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Hello, fellow Plains & Peaks Men-
sans!  We’ll keep this LocSec news 
short this month, as our newsletter is 
chock full of other items … our calen-
dar, Treasurer Report, RVC7 Col-
umns, Misc Mensa Announcements, 
etc, etc.  Thanks again to Betsy for 
putting together such a great news-
letter! 
 
Our Plains & Peaks Mensa Holiday 
Party was, once again, a smashing 
success!  Our group had a ball at the 
Stagecoach Inn up in Manitou 
Springs – door prizes and gifts all 
around, along with crackers (no, not 
eating-type crackers, the British-type 
party crackers!!) and a great meal!  
Once again, the Stagecoach Inn food 
and service was extraordinarily good.  
And, our Mensa group had enough in 
its treasury to help with the ex-
penses, so as an extra holiday gift, 
each person’s meal cost was reduced.  
Consider joining us next year to kick 
off your holiday season!!  Check out 
the photos at our award-winning 
web-site: 
www.plainsandpeaks.us.mensa.org 
 
Our Main Monthly Meeting in Feb-
ruary will feature guest speaker Mr. 
Andy Pico, Colorado Springs Gazette 
Guest Columnist, economist and re-
tired Navy commander, who will be 
speaking to us about global warming 
and the political/economic ramifica-
tions of the global warming claims.  
To give you a teaser here, Mr. Pico 
stated in his Gazette column that 
there is ―growing evidence the cli-
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mate change hysteria is based on ma-
nipulated science without a solid ba-
sis or consensus.‖  He further ties the 
global warming claims into our new 
governmental leadership’s direction 
in economic and environmental poli-
cies.  Be prepared for some hard-
hitting, verifiable science facts and 
some lively discussion!!  Please see our 
calendar for meeting details. 
 
Also in February … ExComm Meeting 
and Dinner (open to all members), 
Scrabble®, Poker, Scene It?®, Trivia, 
and USS at XXXX.   There’s plenty to 
join in on … so just do it … and join in!! 
 
If you have e-mail, but are receiving 
this newsletter snail-mail, please up-
date your e-dress with American 
Mensa.  When you list an e-mail ad-
dress on the American Mensa roster, 
you’ll receive this newsletter, 
PlainsPeaking, the monthly Plains & 
Peaks Mensa newsletter, via e-mail, 
saving your local group $1.31 per 
month.  As a result of  these savings, 
our local group can now afford to 
―sponsor‖ more events.  Plus, you get 
an added bonus of being able to 
―click‖ on hyperlinks. Updating your 
e-dress is easy:  just call 1-800-66-
MENSA or visit www.us.mensa.org 
and sign into ―Member Logon‖! 
 
Thanks, everybody, for making our 
group so successful.  Hope to see 
YOU soon at a Plains & Peaks Mensa 
event!! 
 

  ~ Sandy 
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Are you Looking for a Job? 
Region 7 members can take advantage of a Mensa online 
career center via American Mensa’s CareerLink.  Post your 
resume, search for jobs and apply for jobs free.  Visit 
www.careerlink.us.mensa.org.  And good luck! 
 
 

February Special for your Smart Kids! 
Are your kids smarter than the average bear?  Well, Mensa 
has a deal for them in February.  Kids 17 and under can 
qualify for Mensa FREE by sending in their test score* 
along with an application found at http://
www.us.mensa.org/application.   Have them write ―Free 
Prior Evidence Month‖ in the payment portion.  This usu-
ally costs $40 so it’s a super time for your smart kids to 
join the club.  
 

Price Rollback until June 30, 2009 
Economic times are tough, so Mensa is rolling back the 
prior evidence review fee from $40 to $25 from now until 
June 30.  Spread the word to your friends & family that 
you think may qualify for Mensa.  Mention great member-
ship benefits including Mensa’s CareerLink, networking, 
Special Interest Groups and in-person events.   
 
*To see a partial list of accepted scores, visit  
http://www.us.mensa.org/scores. 
 

I’d love to hear from you!   

PlainsPeaking  

Happy Valentine’s 
Day to you all! 

