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Hello, fellow Plains & Peaks Men-
sans!  Exciting news – we have a new 
dog in our family! Chance, a German 
Shepherd, has joined our pack. He’s a 
rescue dog and was found in Kansas 
by the Front Range German Shep-
herd Rescue group; he was appar-
ently on death row in an animal shel-
ter out there. They think he’s about a 
year old, but after watching him trip 
and fall into his water dish and per-
form other puppy antics, we think 
he’s probably a little younger than a 
year. He’s getting along quite well 
with Brinkley and Kody, but the cats 
are a challenge for him. He’s very cu-
rious about them but has learned that 
if he gets too close, cats are sharp and 
can swat his nose! 
 
On to Mensa…Our July calendar is 
full up!  There are plenty of activities 
to join, beginning with the ExComm 
Meeting and Dinner in Cascade at the 
Wines of Colorado. Then there’s 
Trivia Night, Poker Night, Mensa 
Mix and Mingle, USS (Ultimate Sat-
urday Supper), and finally, our Main 
Monthly Meeting, which is “Intro to 
Geocaching.”  Dave Syndergaard, our 
Plains and Peaks Mensa resident 
space and GPS expert, will be leading 
us on a geocaching expedition. We’ll 
meet at Dave’s house for a quick GPS 
lesson, then off to find some caches! If 
you have a GPS receiver, please bring 
it along; if you don’t have a GPS, 
come anyway, as we can share GPS 
receivers. Please check out Plains & 
Peaks calendar for more details.   
  
Also note in our calendar the advance 

LocSec News                                                             by Sandy Halby 
announcement of our 2nd Non-Annual 
Plains and Peaks Mensa Mini-RG, 
which will be over Labor Day Week-
end up in Cripple Creek. There’s a lot 
more to do at “the Creek” than gam-
ble; there are museums, the railroad, 
the Butte Theater, great hiking trails 
and even some geocaches stashed up 
there. Personally, I’m going to check 
out the old cemetery and see if I can 
find some of the graves of the “soiled 
doves” that Jan McKell wrote about 
in her books on prostitution in Crip-
ple Creek and Colorado.  Watch for 
more info in the August newsletter, 
but if you have any immediate ques-
tions, please contact Al Ackerson.  
 
If you’ve got a friend or relative that 
might like to join Mensa, we’re hold-
ing Mensa Admission Testing twice 
in July:  on the 8th and again on the 
19th.  Mensa Admissions testing takes 
about two hours, is not offered for 
those under 14 years of age, and in 
July, only costs $35 (a $5 savings). 
Please contact me for further testing 
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details or you can ask potential 
Mensa members to get in contact 
with me directly. 
 
As always, if you have an idea or topic 
for a Mensa meeting, or know that 
interesting someone who might speak 
to our group, let me know.  We can 
set it up!   
 
All for now – and don’t forget to 
check out  our web -site  at 
www.plainsandpeaksmensa.org – it’s 
an award-winner – thanks to Windy!  
And big thanks to Betsy, too, our 
great newsletter editor!!! 
 
Hope to see YOU soon at a Plains & 
Peaks Mensa event!! 
 
                                  ~ Sandy 

http://www.plainsandpeaks.us.mensa.org/
http://www.plainsandpeaksmensa.org
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Thanks for your vote! 
Just found out yesterday that I’ve been re-elected to a two-
year term as Regional Vice Chair for our mighty Heartland 
Region 7.  Thank you for your vote! 

 
Free Flashing Heartland Flag Pins! 
Can’t wait to meet you and give you one of our nifty flash-
ing Heartland Flag Pins during the Region 7 “Meet & 
Greet” from 4:30 PM to 5:30 PM in the Mt. Lebanon 
Room at the William Pitt Hotel during the Mensa annual 
convention (our 5 day “Annual Gathering”) in Pittsburgh.  
Last-minute registration is still available for $110.  From 
July 1 to July 5, 2009 you can meet over 1,400 interesting 
and unique Mensans from all over the country along with 
5 days of great programs plus hospitality, and snacks.  The 
Hilton Pittsburgh  has singles or doubles for only $89 per 
night (usually over $200 per night!).   
 
