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Hello, fellow Plains & Peaks Mensans!  
What news Rent-A-Mike and I have!  
We have a new dog ð Kody!  Short for 
Kodiak ð ôcause thatõs just what he looks 
like ð a big old Kodiak brown bear!  Heõs 
a 4-year (probably) old brown New-
foundland from the Colorado Newf Res-
cue group.  We saw his photo and 
thought we could give him a good home 
for the rest of his life ð so we picked him 
up in early October.  Heõs extremely 
obese ð weõre working on that ð lots of 
walks and a good quality dog food ð and 
NO SNACKS.  He and Brinkley get along 
just fine, and Kody has even shown some 
interest in playing é which is a huge im-
provement, as when we first got him, he 
could barely get up off the floor.  Heõs a 
typical Newf ð lots of hair, drooling and 
wanting to be underfoot all the time!  He 
is very loving and gentle and has become 
a hit with the neighborhood kids!  Iõll 
send a couple of photos to Windy to post 
on the Plains & Peaks Mensa web-site:  
www.plainsandpeaksmensa.org. 
 
Finding new places for walking Kody 
and Brinkley is no problem ð as Dave and 
Jen now have us hooked on geocaching.  
We load up the dogs and off we go!   
When we went geocaching for last 
monthõs MMM, my GPS receiver would 
only pull in about 3 or 4 satellites, while 
Daveõs was registering about 8 or 9 é so 
we did get a new GPS receiver.  Mine 
was so old that Dave pointed out the 
probably half the satellites in the GPS 
constellation were no longer there.  Any-
way ð my old GPS receiver was okay if 
you were lost and just trying to find the 
general area where you left the car ð find-
ing anything smaller ð like a geocache 
would be practically impossible!!  Weõve 
been having a ball geocaching é check it 
out at www.geocaching.com or if you 

LocSec News                                                             by Sandy Halby 
have further questions, contact Dave S. at 
davesyn@aol.com.   
 
In November for the Main Monthly 
Meeting ð how about some line dancing 
and two steppin?  (And maybe a beer or 
two??)  Weõll be headinõ down to Cow-
boys to have a little fun ð and learn to 
dance country-style!  Weõve planned this 
for a Sunday, which is Family Day at 
Cowboys ð and kids are welcome!  So git 
yer boots on and join in!  Check out the 
calendar for details. 
 
Also in November é ExComm at Oscarõs 
ð best oysters in town é and Scrabble and 
Trivia Night ð why donõt you show up 
and kick butt this month!!  You know you 
can!  Well ð maybe or maybe not é youõd 
be hard pressed to beat Al and Jim at 
these events é but why not give it a try ð 
and enjoy some good food, drinks and 
GREAT company in the process!!    
 
And é Weõre having a special event in 
November ð Mensa Mead Making!  
Check out the calendar for details or con-
tact Jen Owens at 442-6451 or 
jenmkmagic@aol.com for more informa-
tion! 
 
Coming up in December ð our annual 
Holiday Party on the 6th of December!  Itõs 
our gala event of the year ð crackers, door 
prizes, lots of fun and the best company 
around!  Weõll be partying at the Stage-
coach in Manitou Springs ð join us for 
some excellent food and service ð not to 
mention fun with your Mensa group!  Be 
sure to get your reservations in by the 3rd 
of December to reserve a seat at the table!  
Arrive early to socialize during cocktail 
hour and meet a few fellow Mensans! 
 
Weõll be offering Mensa Admissions 
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Testing in November, too, so if you know 
of someone who wants to test, let them 
know about our testing date.  Space is 
limited, so reservations are recommended 
for this testing session.  Also in Novem-
ber, American Mensa is running a special 
on òprior evidenceó for current and for-
mer.  See the blurb elsewhere in this 
newsletter! 
 
Donõt forget é. Our webmistress, Windy, 
is the best ð  and sheõs got the awards to 
prove it ð if you have a personal page or 
business page, or a site you think other 
Mensans would enjoy, and youõd like to 
link up to our site, contact Windy at 
windy@windyhaddad.com .  Same goes 
for photos, etc ð if youõve been on a trip 
lately ð send Windy a blurb and some 
pix!! 

See you soon at a Plains & Peaks 
Mensa event!!  Thanks! 

 

 
  ~ Sandy 
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PlainsPeaking  

Good news:  the Annual Gathering in Denver made a 
profit of about $30,000!   Thanks to the entire AG Com-
mittee and the incredible participation of close to 2,000 
members for making this a profitable and fun event! 
 