 

Region 7 Rocks! 
53 new members in November!!  Thanks to mighty efforts 
during Mensa Testing Day, our Region 7 is up to 2,834 
members.  Leading the pack with the GOLD is NORTH 
DAKOTA with 15 new members; SILVER won by MID-
AMERICA with 13 new members, BRONZE by CEN-
TRAL IOWA with 11 new members and RUNNER-UPS 
for NEBRASKA/WESTERN IOWA and DENVER with 
10 new members each.  Way to go Heartland!! 
 
Must be something cooking in Kansas – MID AMERICA 
MENSA welcomed 21 new members in December!!  Con-
gratulations to CAROL PHILO, DON MARTIN, TOM 
HELTON, HEATHER NOBLE and WARREN WALKER 
– great job!   Not to be outdone, DENVER welcomed 18 
new members.  Congratulations to GARY SHAPIRO, 
SARAH WELBORN, LYNDA HARRIS and TIM 
WINKELMAN!   
 
Other terrific results included LINCOLN which went 
from 79 members up to a current 94 members this year; 
BOULDER/FRONT RANGE from 139 members up to 173 
members and the astonishing NORTH DAKOTA with a 
45% increase from a low of 64 last May up to 92 members 
now!  Way to go Heartland!!  Congratulations to each and 
every one of our most-appreciated volunteers.   
 

Congratulations!    

Congratulations to ANN KNUDSON, North Dakota Proc-
tor who was awarded a $30 Mensa gift certificate in the 
Testing Day Proctor contest.  Congratulations to GREG 
KONTZ, Dickinson Area Coordinator for North Dakota 
Mensa who was awarded a nifty plaque for winning the 
Region 7 Mensa Testing Day contest for new members. 
Welcome!    
New officers this month include BRIAN JENNINGS, Web Con-
tact for Kansas Sunflower and  DANA PRATT, new Proctor 
Coordinator for Lincoln Mensa.  A warm Region 7 welcome and 
thanks to you both! 
 

RV-7 Highlights                                            by Peggy Pannke-Smith 
RVC7@us.mensa.org 
Regional Vice Chair 

Heartland Region 7  

 

http://www.careerlink.us.mensa.org
http://www.us.mensa.org/application
http://www.us.mensa.org/application
http://www.us.mensa.org/scores
mailto:RVC7@us.mensa.org


Plains & Peaks Mensa Financial Report 

Plains and Peaks Mensa Officers 
 

Sandy Halby (LocSec/President) 
6066 Del Rey Dr, COS 80918 

719-528-5483 

mandshalby@comcast.net 
 

Jennifer Browning 
(2nd Vice Pres. for Membership) 

2034 Devon St, COS 80909 
719-591-0189 

JennyReal@aol.com 
 
Connor Baker  (New Treasurer) 

PO Box 50602 
Colorado Springs CO 80949-602 
(719) 219-9703 

connor.baker@usa.net 

 

Betsy Ogan (PlainsPeaking Editor) 

1061 Hummingbird Ct, COS 80921 
719-481-1199 

Bogan54@aol.com 
 

Windy Haddad (Webmaster)  

1465 Stella Dr. COS 80921  

719-201-4743  

windy@windyhaddad.com  
 
Al Ackerson (Past President) 
3627 Hayman Court, COS 80910 
719-635-4910 

Alackerson@msn.com 
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Welcome to 2009!  Which means it is time to publish 
the financial results for 2008. 
 

Plains & Peaks Mensa 
Income Statement 

01/31/2008 – 12/31/2008 
 
Revenues 
Transfers from AML $1,824 
Investment Revenue        28 
Total Revenue  $1,852   
 
Expenses 
Newsletter Expense  $  721 
Program Activities      416 
Total Expenses  $1,137 
 