Welcome New Members! 
EVERY group in our Heartland Region 7 welcomed new 
members last month.  Leading the pack are Denver Mensa 

RV-7 Highlights                                             by Peggy Pannke-Smith 

RVC7@us.mensa.org 
Regional Vice Chair 

Heartland Region 7  

 

with 30 new members and Mid-America Mensa with 29 
new members.  Other groups with significant numbers of 
new members are Nebraska/Western Iowa, Boulder/
Front Range, Plains & Peaks and Central Iowa. 

 
A warm pat on the back to all the happy officers, board 
members and volunteers who make Region 7 so great!   
 

 
I’d love to hear from you!  Contact me at 

RVC7@us.mensa.org. 

Nora Suntkenand, a new Mensan.  Welcome! 
 
 
WELCOME BACK: 
 
Roberta Redford, who is rejoining our group.  Hello, 
again! 

Welcome and Farewell 

Plains and Peaks Mensa Officers 
 

Sandy Halby (LocSec/President) 

6066 Del Rey Dr, COS 80918 

719-528-5483 

mandshalby@comcast.net 
 

Jennifer Browning (2nd Vice Pres. for Membership) 

2034 Devon St, COS 80909 

719-591-0189 

JennyReal@aol.com 
 

Connor Baker  (Treasurer) 

PO Box 50602 

Colorado Springs CO 80949-602 

(719) 219-9703 

connor.baker@usa.net 

 

Betsy Ogan (PlainsPeaking Editor) 

1061 Hummingbird Ct, COS 80921 

719-481-1199 

Bogan54@aol.com 
 

Windy Haddad (Webmaster)  

1465 Stella Dr. COS 80921  

719-201-4743  

windy@windyhaddad.com  
 

Al Ackerson (Past President) 

3627 Hayman Court, COS 80910 

719-635-4910 

Alackerson@msn.com 

mailto:RVC7@us.mensa.org
mailto:mandshalby@comcast.net
mailto:JennyReal@aol.com
mailto:connor.baker@usa.net
mailto:Bogan54@aol.com
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Dear Sir: 
 
I am writing to thank you for bouncing my check with 
which I endeavored to pay my plumber last month. 
By my calculations, three nanoseconds must have elapsed 
between his presenting the check and the arrival in my 
account of the funds needed to honor it. 
 
I refer, of course, to the automatic monthly deposit of my 
entire pension, an arrangement, which, I admit, has been 
in place for only eight   years. You are to be commended 
for seizing that brief window of opportunity, and also for 
debiting my account $30 by way of penalty for the incon-
venience caused to your bank. My thankfulness springs 
from the manner in which this incident has caused me to 
rethink my errant financial ways. 
 
I noticed that whereas I personally answer your telephone 
calls and letters, --- when I try to contact you, I am con-
fronted by the impersonal, overcharging, pre-recorded, 
faceless entity, which your bank has become. 
 
From now on I, like you, choose only to deal with a flesh-
and-blood person. My mortgage and loan repayments will 
therefore and hereafter no longer be automatic, but will 
arrive at your bank, by check, addressed personally and 
confidentially to an employee at your bank whom you 
must nominate. 
 
Be aware that it is an offense under the Postal Act for any 
other person to open such an envelope. Please find at-
tached an Application Contact, which I require your cho-
sen employee to complete. I am sorry it runs to eight 
pages, but in order that I know as much about him or her 
as your bank knows about me, there is no alternative. 
Please note that all copies of his or her medical history 
must be countersigned by a Notary Public, and the man-
datory details of his/her financial situation (income, debts, 
assets and liabilities) must be accompanied by docu-
mented proof. In due course, at MY convenience, I will 
issue your employee with a PIN number, which he/she 
must quote in dealings with me. 
 
I regret that it cannot be shorter than 28 digits but, again, 
I have modeled it on the number of button presses re-
quired of me to access my account balance on your phone 
bank service. As they say, imitation is the sincerest form of 
flattery. 
 
Let me level the playing field even further. When you call 
me, press buttons as follows: 
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Letter to the Bank 
IMMEDIATELY AFTER DIALING, PRESS THE STAR 
(*) BUTTON FOR ENGLISH 

#1.  To make an appointment to see me. 
 
