in Colorado Springs.  They’ve been open for over 35 years 
and their standards have consistently been top-notch.  We’ll be 
ordering dinner, which is prix fixe at The Margarita ($33.00 per 
person) and include five courses: appetizer (one of 2-3), tossed 
salad with homemade bread, soup du jour, entrée choice, plus 
dessert. (Entrée choices include beef or fish and one other meat 
dish.  There is also a lighter three-course dinner available. Spe-
cial diets are always catered to.) You can visit 
www.coloradoeats.com/margarita/about.html for a menu pre-
view and photos.  To get to The Margarita at Pine Creek, go 
west on Woodmen at I-25 and turn right on Commerce Center 
Drive, which becomes Pine Creek Road.  Look for the Margarita 
sign on the left.  Make sure you call Al at 635‑4910 or e-mail 
him at alackerson@msn.com for reservations. 

Advance Notice!  Tuesday, July 7th, 6:30 pm:  July Ex-
Comm Meeting and Dinner.  The July ExComm Meet-
ing and Dinner will be at The Wines of Colorado, 8045 
W. US Hwy 24, Cascade (west of Colorado Springs).  
Let’s take advantage of the weather and dine creek-
side!  Visit www.winesofcolorado.com for a preview! 

Saturday, June 6th, 6:30 – 9:00 pm:  Mensa Mix and Mingle!  
Married, single, Gen-X, new member, long time member, Hell’s 
M, shy, outgoing, whatever – you’re all invited to Sandy’s house!!  
Come out and meet some fellow Mensans - if you’ve not been to 
a Mensa event, this is the one you need to attend to break the 
ice!  Guests are welcome, so if you’d like to bring a friend or 
spouse with you, please do so!  Snacks, sodas, wine and beer will 
be provided.  Bring your own drinks if you want something else.  
Adults only, please.  Allergy alert – cats and dogs.   Sandy lives at 
6066 Del Rey Drive (near Flintridge and Dublin) in Colorado 
Springs.  For directions, call 528-5483 or email mand-
shalby@comcast.net. 
 
Thursday, June 11th, 6:30 pm: June ExComm Meeting and 
Dinner.  The June ExComm Meeting and Dinner will be at the 
Rock Bottom Brewery, 3316 Cinema Point (off Powers & Care-
free). Check out their menu at www.rockbottom.com.  Look for 
a Mensa “M” flag at a table or check with the dining room host!  
All members and their guests are welcome at this event.   
 
Saturday, June 13th, 6:00 pm:  Main Monthly Meeting:  Guest 
Speaker Connor Baker.  Connor Baker is a professional statisti-
cian and had, as he calls it, “a bit of a hand” in the subprime lend-
ing crisis that has contributed to our current economic crisis.  
He’s got a great story to tell about “this failed implementation of 
an interesting experiment” and promises that the tale includes 
intrigue, lies, greed and cover-up.  His first-hand experiences 
and knowledgeable analysis will shed some light on how we got 
into the subprime lending crisis and perhaps how to get out of 
our dreadful economic situation, too.  We’ll be meeting at 
Sandy’s house, 6066 Del Rey Drive (near Flintridge and Dublin, 
call 528-5483 or email mandshalby@comcast.net for directions).  
Sodas, wine and snacks provided.  Adults only, please!  Allergy 
alert – cats and dogs! 
 
Sunday, June 14th, 2:00 pm:  CultureQuest Review!  We’ve 
gotten the answers to this year’s CultureQuest and we’ll be 
meeting at Jim Hunter’s house to review all the questions and 
answers.  Time for some head-slapping “I knew that!”  Culture-
Quest is a once-a-year very intense trivia contest played by 
Mensa teams across the US and Canada.  Plains & Peaks Mensa 
fielded two teams this year – the PlainSmarts (Jim Hunter, Jim 
Wallace, Mike Halby, and Rob Dillon) and the PeakStars (Sandy 
Halby, Jenny Balderrama, Jan Fargo, and Al Ackerson).  If you’re 
interested in just how “intense” CultureQuest really is – join us 
for this review!!  Jim Hunter lives at 2353 Collegiate Drive, in 
Colorado Springs, which is in the area of Union and Academy.  If 
you need specific directions, either call Jim (598-1401) or Sandy 
(528-54823). 
 
Tuesday, June 16th, 6:00 pm:  Trivia at TGI Fridays!  We’re 
playing NTN Buzztime Trivia at T.G.I. Friday's, 7061 Commerce 
Center Drive (I-25 and Woodman).  Good eats, good prices, and 
plenty of TVs to look at and control boxes to play with.  Look 
for a Mensa “M” flag at a table in the bar and join us for a fast 
paced Trivia round! 