Excess of Revenues 
Over Expenses  $  715  
 

Balance Sheet 
12/31/2008 

 
Beginning Reserves $5,371 
2008 Excess       715 
Ending Reserves $6,086 
 

Analysis 
 
Í Transfers are based on an average member count of 
174 at 82¢ per month 
Í Newsletter expense is an extremely important 
item.  We mail 41 paper newsletters per month at a 
cost of $1.31 each.  It doesn’t take a genius to do the 
math: we are losing about $20 per month on these 
members, so it requires the equivalent of about 25 
other members just to bring the loss to a break-even 
point.  In effect we have only 110 (not 174) members 
whose transfer is available to fund program activities.  
The paper newsletter is depriving us of considerable 
opportunity.  If you can, please convert to the e-mail 
version! 
Í Program activities expenses were lower than is 
desirable.  We should be spending 80-90% of revenue 
on program.  The ExComm began discussions in De-
cember on expanding our programs.  Our position of 
first vice president for program is currently vacant 
which compounds the problem. 
Reserve levels are appropriate.  In my conversations 
with Peggy Pannke-Smith, she stated that our reserves 

(roughly thrice revenue) are appropriate for a local group 
of our size.  Reserves are held in a checking and savings 
accounts (both interest bearing) and about half is kept in 
short term (<= 12 months), higher yielding certificates with 
staggered maturities.  With record-low interest rates, in-
vestment revenue is minimal. 
 
If you have any questions about our finances, please do not 
hesitate to contact me 
 
Connor Baker, Treasurer 
Plains & Peaks Mensa 

mailto:mandshalby@comcast.net
mailto:JennyReal@aol.com
mailto:connor.baker@usa.net
mailto:Bogan54@aol.com
mailto:windy@windyhaddad.com
mailto:Alackerson@msn.com
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Every two seconds someone in America needs blood, more 
than 39,000 units each day, according to the American 
Red Cross. 

 

Why do it Today? 
 

Valentine’s Day is the day of love and donation is the gift 
of life. Can you think of a more loving gesture than making 

February 14th the day you join thousands of Americans in 
making the donation decision? 
 

Editorõs Note: Allow me to make two points ñ 

 

My cousin was legally blind at the age of 16 from keratoconus, a de-

generative disorder of the eye in which structural changes within the 

cornea cause it to thin and change to a more conical shape than its 

normal gradual curve. She received two corneal transplants from two 

different donors who were courageous enough to carry a donor card. 

Today she has 20/30 vision with corrective lenses. 

Her father, Jack, passed away last November. Because of her experi-

ence with donation, she and her mother agreed to donate whatever her 

father could give. He was 80 years old, had diabetes, angina and con-

gestive heart failure yet was still able to donate his eyes and skin. 

February 14th is the tenth National Donor Day—a day to 
give the gift of life. Each day, about 77 people receive organ 
transplants. However, 19 people die each day waiting for 
transplants that can't take place because of the shortage of 
donated organs.  

Here is what YOU can do: 

Fill out an organ and tissue donation card, register with 
your State Donor Registry and make sure your family 
knows you want to be a donor. 

Join the National Registry of potential volunteer marrow 
and blood stem cell donors. 
 
Learn how you can donate your baby’s umbilical cord 
blood stem cells at birth. 

 
Donate blood. 

 

Why be a donor? 

Almost 95,000 people are in need of an organ for trans-
plant. About 35,000 children and adults in our country 
have life-threatening blood diseases that can be treated by 
a marrow/blood stem cell or cord blood transplant. 

National Donor Day 

This is a new feature I am trying. Please let me know what you think: Bogan54@aol.com 

 

"Mensa ns yw ryoe tabes stbs aqaer pbr nd sta iads pbr yh sta rabe." 
 
 

      Ebfjt Mbfpy Agaedyw 

Cryptogram 

mailto:Bogan54@aol.com
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Announcing the 2009 Beekeepers School  
hosted by the  

Pikes Peak Beekeepers Association  
www.pikespeakbeekeepers.org  

 

 
 When:  March 14 - 15, 2009 (Saturday 8 am - 4:30 pm and Sunday 8:30 am ï noon)  
 
 Where:  Bear Creek Nature Center, 245 Bear Creek Road, Colorado Springs, CO     

  
 Cost:  $50.00 per person.  Includes book  First Lessons in Beekeeping   
   and one year PPBA membership at a reduced annual dues rate of $10.   
   (Bee School without PPBA membership is $40.)  
 