#2.  To query a missing payment. 
 
#3.  To transfer the call to my living room in case I am 
there. 
 
#4.  To transfer the call to my bedroom in case I am sleep-
ing 
 
#5.  To transfer the call to my toilet in case I am attending 
to nature. 
 
#6.  To transfer the call to my mobile phone if I am not at 
home 
 
#7.  To leave a message on my computer, a password to 
access my computer is required. Password will be commu-
nicated to you at a later date to that Authorized Contact 
mentioned earlier. 
 
#8.  To return to the main menu and to listen to options 1 
through 7. 
 
#9.  To make a general complaint or inquiry. The contact 
will then be put on hold, pending the attention of my 
automated answering service. 
 
#10.  This is a second reminder to press* for English. 
While this may, on occasion, involve a lengthy wait, up-
lifting music will play for the duration of the call. 
 
Regrettably, but again following your example, I must also 
levy an establishment fee to cover the setting up of this 
new arrangement. May I wish you a happy, if ever so 
slightly less prosperous New Year? 
 
Your Humble Client 
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lives at 6066 Del Rey Drive (near Flintridge and Dublin) in 
Colorado Springs.  For directions, call 528-5483 or email mand-
shalby@comcast.net. 
 
Wednesday, June 24th, 8:00 pm:  Reservations for Ultimate 
Saturday Supper!!  Call Al at 635 4̀910 or e-mail him at alack-
erson@msn.com  to let him know to expect you at A Taste of 
Philly on Saturday! 
 
Saturday, July 25th, 6:30 pm:  Ultimate Saturday Supper at A 
Taste of Philly!  Welcome to best Philly cheese steak sandwich 
in town!  A Taste of Philly, 3552 N. Academy (intersection of N. 
Carefree and Academy) is the fastest way to transport yourself 
to Philadelphia.  ATOP offers the gold standard bread for Philly 
steaks, Amoroso's, and is one of the few places in Colorado 
where you can find Tastykakes, a treat for anyone from Phila-
delphia.  Make sure you call Al at 635 4̀910 or e-mail him at 
alackerson@msn.com for reservations. 
 
Sunday, July 26th, 10:00 am:  Main Monthly Meeting – Intro-
duction to Geocaching!  Fellow Plains & Peaks Mensan Dave 
Syndergaard will introduce us to the hobby of geocaching, 
which uses the Global Positioning System.  We'll meet at Dave's 
house (5505 Vantage Vista Dr, Colorado Springs) for a short 
introduction and geocaching "training session,” then head out to 
look for geocaches.  Dave will look for a spot that has multiple 
caches in an area so we don't have to drive to more than one or 
two spots, and will try to keep the total walking distance down 
to a mile or so.  Please bring shoes suitable for hiking (nothing 
too strenuous), a snack, water, and a GPS receiver (if you have 
one - it's not required!).  Some of these "caches" contain small 
toys or trinkets, which make it great fun for kids.  If you plan to 
trade trinkets, please bring something to leave behind -- on the 
order of a hot wheels car or "better" happy meal toys. If you'd 
like to program the geocaches into your receiver, contact Dave 
at davesyn@aol.com and he'll send you a list of the geocaches 
(names, geocaches numbers, and coordinates).  For general in-
formation about geocaching, go to www.geocaching.com.  Call 
Sandy (428-5483) or Dave (442-6451) if you have any questions. 
 
 
Advance Notice!  Wednesday, Aug 19th, 6:30 pm: August 
ExComm Meeting and Dinner.  The August ExComm Meet-
ing and Dinner will be at Wild Bill’s Buffalo Wings, 7474 Flint-
ridge Drive.  
 
Advance Notice!  September 5-7:  2nd Non-Annual Plains and 
Peaks Mini-RG!  Check out the Cripple Creek and Victor Rail-
road!  Go to the Lowell Thomas, Old Homestead, or Jail Muse-
ums!  Visit the Pikes Peak Heritage Center!  Go to a play at the 
Butte Theater (The Fantasticks and Godspell being performed)!  
Eat and gambol…and gamble!  We’ll check in at the hotel Satur-
day morning, 5 September, and enjoy ourselves until Monday, 7 
September.  Hotel cost will be approximately $75 a night.  
Watch for more information about reservations and events in 
the August newsletter! 