Mensa Politics:  The Planning Committee headed by John 
Recht has hired Tecker Consultants at a cost of $30,000 
for a Governance Project to advise the American Mensa 
Committee (AMC).   The AMC is meeting this month to 
discuss this project.  The Governance Project summary is 
replete with corporate language (lots of words like 
òstrategicó, òdevelopmentó, òdelegatedó, òprocessó, etc.)  
But in Plain English, if the AMC chooses goals and 
makes decisions (letting the paid staff handle the rest), 
the $30,000 plan would be considered a success.  The 
Planning Committee is requesting ideas from you:  What 
goals do you want?   Send your ideas to 
rvc8@us.mensa.org. 
  
Military Promotion : Do you have smart friends in the 
Military ?  All during November in honor of Veterans Day, 
Mensa is offering FREE prior evidence (waiving the $40 
fee) reviews to all current or past military who submit 
prior evidence along with a copy of their current military 
ID or a copy of the DD214 form.  American Mensa cur-
rently accepts more than 200 tests as prior evidence.  To 
see a list, visit www.us.mensa.org/testscores. 
 
Congratulations!   Even before the results of our Mensa 
National Testing Day, three of our mighty Region 7 groups 
have enjoyed growth in membership:  The GOLD goes to 
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RV-7 Highlights              by Peggy Pannke-Smith 
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RVC7@us.mensa.org 
Heartland Region 7  
Regional Vice Chair 

Mid -America with 13 new members in September, the 
SILVER to Denver with 11 new members and the 
BRONZE to Kansas Sunflower with 6 more members.   
Watch for more great news next month! 
 
Welcome!   New officers for Central Iowa include JENI-
PHER SUTHERLAND as Membership Officer and 
DANIEL HECK as Editor.  A warm Region 7 welcome and 
thanks to you both! 

Iõd love to hear from you!  Contact me at 
RVC7@us.mensa.org. 
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Inflation rates across the country have soared in the past year, 
and American Mensa has felt the impact throughout our budget. 
In the past year, expenses in areas including fuel, paper and 
postage have increased nearly 45%. We have balanced most of 
these increases by "tightening our belts" in every budget cate-
gory, but a dues increase has still become necessary. 
 
Effective January 1, annual dues will increase to $59. Second 
family member rates will increase to $39, 3-year memberships to 
$160 and 5-year memberships to $260. 
 
Please note, you may renew at the current rates until December 
31, 2008. Visit www.us.mensa.org/renew or call 888-294-8035 
ext. 199 to renew this year and lock in current rates for a 3-year, 
5-year or Life Membership. 

This is a new feature I am trying. Please let 

me know what you think: Bogan54@aol.com  

I will pick quotes that are topical. This one is 

about elections.  

 

 

E odgqrqtqew rpqwha dc rps wslr sgstrqdw;  

e arersanew rpqwha dc rps wslr bswsierqdw.   

 

                     ~Mensa Cissnew Tgeihs  

Cryptogram 
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Dues to Increase January 1 

FROM AMERICAN MENSA:   
 

With many of our friends and family 
serving overseas, American Mensa 
would like to recognize the contribu-
tions of our current and veteran armed 
services with a special promotion. In 
honor of Veterans Day on November 
11, we will be offering free prior evi-
dence review to all current or past mili-
tary during the month of Novem-
ber.  From November 1 - November 
30, we will waive the $40 fee for any-
one who submits prior evidence along 
with a copy of their current military ID 
or a copy of their DD214 form. 
American Mensa currently accepts 
more than 200 tests as prior evidence.  
To see a list of partial scores, visit 
http://www.us.mensa.org/testscores.  

I donõt usually get this dressed up for  
Halloween but decided to have a little fun 
this year. 
 
   `  Your editor 

http://www.us.mensa.org/testscores


PlainsPeaking  

Tuesday, Nov 18th, 6:00 pm:  Trivia at TGI Fridays!  
Weõre playing NTN Buzztime Trivia at T.G.I. Friday's, 
7061 Commerce Center Drive (I-25 and Wood-
man).  Good eats, good prices, and plenty of TVs to look 
at and control boxes to play with.  Look for a Mensa òMó 
flag at a table in the bar and join us for a fast paced Trivia 
round! 
 
Saturday, Nov 22nd, 1:00 pm:  Mensa Mead Making!!  
Ever made mead (or honey wine)?? Jennifer Owens/
Syndergaard would like a few volunteer kitchen wenches 
(of any gender) to help start up a òfyne batch of mead,ó 
which, depending on how it goes, would be ready to drink 
somewhere between 3 months and 6 years from now, if 
ever.   There's no formal presentation or "how-to" to ac-
company this activity, since, as a beginner, Jennifer does-
n't quite know what she's doing!  This activity is just con-
genial kitchen work and some kitchen scraps for your 
troubles.  (The honey is local and Mensa-made, supplied 
by Rent-A-Mike and Sandy from their backyard beehive.)  
Advice from home-brewer-Mensans is very welcome as 
long as it comes with no expectation of being fol-
lowed.  Suggestions for appropriate names for the brew 
are also welcome. If interested, contact Jen at 442-6451 or 
jenmkmagic@aol.com. 
 