 
 
 
 
 Contact:   Call to confirm registration by March 9th with Kim Gravestock  
    Phone (719) 632 -0075 or e-mail to: florador@comcast.net    
    There is limited seating.  We had a waiting list last year!   

 
 
This day and a half comprehensive course covers all aspects of beekeeping in the Pikes Peak 
region.  You will learn how to acquire bees and the necessary equipment to keep them.  We 
will demonstrate equipment assembly and honey extraction.  Bee biology and the skills to 
manage your bees through the four seasons, including disease management, will be covered.   

All lectures are presented by local beekeepers with years of collective knowledge.  
 
Whether you are interested in keeping your own colonies, or simply wanting to know more 
about these fascinating creatures and their wonderful product ï honey, this easy -to -follow 
course will open a new door into the natural world for you.  

http://www.pikespeakbeekeepers.org
mailto:florador@comcast.net
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Sunday, Feb 22nd, 6:30 pm:  Main Monthly Meeting – 
Guest Speaker:  Andy Pico on Global Warming!! For 
our February Guest Speaker, we’ve booked Andy Pico, 
Gazette Guest Columnist, economist, and retired Navy 
commander, to speak to us about global warming.  Mr. 
Pico recently wrote an opinion piece in the Gazette that 
focused the facts surrounding Global Warming – and 
those are not the same facts that are normally presented 
by our press and politicians.  (You can see Mr. Pico’s col-
umn at the Gazette online, 24 Jan 09 or use this link:  
http://www.gazette.com/opinion/climate_46799___article.
html/ice_change.html)  Join us at Sandy’s house, 6066 Del 
Rey Drive (near Flintridge and Dublin), phone 528-5483 
or e-mail mandshalby@comcast.net for directions.  Adults 
only, please!  Allergy alert – dogs and cats. 
 
Thursday, Feb 26th, 8:00 pm:  Reservations for Ulti-
mate Saturday Supper!!  Call Al at 635 4̀910 or e-mail 
him at alackerson@msn.com  to let him know to expect 
you at Bird Dog Barbeque on Saturday! 
 
Saturday, Feb 28th, 6:30 pm:  Ultimate Saturday Supper 
at Bird Dog Barbeque!  We’re goin’ to the dogs!  Let’s 
meet up at Bird Dog Barbeque, 5984 Stetson Hills Blvd, 
Suite 300 for some good eats!  Bird Dog specializes  in bar-
beque dishes of all sorts (and cold beer, too!).  Check out 
their website, http://www.birddogbbq.com/menu.htm for 
menu options!   
 
Advance Notice!  Wednesday, March 5th, 6:30 pm: 
March ExComm Meeting and Dinner.  The March Ex-
Comm Meeting and Dinner will be at The Curry Leaf, 26 
South Wahsatch, where we can try some Sri Lankan cui-
sine!   

While all the events listed on our calendar are open to all our 
Mensa members and their guests, we do request that our 
members respect the event host’s wishes, such as no smok-
ing, no alcohol, adults only, park only in the street, etc.    
 
Saturday, Feb 7th, 1:00 pm: Scrabble®!  Meet at Sandy’s 
house, 6066 Del Rey Drive (near Flintridge and Dublin, call 
528-5483 or email mandshalby@comcast.net for direc-
tions) for an afternoon of just-for-fun Scrabble®.  Sodas, 
wine and snacks provided.  Adults only, please!  Allergy 
alert – cats and dogs! 
 
Sunday, Feb 8th, 6:00 pm:  February ExComm Meeting 
and Dinner.  The February ExComm Meeting and Dinner 
will be at The Firehouse, a new barbeque place on Colo-
rado Avenue.  (But if you don’t like barbeque, The Fire-
house supposedly serves the best fried chicken in town.  
Give that a whirl!)  The address is 718 W. Colorado Ave-
nue … see you there! 
Here’s a link to the Gazette review of The Firehouse 
http://www.gazette.com/articles/barbecue_44739___article

.html/chicken_good.html  

 
Wednesday, Feb 11th, 8:00 pm:  RSVP for Poker Night. 
Call Larry and Nancy at 593 9̀839 to RSVP, direction and 
other specifics about this event!  
 