Sunday, July 5th, 8:00 pm:  Reservations for July’s ExComm 
Meeting and Dinner due!  Contact Sandy to let her know you’ll 
be joining us at the Wines of Colorado.  
 
Tuesday, July 7th, 6:30 pm:  July ExComm Meeting and Din-
ner (Reservations required for this event).  The July ExComm 
Meeting and Dinner will be at The Wines of Colorado, 8045 W. 
US Hwy 24, in Cascade (west of Colorado Springs).  Let’s take 
advantage of the weather and dine creek side!  Visit 
www.winesofcolorado.com for a quick preview!  All members 
and their guests are welcome at this event, but you will need 
reservations!!   
 
Wednesday, July 8th, 6:15 pm:  Mensa Admissions Test.  We 
will be conducting Mensa Admissions Testing this date.  Regis-
tration is from 6:15 to 6:30 pm and testing starts promptly at 
6:30 pm. Reservations are strongly recommended as space is 
limited.  This testing session will be held at the East Library, 
Conference Room #1, 5550 North Union Blvd, Colorado Springs.   
 
Tuesday, July 14th, 6:00 pm:  Trivia at TGI Fridays!  We’re 
playing NTN Buzztime Trivia at T.G.I. Friday's, 7061 Commerce 
Center Drive (I-25 and Woodman).  Good eats, good prices, and 
plenty of TVs to look at and control boxes to play with.  Look 
for a Mensa “M” flag at a table in the bar and join us for a fast 
paced Trivia round! 
 
Thursday, 16th, 8:00 pm:  RSVP for Poker Night. Call Dave and 
Jen at 442-6451 (or Larry and Nancy at 593 9̀839) to RSVP, di-
rection and other specifics about this event!  
 
Saturday, 18th, 6:00 pm:  Poker Night.  Dave and Jen will host a 
Just-for-fun nickel-dime-quarter poker game at their house.  
Beginners are welcome.  Snacks and diet sodas will be provided.  
Bring your own drinks if you want something else.  Adults only, 
please!  Allergy alert – friendly dogs and cats.  If we don't have at 
least 5 players by Wednesday evening, we may cancel and go to 
Cripple Creek instead. 
 
Sunday, July 19th, 1:15 pm:  Mensa Admissions Test.  We will 
be conducting Mensa Admissions Testing this date.  Registra-
tion is from 1:15 to 1:30 pm and testing starts promptly at 1:30 
pm. Reservations are strongly recommended as space is limited.  
This testing session will be held at the Sand Creek Library 
Branch, in their meeting room, 1821 South Academy Blvd, Colo-
rado Springs.   
 
Sunday, July 19th, 6:30 – 9:00 pm:  Mensa Mix and Mingle!  
Married, single, Gen-X, new member, long time member, Hell’s 
M, shy, outgoing, whatever – you’re all invited to Sandy’s house!!  
Come out and meet some fellow Mensans - if you’ve not been to 
a Mensa event, this is the one you need to attend to break the 
ice!  Guests are welcome, so if you’d like to bring a friend or 
spouse with you, please do so!  Snacks, sodas, wine and beer will 
be provided.  Bring your own drinks or if you want something 
else.  Adults only, please.  Allergy alert – cats and dogs.   Sandy 

July Events  
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July 2009 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat  

   1 2 3 4 

5 

8:00 PM  

Reservations due 

for ExComm  

6 7 

6:30 PM  

ExComm  

Meeting @  

The Wines of  

Colorado  

8 

6:15 PM  

Mensa  

Admissions Test  

9 10  11  

12  13  14  

6:00 PM  

Trivia @ TGIF 

15  16  

8:00 PM  

Reservations 

due for Poker  

17  18  

6:00 PM  

Poker Night  

19  

1:15 PM  

Mensa  

Admissions Test  

6:30 PM  

Mensa Mix & 

Mingle  

20  21  22  23  24  

8:00 PM  

Reservations 

due for USS  

25  

6:30 PM  

USS @ 

A Taste of Philly  

26  

10:00 AM  

MMM 

Intro to  

geocaching  

27  28  29  30  31   

Ryan P Mielke   July 2 
Montgomery A Lee  July 4 
Philip Stahl   July 6 
Ken Mourer   July 13 
Theodore J Thompson  July 17 
Valerie Ann Nakamura  July 25 
Michael F Volpe III   July 26 
Marlene Larsen   July 27 
Hrishikesh R Kanitkar  July 29 
William C Bricking  July 31 
 