June Events  
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June 2009 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat  

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

6:30 – 9:00 pm 

Mensa Mix and 

Mingle 

@ Sandy’s 

7 8 9 10 11 

6:30 pm 

 ExComm Meet-

ing and Dinner 

@ Rock Bottom 

Brewery 

12 13 

6:00 pm  

MMM:  Guest 

Speaker Connor 

Baker 

@ Sandy’s 

14 
2:00  

CultureQuest  
Review 

 

15 16 

6:00 pm 

Trivia @ 

 TGI Fridays 

17 

8:00 pm 

RSVP for Poker 

Night 

18 19 20 

21 

1:00 pm 

 Scrabble®!   @ 

Sandy’s 

22 23 24 

8:00 pm:  Reserva-

tions for Ultimate 

Saturday Supper 

25 26 27 

6:30 pm 

USS @ The Mar-

garita at Pine 

Creek 

28 29 30     

Stephen D Copp  June 1 
Wade Richard Erickson  June 2 
Bill Bannister   June 3 
Christopher M Root  June 4 
Daniel Dwayne Cockerham June 8 
Eric James Miller  June 8 
Kenneth H Bates Jr  June 13 
Alfred Affleck Conner  June 16  
James G Hunter   June 16 
Devin Statham   June 17 
Dr Sallie A Watkins  June 27 
Janelle Adams   June 29 
 
NOTE:  If you don’t see your birthday posted here, it’s 
probably because that information (and perhaps more) is 
marked “non-releasable” on our rosters.  If you’d like to 
check on your personal information release status, please 
contact American Mensa (1-800-66-MENSA) or go to 
www.us.mensa.org and under Member resources, select 
the PDQ section  

June Birthdays 

This is a new feature I am trying. Please let me know 
what you think: Bogan54@aol.com 

 
 

"Meq trjm ntfrpmvsm mensa mevm v  
 
hvmeqp xvs gr hrp enj xenkgpqs nj mr krcq  
 
meqnp trmeqp." 

 
                      Meqrgrpq T. Eqjidpae 

Cryptogram 
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Mensa® is an international organization made up of people who have 
scored in the top 2% on standardized IQ tests. Mensa is non-profit and 

has no political or religious affiliations. The purpose of Mensa is to 

serve as a means of communication for its members and to foster intelli-

gence. PlainsPeaking is the official publication of Plains & Peaks Mensa 

(#808). Mensa itself has no opinions; any opinions expressed in 

PlainsPeaking, if not otherwise designated, are those of the individual 

contributor or of the editor. The appearance of any paid advertisement, 

should such an unlikely event occur, in PlainsPeaking does NOT imply 

any endorsement of products, services, or anything else mentioned in 

said ad by either Plains & Peaks Mensa, PlainsPeaking, American Mensa, 

Ltd., or Mensa International. Mensa® is registered at the U.S. Patent 

Office as the collective mark of an international membership organiza-

tion. 

 

PlainsPeaking is published monthly by Plains and Peaks Mensa Editor, 

1061 Hummingbird Ct, Colorado Springs, CO  80921-5696. All material 

within is copyright ©2007 by Plains & Peaks Mensa, except where 
otherwise indicated. Subscriptions are $6.00 (12 monthly issues) for 

non-Mensans and for Mensans who are not members of the P&P local 

group. Single issues are available on a first-come, first-served basis at no 

charge (but please include SASE). 

 

Editorial Policy: We (deliriously) welcome your letters, articles, poems, 

artwork, and puzzles. Items submitted to PlainsPeaking should be the 

ORIGINAL work of the author, and should be emailed if possible. If 

PlainsPeaking 
AMERICAN MENSA LTD. 

229 CORPORATE DRIVE WEST 

ARLINGTON, TX 76006-6103 

 

POSTMASTER: ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

previously published, please include where and when. Word 2000, 
RTF, and plain text formats are especially encouraged for articles, JPG 

or GIF for artwork. Equations should be typeset with MS Equation 

Editor. Typewritten work signed by the author and submitted by sur-

face mail is also welcome. Handwritten items may be accepted, but we 
cannot guarantee accuracy in publication. The editor’s e-mail address 

is Bogan54@aol.com. Please check with the editor about other accept-

able media and formats. Artwork will be reproduced as black and 
white or grayscale (drawings or photographs). The editor reserves the 

right to refuse to publish submitted material and to edit as necessary.  

 

Note to Contributors: By contributing material to Plains and Peaks 
Mensa, you are giving permission for your material to be published in 

both the newsletter and the web-based newsletter archives. You MAY 

withhold your name, email address, or any other address from the web-
based version; simply request this from the Editor. Other Mensa publi-

cations may reprint PlainsPeaking material if the author/artist and 

PlainsPeaking are credited and the material is not individually copy-

righted. Letters (and letter-like emails)  to the Editor will be consid-

ered for publication unless the author specifically requests otherwise.  

Note to Reprinting Editors: a courtesy copy indicating the material 

reprinted wold be greatly appreciated. To: PlainsPeaking Editor, 1061 

Hummingbird Ct, Colorado Springs, CO  80921-5696 