Friday, Feb 13th, 6:00 pm:  Poker Night.  Larry and Nancy 
will host a Just-for-fun nickel-dime-quarter poker game at 
their house.  Beginners are welcome.  Snacks and diet so-
das will be provided.  Bring your own drinks if you want 
something else.  Adults only, please!  Allergy alert – 
friendly dogs and cats.  If we don't have at least 5 players 
by Wednesday evening, we may cancel and go to Cripple 
Creek instead! 
 
Sunday, Feb 15th, 6:00 pm:  Scene It?® Night!!  Are you a 
movie fan?  Want to join us for an evening of Scene It?®?   
We’re meeting up for a bit of nosh, a bit of wine (or soda 
or beer), and a bit of fun playing the fast-paced movie 
trivia game!  Sandy’s house is at 6066 Del Rey Drive (near 
Flintridge and Dublin), phone 528-5483 or e-mail mand-
shalby@comcast.net for directions.  Adults only, please!  
Allergy alert – dogs and cats. 
 
Tuesday, Feb 17th, 6:00 pm:  Trivia at TGI Fridays!  
We’re playing NTN Buzztime Trivia at T.G.I. Friday's, 
7061 Commerce Center Drive (I-25 and Woodman).  Good 
eats, good prices, and plenty of TVs to look at and control 
boxes to play with.  Look for a Mensa ―M‖ flag at a table in 
the bar and join us for a fast paced Trivia round! 

February Events  
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FAREWELL TO: 
Robert A. Barboni, a long time Plains & Peaks supporter, 
who moved to Pennsylvania.  Good luck to you, Bob! 
John M. Johnston, who moved to California.   
 
WELCOME: 
Gary Zachman, a new Mensan.  Hello, Gary! 
 
WELCOME BACK: 
Mike Dulaney and Gary Mohr  who are rejoining our 
group.  Looking forward to seeing you again!! 

Welcome and Farewell 

http://www.gazette.com/opinion/climate_46799___article.html/ice_change.html
http://www.gazette.com/opinion/climate_46799___article.html/ice_change.html
mailto:mandshalby@comcast.net
mailto:alackerson@msn.com
http://www.birddogbbq.com/menu.htm
mailto:mandshalby@comcast.net
http://www.gazette.com/articles/barbecue_44739___article.html/chicken_good.html
http://www.gazette.com/articles/barbecue_44739___article.html/chicken_good.html
mailto:mandshalby@comcast.net
mailto:mandshalby@comcast.net
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Jennifer Browning February 4 
Mike Halby  February 5 
Eric S Johnson  February 8 
Anita Louise Russell February 17 
Al Ackerson  February 19 
David Haukom  February 20 
Frank W Shelton February 26 
Jennifer Manship February 28 
 
 
NOTE:  If you don’t see your birthday posted here, it’s 
probably because that information (and perhaps more) is 
marked ―non-releasable‖ on our rosters.  If you’d like to 
check on your personal information release status, please 
contact American Mensa (1-800-66-MENSA) or go to 
www.us.mensa.org and under Member resources, select 
the PDQ section. 

February Birthdays 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
1:00 PM  

Scrabble®!   

@ Sandyôs 

8 
6:00 PM 

ExComm  

Meeting/Dinner  

The Firehouse  

 

9 10 11 
 

 8:00 pm  

 RSVP for 

Poker Night  

12 13 

 
6:00 pm  

Poker Night  

 

14 

15 

 
6:00 pm  

Scene It?® 

Night!!   