 
NOTE:  If you don’t see your birthday posted here, it’s 
probably because that information (and perhaps more) is 
marked “non-releasable” on our rosters.  If you’d like to 
check on your personal information release status, please 
contact American Mensa (1-800-66-MENSA) or go to 
www.us.mensa.org and under Member resources, select 
the PDQ section. 

July Birthdays 

 
 

            "Fqob gnforg zoii eahnog fqa ingv rd fqa deaa  

 

              rgic br irgx nb of ob fqa qrha rd fqa mensa." 

 

                                         ~Aihae Vnsob 

Cryptogram 
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Mensa® is an international organization made up of people who have 
scored in the top 2% on standardized IQ tests. Mensa is non-profit and 

has no political or religious affiliations. The purpose of Mensa is to 

serve as a means of communication for its members and to foster intelli-

gence. PlainsPeaking is the official publication of Plains & Peaks Mensa 

(#808). Mensa itself has no opinions; any opinions expressed in 

PlainsPeaking, if not otherwise designated, are those of the individual 

contributor or of the editor. The appearance of any paid advertisement, 

should such an unlikely event occur, in PlainsPeaking does NOT imply 

any endorsement of products, services, or anything else mentioned in 

said ad by either Plains & Peaks Mensa, PlainsPeaking, American Mensa, 

Ltd., or Mensa International. Mensa® is registered at the U.S. Patent 

Office as the collective mark of an international membership organiza-

tion. 

 

PlainsPeaking is published monthly by Plains and Peaks Mensa Editor, 

1061 Hummingbird Ct, Colorado Springs, CO  80921-5696. All material 

within is copyright ©2007 by Plains & Peaks Mensa, except where 
otherwise indicated. Subscriptions are $6.00 (12 monthly issues) for 

non-Mensans and for Mensans who are not members of the P&P local 

group. Single issues are available on a first-come, first-served basis at no 

charge (but please include SASE). 

 

Editorial Policy: We (deliriously) welcome your letters, articles, poems, 

artwork, and puzzles. Items submitted to PlainsPeaking should be the 

ORIGINAL work of the author, and should be emailed if possible. If 

PlainsPeaking 
AMERICAN MENSA LTD. 

229 CORPORATE DRIVE WEST 

ARLINGTON, TX 76006-6103 

 

POSTMASTER: ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

previously published, please include where and when. Word 2000, 
RTF, and plain text formats are especially encouraged for articles, JPG 

or GIF for artwork. Equations should be typeset with MS Equation 

Editor. Typewritten work signed by the author and submitted by sur-

face mail is also welcome. Handwritten items may be accepted, but we 
cannot guarantee accuracy in publication. The editor’s e-mail address 

is Bogan54@aol.com. Please check with the editor about other accept-

able media and formats. Artwork will be reproduced as black and 
white or grayscale (drawings or photographs). The editor reserves the 

right to refuse to publish submitted material and to edit as necessary.  

 

Note to Contributors: By contributing material to Plains and Peaks 
Mensa, you are giving permission for your material to be published in 

both the newsletter and the web-based newsletter archives. You MAY 

withhold your name, email address, or any other address from the web-
based version; simply request this from the Editor. Other Mensa publi-

cations may reprint PlainsPeaking material if the author/artist and 

PlainsPeaking are credited and the material is not individually copy-

righted. Letters (and letter-like emails)  to the Editor will be consid-

ered for publication unless the author specifically requests otherwise.  

Note to Reprinting Editors: a courtesy copy indicating the material 

reprinted wold be greatly appreciated. To: PlainsPeaking Editor, 1061 

Hummingbird Ct, Colorado Springs, CO  80921-5696 