Advance Notice:  Wednesday, Dec 3rd:  PLAINS & 
PEAKS HOLIDAY PARTY RSVP DUE!!  You wonõt 
want to miss our annual Holiday Party é. Our biggest 
event of the year!!  Call Sandy at 528-5483 or èmail 
mandshalby@comcast.net for reservations!! 
 
Advance Notice:  Saturday, Dec 6th, Cocktails at 5:00 
pm, Dinner at 6:00 pm:  Plains & Peaks Holiday Party!  
Join us for our annual Plains & Peaks Mensa Holiday 
Party!  Party favors, lots of good conversations, door 
prizes - what a night weõll have!  Since we had such a good 
time at the Stagecoach Inn for the last two years, and they 
did such a splendid job both times  ð food was great and 
service was wonderful ð we rebooked our Holiday Party 
again with them.  The Stagecoach Inn is at 702 Manitou 
Avenue, up in Manitou Springs.  We will be pre-ordering 
off a banquet menu but will have separate checks (tax and 
tip included).  Reservations are required for this event!!  
For a peek at their regular menu ð go to 
www.stagecoachinn.com. 
 
 

Thursday, Nov 6th, 6:00 pm:  November ExComm Meet-
ing and Dinner.  The November ExComm Meeting and 
Dinner will be at Oscarõs Oyster Bar, 333 South Tejon.  
Oscarõs features fresh oysters, premium aged Angus steaks, 
and authentic Cajun food.  Come during Happy Hour (4-7 
pm) and enjoy two-4-one oysters, as well as discounted 
house wine and bottled beer.  Visit 
www.oscarstejonstreet.com for a menu preview. 
 
Sunday, Nov 9th, 5:00 pm:  Main Monthly Meeting ð 
Line Dancing and Two Steppinõ!  Weõll be meeting at 
Cowboys, 25 North Tejon, to kick up our heels a bit this 
month!  Sunday Nights are Family Night at Cowboys ð so 
no need to leave the kids at home ð bring ôem along!  Weõll 
start off with line dancing lessons 5:00 ð 6:00 pm, followed 
by traditional dance lessons 6:30 ð 8:30 pm.  Cowboysõ has 
drinks and food to offer, so if you dance up a thirst or hun-
ger, you can get something right there.  There is a cover 
change (should be $10 per person, $3 for 15 years old and 
younger), but the dance lessons are free.  When you get 
there, look for a Mensa flag at our table é See you there, 
pardner!! 
 
Saturday, Nov 15th, 9:30 am:  Mensa Admission Testing.  
Plains & Peaks Mensa will be offering Mensa Admissions 
Testing on this date; registration will be from 9:30 - 9:45 
am with testing starting promptly at 9:45 
am.  Reservations are strongly recommended as space is 
limited.   The Mensa Admissions Testing takes about 2 
hours and there are actually 2 tests administered (the 
Mensa Admissions Test and the Wonderlic Personnel 
Test).  If a person scores within the top 2% on either of 
these administered tests, he/she will be offered member-
ship in Mensa.  The testing fee is currently $40 (covers 
both tests and is payable prior to testing) and you must 
have a photo ID with birthdate at the testing session.  The 
tests are not valid for anyone under 14 years of age.  If you 
have taken either test before, you may not retake that 
test.  This testing session will be held at the East Library, 
Conference Room #1, 5550 North Union Blvd, Colorado 
Springs.  If you have any more questions about Mensa Ad-
missions Testing or about American Mensa, please contact 
Sandy at 528-5483 or mandshalby@comcast.net.   
 
Sunday, Nov 16th, 1:00 pm: Scrabble®!  Meet at Sandyõs 
house, 6066 Del Rey Drive (near Flintridge and Dublin, call 
528-5483 or email mandshalby@comcast.net for direc-
tions) for an afternoon of non-competitive Scrabble®.  So-
das, wine and snacks provided.  Allergy alert ð cats and 
dogs! 

November Calendar                         
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Sun Mon Tues Wed  Thurs Fri  Sat 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 
Ex-Comm  
Dinner @ 
Oscarõs 
6:00 PM 

7 8 

9 
MMM @ 
Cowboyõs 
5:00 PM 

10 11 12 13 14 15 
Mensa Testing 

9:30 AM 

16 
Scrabble®!   @ 
Sandyõs 
1:00 PM 

17 18 
Trivia @ 
TGI Fridayõs 

6:00 PM 

19 20 21 22 
Mensa Mead 

Making 
1:00 PM 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30   Dec 3 
Reservations 

due for  
Holiday Party 

  Dec 6 
HOLIDAY  
PARTY!! 