16 17 

 
6:00 pm  

  Trivia at TGI 

Fridays  

18 19 20 21 

22 
6:30 PM 

MMM 

Andy Pico on  

Global  

Warming  

23 24 24 26 

 
8:00 PM 

Reservations 

for USS  

27 28 

 
6:30 PM 

USS @ 

Bird Dog  

Barbeque  

Register now for AG 2009:  About Mensans For Men-
sans! The fabulous AMFM AG, July 1-5, 2009.  The his-
toric Omni William Penn Hotel in Pittsburgh will host 
American Mensa's Annual Gathering for five spectacular 
days in July. More than 800 of your fellow Mensans have 
already registered to enjoy programs and events designed 
especially for them. Plan now to join them and take part 
in all that the AMFM AG has to offer!  Visit 
www.ag2009.us.mensa.org for more information! 
 
Mensa Calgary will be hosting a Regional Gathering in 
Banff, Alberta (Canada) on September 11, 12 and 13, 2009 
at the luxury Fairmont Banff Springs Hotel surrounded by 
the Canadian Rocky Mountains.  Please visit their web-
site at www.mensabanffrg.com for registration details.  A 
warm welcome awaits their fellow US members.  "What 
good is a superior mind without another superior mind to communi-
cate with." Ashleigh Brilliant 

Announcements 

http://www.us.mensa.org
http://www.ag2009.us.mensa.org
http://www.mensabanffrg.com


Mensa® is an international organization made up of people who have 
scored in the top 2% on standardized IQ tests. Mensa is non-profit and 

has no political or religious affiliations. The purpose of Mensa is to 

serve as a means of communication for its members and to foster intelli-

gence. PlainsPeaking is the official publication of Plains & Peaks Mensa 

(#808). Mensa itself has no opinions; any opinions expressed in 

PlainsPeaking, if not otherwise designated, are those of the individual 

contributor or of the editor. The appearance of any paid advertisement, 

should such an unlikely event occur, in PlainsPeaking does NOT imply 

any endorsement of products, services, or anything else mentioned in 

said ad by either Plains & Peaks Mensa, PlainsPeaking, American Mensa, 

Ltd., or Mensa International. Mensa® is registered at the U.S. Patent 

Office as the collective mark of an international membership organiza-

tion. 

 

PlainsPeaking is published monthly by Plains and Peaks Mensa Editor, 

1061 Hummingbird Ct, Colorado Springs, CO  80921-5696. All material 

within is copyright ©2007 by Plains & Peaks Mensa, except where 
otherwise indicated. Subscriptions are $6.00 (12 monthly issues) for 

non-Mensans and for Mensans who are not members of the P&P local 

group. Single issues are available on a first-come, first-served basis at no 

charge (but please include SASE). 

 

Editorial Policy: We (deliriously) welcome your letters, articles, poems, 

artwork, and puzzles. Items submitted to PlainsPeaking should be the 

ORIGINAL work of the author, and should be emailed if possible. If 

PlainsPeaking  
AMERICAN MENSA LTD. 

229 CORPORATE DRIVE WEST 

ARLINGTON, TX 76006-6103 

 

POSTMASTER: ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

previously published, please include where and when. Word 2000, 
RTF, and plain text formats are especially encouraged for articles, JPG 

or GIF for artwork. Equations should be typeset with MS Equation 

Editor. Typewritten work signed by the author and submitted by sur-

face mail is also welcome. Handwritten items may be accepted, but we 
cannot guarantee accuracy in publication. The editor’s e-mail address 

is Bogan54@aol.com. Please check with the editor about other accept-

able media and formats. Artwork will be reproduced as black and 
white or grayscale (drawings or photographs). The editor reserves the 

right to refuse to publish submitted material and to edit as necessary.  

 

Note to Contributors: By contributing material to Plains and Peaks 
Mensa, you are giving permission for your material to be published in 

both the newsletter and the web-based newsletter archives. You MAY 

withhold your name, email address, or any other address from the web-
based version; simply request this from the Editor. Other Mensa publi-

cations may reprint PlainsPeaking material if the author/artist and 

PlainsPeaking are credited and the material is not individually copy-

righted. Letters (and letter-like emails)  to the Editor will be consid-

ered for publication unless the author specifically requests otherwise.  

Note to Reprinting Editors: a courtesy copy indicating the material 

reprinted wold be greatly appreciated. To: PlainsPeaking Editor, 1061 

Hummingbird Ct, Colorado Springs, CO  80921-5696 