 
Judy Sikes  Nov 1 
Andrew B Jahnke Nov 6 
Teresa Machacek Nov 7 
Mark Bowers  Nov 11 
Charlotte Muchow Nov 14 
William Howell Jr Nov 15 
Marcia M Carroll Nov 21 
William T Jones Jr Nov 30 
 
NOTE:  If you donõt see your birthday posted here, itõs 
probably because that information (and perhaps more) is 
marked ònon-releasableó on our rosters.  If youõd like to 
check on your personal information release status, please 
contact American Mensa (1-800-66-MENSA) or go to 
www.us.mensa.org and under Member resources, select 
the PDQ section. 

November Birthdays 

FAREWELL TO: 
 
Victoria D Bianchi, who will be in the Denver group.    
Dr Michael Fox, who move to California.   
David L Carter, who is now with the New Mexico 
group. 
 
 
WELCOME TO PLAINS & PEAKS MENSA: 
 
Devin Statham, who moved here from Georgia.  Hello! 
Welcome to Plains & Peaks Mensa. 
 
 
WELCOME BACK TO:   
 
Dave Selander ð Hello, again!  Really great to have you 
back in the group.  Going to show up for Poker Night?  

Welcome and Farewell 
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Mensa® is an international organization made up of people who 
have scored in the top 2% on standardized IQ tests. Mensa is 
non-profit and has no political or religious affiliations. The pur-
pose of Mensa is to serve as a means of communication for its 
members and to foster intelligence. PlainsPeaking is the official 
publication of Plains & Peaks Mensa (#808). Mensa itself has 
no opinions; any opinions expressed in PlainsPeaking, if not oth-
erwise designated, are those of the individual contributor or of 
the editor. The appearance of any paid advertisement, should 
such an unlikely event occur, in PlainsPeaking does NOT imply 
any endorsement of products, services, or anything else men-
tioned in said ad by either Plains & Peaks Mensa, PlainsPeaking, 
American Mensa, Ltd., or Mensa International. Mensa® is regis-
tered at the U.S. Patent Office as the collective mark of an inter-
national membership organization. 
 
PlainsPeaking is published monthly by Plains and Peaks Mensa 
Editor, 1061 Hummingbird Ct, Colorado Springs, CO  80921-
5696. All material within is copyright ©2007 by Plains & Peaks 
Mensa, except where otherwise indicated. Subscriptions are 
$6.00 (12 monthly issues) for non-Mensans and for Mensans 
who are not members of the P&P local group. Single issues are 
available on a first-come, first-served basis at no charge (but 
please include SASE). 
 
Editorial Policy: We (deliriously) welcome your letters, articles, 
poems, artwork, and puzzles. Items submitted to PlainsPeaking 

PlainsPeaking  
AMERICAN MENSA LTD. 

229 CORPORATE DRIVE WEST 

ARLINGTON, TX 76006-6103 

 

POSTMASTER: ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

should be the ORIGINAL work of the author, and should be 
emailed if possible. If previously published, please include 
where and when. Word 2000, RTF, and plain text formats are 
especially encouraged for articles, JPG or GIF for artwork. 
Equations should be typeset with MS Equation Editor. Type-
written work signed by the author and submitted by surface 
mail is also welcome. Handwritten items may be accepted, but 
we cannot guarantee accuracy in publication. The editorõs e-
mail address is Bogan54@aol.com. Please check with the editor 
about other acceptable media and formats. Artwork will be 
reproduced as black and white or grayscale (drawings or photo-
graphs). The editor reserves the right to refuse to publish sub-
mitted material and to edit as necessary.  
 
Note to Contributors: By contributing material to Plains and 
Peaks Mensa, you are giving permission for your material to be 
published in both the newsletter and the web-based newsletter 
archives. You MAY withhold your name, email address, or any 
other address from the web-based version; simply request this 
from the Editor. Other Mensa publications may reprint 
PlainsPeaking material if the author/artist and PlainsPeaking are 
credited and the material is not individually copyrighted. Let-
ters (and letter-like emails)  to the Editor will be considered for 
publication unless the author specifically requests otherwise.  
Note to Reprinting Editors: a courtesy copy indicating the ma-
terial reprinted wold be greatly appreciated. To: PlainsPeaking 
Editor, 1061 Hummingbird Ct, Colorado Springs, CO  80921-5696 


